ee ee ee 
as SE NON Ts in NN Aran se si 


i plane ? = sg 
- eat Fath se aie be rtintas 


Mio hela RGSTEA 


Pine Te Fenty er 
etcetera aes Mi A ta Boies 
iebtasiniat ore 


- PPP Gf pw 

Ps an - ? rie ft ¥ Fee wm Fe ts, meg eivaiiieataddivea 
<yos = - : : 5 — Paap onen z y a pe “ PM RAO TE cree ot 

ar aa cies ‘ RK eR eM ee ee 
mace re 7 ee inns J 


ee ee Sey SiR acral ects sii tne ese leis ais al 
RPI aerate gerne s as Sit sateen mre ee = TS ie ny ron ke ay esd 


Ge = 
976.402 
D41m 
1954240 


ryr#ere 


Lh. F PNA 


—e 


RE f/f PI 
G 


~ ie IN i aE oe | 
CINDAAL. 


us 
aS 


COLLECTION 


ALLEN COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 


3 1833 023 


' 
. 
’ 
i] 
‘ 
1 
‘ 
- 
' 
ad | 


aa. y ail 
avd ee ae 
7 ; i : . : Th 
’ 7 ; aa ; 
as 
7 ; 
Tones 


if ( 


- y 7 : Fi " 
/ rus * ye ve bat 
7 _ & J 
a) S Le 
ie ee 


aoa eT Cia ) 0 es 
7 ? ; A 7 yy i 
var, ee tad A 
by 6 1 : 
at ey ‘ay CV ue ae 
J J r hy 
H LL yy ’ ’ J ‘ fe 
t : 
ane : ‘ 
a ( Ff j of 
‘ A 
' ie 
- j } 
t 6 “ 
( s % 4 7 * 5 i, 
j ‘4 4 RAS | 
ce d i] ‘ 
‘ 
» t 
5 
} - 
a 
’ o i : 
° i ' 
; : - : 
i, s 
; 
‘ 
e i 
be 
§ 3 
f 
5 ‘ 
{ 
q eae 
‘ a Le 
i 
r | 
eon ; ‘ 
% 
id 
4' 
d 1y 
J 
7 he i? ' “ 
i ) J rd 
é i f yi, nd { 
vy ¥ 
tt oc i - : 
. i j M 
_ + \ ‘ 
; A : 
. N . / : i 
a) fe i ji if ; 
Bs ei Pant Mp eabies 
Ps he : i : ae | i] Ai 
‘ a ) ’ ' i , P i - P i 
v| y Vy lbp he 14 
: t nN ; or : T, Vid i he JA nt Cry: 


ve Dy : 7 
gl ey @ we att in es ie e r ; 1 Y : ‘ P 
. - on , on mel , r 
id oe J : 1 
_ ] . : 
rh ’ n - 7 
' 7 , ‘a ty y Ue \ ’ ; f ‘ 
7? hie wa ra, 6. y 
ST | ae 
: , ¥ i 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2024 


httos://archive.org/details/earlydaysofdenisOOmorg — 


a eee gape ace ore wpe a ew er mer rics new. Ae anpr een ory ee ee ee or a ee ew Se 


THE EARLY DAYS OF DENISON 


SIPC AE es  eNe E 


y PSA AOE LTE LL PSOE RETR HPL OT ATI FEE RIES ILLES EES ON TBE 


rv 4 rt 


and > aie 


THE STORY OF OUR CHURCH 


COMPILED AND WRITTEN 


BY 
H. DanteL Morcan, MINISTER 
7 vee EMR IF 
1961 | 
- mr ’ : At ts 


THE FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH, DENISON, TEXAS 


=~ ara r=. tee =e peer one omnes (ites ) c ios . 
. 
L 


, 


MOzINId 10 2YAG YITAI FHT 
me tart Bae | a 


HOAUHD AUO IO YROT2 FHT 


oe) 
— os 


a — ee 


om 


a 
= 


—o — 


ae 


rs 
iat 
me 


¢ 


‘ 
ae ae oy, Wy is ATA 
+4 sh iP. » 


} 
é 


v4, 


- Quhay | “? - / ? ? yi, 


a 
Lc 


(% 


Morgan, H Daniel 
Early days of Denison and -the 
story of our church, First 
Christian 
MAR 2277 
Amarillo 


1954240 


, s)he 7 — . a bl; - TvwarewT) t 5) a oi | 
. eh 5 
aa 


} =. a “a . 
p a a \ 
Letnsa ? of ee 
; H nt : ‘ | | i ‘ 
el tea soatas Id-aveh vteag | ee x, 
TLE Words TNO To viote ' | | a 
Msttatay . Be 
“a 
af Y $4 RAM ie 
cor 
es 
iy 
MALIA Ge, 


aris x wa tt fee 4 4 8 ay Abt 3 ee or 
bagi ty tae a, . rey " ie 


. 
> 


eh MTR tee 


is wath ed et a 


P 


ED HANDS 


N 


HARDE 


HIS 


RRM Ie 


wile continent 


/ Fue UNKNOWN 


cere re mere 
elite ile 


PIONEER 


——— 


4 | ee\ PSN 
“hil | ae nat x : : Ni wih 


~~ 7 a i Fo | hall — 2a 7 tee ee ale 


tick icine iin ieleeieddiala le. ie os yilaiie a Nem 
i. ee eer ety ea 


Eww 
=> > 


>a» 
2m > 
ee 


ae 


* 
A & 


Mal 


es, as 


ae 


WWOWAUU aur 
AAIMAlt ; Cede)": 
2 aioe i iia conn ea: ve wader. 


7 
2 re SRE > ba nice 
. 


: 


SEP ASTI RLY STD ATONE FER INOS 53 


ALE POTD SERED 


WED Toes alo 


This book is dedicated to the memory of Elder Caleb 5. Burns who at 
the very beginning of our city arranged the first meeting of our church for 
fellowship and worship that ultimately led to the formal establishment of this 


congregation in Denison. 


Elder Caleb S. Burns, born Clay County, Missouri, Aug. 27, 1821, 
died at Denison, November 29, 1888. 


t 


This book is written in commemoration of the 88th. Anniversary 
of the First Christian Church of Denison, Texas. 
Armstrong and Woodard Street 
March 16, 1961 


First recorded service held by our church was on Sunday, March 16th, 1873. 
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CHURCH HISTORY IN BRIEF 


Sept. 23, 1872, First lots sold in Denison. 

| Feb. 22, 1873, First issue of the Denison Daily News palied’ 

March 16, 1873, First services held by our church in Picket’s sche House. 
Feb. 14, 1874, Our services held in Fernald’s School House. 

May 3, 1876, Our services held in Stegmiller’s Hall. 

June 15, 1876, Our services held in Good Templar’s Hall. 

May 1, 1883, We purchased property at Crawford and Armstrong. 

Sept. 30, 1883, First services held in new church building. 

April 4, 1890, Church building dedication. | 


Nov. 14, 1911, Bought Bethany Cumberland Presbyterian Church at Arm- 
strong and Woodard. 


July 16, 1913, Our church destroyed by fire. 

Feb. 2, 1914, Cornerstone laid for new church building. 

July 26, 1914, New building dedicated. 

Dec. 26, 1939, Small fire in Sanctuary. 

Nov. 11, 1946, Building Fund Drive launched for new church. 
March 26, 1947, Vote taken to tear down present building. 
Sept. 23, 1947, Denison celebrated its 75th. anniversary. 

May 16, 1948, Dedication of present church building. 
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FOREWORD 


This is the story of our church, the First Christian Church of Denison, 
Texas. The story of any church is made up of so many things, people, places, 
events, things material and things spiritual; these blend together in historical 
sequence to make our story. 


This is also a story about the beginning of our town, (it is not a complete 
history). Denison has a special story all of its own. We have tried in telling 
the story to select such events as to give the reader a true picture of the 
atmosphere and mood of this early era. 


We have endeavored to re-discover some of the lost and forgotten threads 
of the past. The experiences that we have each day are so near to us and 
seem so commonplace that we think them not worth preserving. 


Years from now we too will be a part of this history. It is only fitting 
that we preserve our heritage of the past and record the work of today, for 
time has a way of making dim our memory. 


The story of our church and our city is unique and we hope will prove 
very interesting and at times an inspiration. It is offered as a tribute to the 
Christian pioneers who planted their faith here at the end of the Katy Trail. 


Appreciation is expressed for the tireless work of Mrs. Charles Phillips 
and Mrs. Mitchell Riley for the typing of this manuscript which represents 
only a very brief condensation of a much more voluminous body of local 
historical research. I am indebted to numerous citizens, church members, 
Denison Herald, Denison Press and other business firms for their valuable 
assistance in providing the material for this story and to my wife Dorothy for 
the tedious task of reading proof and assisting in the general structure of the 
chapters. 
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THE NAMELESS SAINTS 


What was his name? I do not know his name, 
I only know he heard God’s voice and came, 
Brought all he had across the sea, 
To live and work for God and me; 


Felled the ungracious oak: 
Dragged from the soil 
With horrid toil 


The thrice-gnarled roots and stubborn rock; 

With plenty piled the haggard mountain-side; 
And at the end, without memorial, died. 

No blaring trumpets sounded out his fame, 
He lived, he died, I do not know his name. 


No form of bronze and no memorial stones 

Show me the place where lie his mouldering bones ; 
Only a cheerful city stands, 

Builded by his hardened hands. 


Only ten thousand homes, 
Where every day 
The cheerful play 
Of love and hope and courage comes. 
These are his monuments, and these alone, 
There is no form of bronze and no memorial stone. 


And I? 


Is there some desert or some pathless sea, 
Where Thou, Good God of angels, wilt send me? 
Some rock for me to break; 

Some handful of His corn to take 
And scatter far afield, 

Till it, in turn, shall yield 

Its hunderfold 

Of grains of gold 


To feed the waiting children of my God? 
Show me the desert, Father, or the sea. 

Is it Thine enterprise? Great God, send me. 
And though this body lie where ocean rolls, 

Count me among all faithful Souls. 


EpwWarD EvERETT HALE — 1822-1909 


Semen)" tomer 


ae i ell saa emann sid sow Sal 

ems has soiov 2'bod bissd sd won yino 1 | 

292 92 geotos bad ofl Ils 

. | :ern bas bod tot stow bas svil o 


- ervmae gauinan at 
ne 


paver moddyta bua etoo7 sadileidaiedi l tT 
: sbie-tisinsom bisgyed odt boliq yimolq diiW ow - 
beth .lstrostom guortiw ue orlt is 
| as smat eit tuo bebruyoe etogrnstt, oh. . 
rf | omit eit worl tot ob I -,batbh 


\egntote siaviia ear tanar eagle _— 
jeonod gaiebluomn aid sil stodw sosky oft om wore |! 


yi ) 


4 


bnste Gis idtieets ¢ yinO bs ; 
ebasd bensbred aid yd. beblivd = 
porno basevorld mt, nO tiie c i oe | 
Sarid eset i 
i 


° < ea? ; 3 


|  enols seed? brs einomitnomeid ots sagHT 
ssctn loinc os. han os eee NE 


cine: ae 


ces oe 

es sricager i zlagits 16 bod bood wodT stafW 
:aleerd of am rot sor amo®" bel 4 

+ lst o7 x09 iff 90 Intbristl amoz * a 


TABLE OF CONTENTS 


Chapter 
ie The Founding of Denison 
IT. The Discovery of Elder Caleb S. Burns 
ITI. A Look at the Past 
I. 1873 to 1880 
2. 1880 to 1890 
1890 to 1900 
1900 to IQIO 


IQIO to 1920 


1930 to 1940 


1940 to 1950 
1950 to 1960 


3 

4 

5 

6. 1920 to 1930 
7 

8 

9 

Appendix 

IIT. 1. Our Memorials 
IIT. 2. Our Timothies 


III. 3. Our Organization and Leadership Today 


The Official Board and Staff 


Our Functional Committees 


A 
B 
c. Our Christian Women’s Fellowship 
p. Our Choir 

E. Our Church School 

F. Our Prayer Group 


G. Our Scouts, Cubs, Explorers 
1895 Membership Roll of our church 
Roll of Ministers, 1873 to 1960 

1961 Church Roll 


Sources of References and Photographs 


Pe ee 


Denison Churches 


Manet « van 


anil Pra nie 
jes aftt ts dood AS. Til 
i yo ger. 


0831 of EX8T 
0981 of 0881 
o0gr of 0981 


_ O1Qt Oo} 90RT 
inal osgt ‘or ore? 


ogi of Ose! 


OFQT oF OFQT 
ogeT of pol 


ode! od OZQT 


ysboT giersban b dine roinesinegnO WO eos ut es : 
mam. bas ba IbstO aT A ‘= sath | 
gidewolloT Smo W ale 190 “paid arnet? 


WO 


sit ee | 
a r ; 


‘ » 
ae 


&; 


vA > y se 
eat te. 
Ee ba j vet) 
(ns pk + 


geen ae a 


Se Se ck ae dan 2 0 
. 


oe 4 3 f : vs - 


eke 
a Be ae 


1 neChe, 
> oats! 


CHAPTER I 


THE FOUNDING OF DENISON 
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THE FOUNDING OF DENISON 


Today we live in a fast moving scientific world, one that finds us en- 
thralled by the adventures that lie ahead in the frontiers of outer space, yet 
one in which we daily seek to be transported back to a romantic past through 
the magic eyes of television. 


We want to live again with Gunsmoke, join the Wagon Train, and stand 
beside the Lawman, follow the cattle-drive from Texas to Sedalia in Rawhide, 
and ride the Stagecoach West. 


In our story of Denison we find a blending of them all enacted here by 
real people in the Red River Valley. Early Denison might easily have been 
the setting for any of these TV Westerns. 


Denison, Texas, has a story to tell that cannot be equaled by any other 
city in the United States. Here for a few brief years there was enacted all 
of the dramas to be found in a frontier town. Cattle dust, buffalo hides, wagon 
trains and colorful adventures went into the melting pot that gave us Denison. 
Mixed well with the black smoke of the Katy and the mournful whistle that 
came drifting down from the North, the Red River Valley gave birth to a 
virile and lusty “Boom Town” that was to be “The Gate City of Texas.” 


Early Denison was a strange mixture of cow-hands, gandy dancers, 1m- 
migrants, camp followers, gamblers, merchants, speculators and a healthy 
number of God fearing home-makers. 


Here a ‘‘cold deck” or a “bottom-deal”’ made business for the undertaker. 
Skiddy Street and Lower Main could match any of the tales told by Dodge 
City, Tombstone or Deadwood. 


Here the “law of the Colt’? made all men the same size. To Denison in 
1872 came the “fairest flowers of the prairie” though they were referred to by 
the“church going people” as “excessively soiled doves,’ whose trade was the 
accepted profession as a part of the growing edge of all new towns. 


Denison lived high and fast during its early years but once the Katy 
arrived and the false front stores gave way to more permanent buildings, the 
little metropolis slowly emerged from its rowdy infancy and was spruced up 
and curry-combed by civilization. This came as a welcome relief. 


Above the Din of the Dens could be heard the re-occurring voice of those 
who said: “We have to make this a fit place to raise our kids,” and to do this 
they built their homes, established their church and started a school. These 
spelled doom for lower Main and Skiddy Street. 


The Indian Nation to the North looked on in awed wonder at the “Jron 
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Monster’ as it huffed and puffed its way across their ancient tribal lands. To 
this strange diamond-stacked creature they gave the name, “plenty wagon, 
no horse.” 


Denison lived its first few years by the law of “Winchester and Colt 
litigation,” she welcomed “every Nation but Carrte.” Our city was born of 
spit, grit, sweat and blood. 


Today the land-marks have almost all disappeared, and it is for this 
reason that we must turn back the pages of time and recapture the spirit that 
gave us birth. To the romantic soul who has ears to hear, there may come the 
proud voices of our ancestors which seem to say: “Our city 1s big, it is pretty 
and it is growing now, we helped to busld it.’ There are still a few around 
who knew the “grand old man of the Red River Valley,’ Dr. Alex Acheson, 
and remember too his poetic refrain “Jt will be Just What We Make It.” 


This is the Denison we want to bring to your remembrance, the Denison 
we must not forget. “The past is but prologue’ — it will be just what we 
make it. 


Denison was named, “The Gate City of Texas,” and she truly became the 
gateway to adventure, romance and intrigue; let us turn the dial of time and 
tune in on a colorful era in the history of our community. We will try to give 
you a good image of an unusual town, one that had a most unusual beginning ; 
this was the setting in which our church was born. 


Denison in July, 1872, was hardly more than wild, open land. Here and 
there were a few ranches and farms. There was no real Denison at this time. 
The first evidence that one day a city would stand at this place is found in the 
projected plans of the Katy Railroad. The dream of the founders of the 
Missouri, Kansas and Texas Railway, “Katy,” was to build a line that extended 
from Kansas through the five civilized tribes of the Indian Territory, crossing 
the Red River into Texas. 


Denison came into existence as the result of this long range dream. It 
was a city that was planned to be the terminus of the Katy. 


The first settler on the actual site of Denison is believed to have been 
aman named ‘Mitchell’ who established himself here in 1848. (1) 


The city of Denison was laid out in 1872 and began to take on the 
attributes of a community when an auction was held for the purpose of selling 
the first lots. This date was September 23, 1872, and Main and Austin iS 
the location of the first lot sold. The buyer was S. A. Cook who paid the 
price of $250.00. The city was named after Mr. George Denison, Vice Presi- 
dent of the M. K. & T. Railroad. (2) 


For the first 90 days of Denison’s existence, the Town Company’s lot 
Sales averaged $1,000.00 a day. (3) 


Within one year the settlement of Denison grew into a progressive com- 
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munity of 4,000 persons. The Denison Daily News of July, 1873, gives this 
eye witness description of the town as it existed at this time: (4) 


“To the left of the depot, to the east, we see woods just across the clearing. 
Here and there are houses not large but full of people. Then we see the tents, 
large and small. Covered wagons or “Prairie Schooners”, standing under 
the trees here and there. These wagons are filled with household goods and 
farm tools. The horses and mules are tethered about. Men and women are 
cooking by little out of door fires or partaking of their breakfast from tables 
extemporised of barrels, boxes or laps. Nearby is a large tent, wherein can 
be seen women at work over the poor womens piano, the wash tub. A large 
sign “laundry”’ tells the rest of the story. Right straight ahead we see the 
railroad track, another depot, and a few houses; then the woods and the timber 
opens to the rails, and all is lost to view. To the right of the depot, to the. 
west, is Denison. Close by is a large and fine hotel known as the St. Alamo, | 
then comes the city, its Main Street, a broad wide, uneven bedded throughfare, | 
reaching off a mile or so to the west. Talk about new towns; here is one. 


Houses of all sizes, and designs and colors. Some of the residences here are | 


very fine, indeed — new but well built, large, attractive. In the suburbs, and | 
there is much suburbs to Denison, are new houses and busy workmen, as there | 
are more prairie schooners there about, while men are driving stakes or pre- 


paring to build on their newly acquired city property. 


“The Main Street of the place resembles two cross-cut saws, with teeth | 
badly knocked off and irregular. The large store and saucy chub of a saloon | 
stands side by side. Hardware by the ton in the store, whiskey red hot and | 
full of fusentine, in the next door. The Empire Clothing Store and the Mag- | 
nolia Saloon have waltzed up to the sidewalk hand in hand. On one side, | 
while across the way, chipper as young ducks, The World’s Dry Goods Em- | 
porium and the Sportsman’s Pride Saloon called their many votaries and | 
customers. Next to the south is Skiddy Street (now Chestnut) a wide, un- | 
even avenue, along which is groceries, ball alleys, blacksmith shops, printing | 
offices, milliners shops, and not a few houses of hilarity, where sit by day and | 
rolic by night numerous sisters of Sodom, who seem to make a good thing of 
it financially by removing from Boston to newer locations there to ply their 
vocation till somebody tells them to move on. 


“But the cutest of all is the Denison Daily News, a really “Live” worthy 
paper, appearing every morning full of news items, gossip and telegrams. 
There are two more than the ordinary excellent newspapers here, the News 
and the Journal (the latter a weekly).”” (4) 


The Denison Daily News on January 24, 1873 reported: “The public 
well in the street near the corner of Main and Rusk was filled up Monday. 
It had caved in and was dangerous. This was one of the first, if not the first 
well to be dug in Denison.”’ 


In the same issue of the paper was the following: “The city council 
passed an ordinance that before a saloon could be opened in town the consent 
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of two-thirds of the residents of the block in which it was prepared to locate 
the establishment must be obtained.” (4) 


“With two more railroads from the east and the west running through 
it, Denison should rapidly improve in appearance and increase in wealth and 
in population.” (4) 


The foregoing is an early account given by a very observant citizen who 
simply signs M. M. P., who wrote for the Friday Paper, Sept. 19, 1873 issue 
of the Daily News. 


An eye witness account by a visitor to Denison was printed in Scribners 


Magazine in 1873: 


“Four months before our visit, the town was organized, and since that 
time the Denison Town Company had sold 90,000 dollars worth of building 
lots... . it was indeed like magic, the building of Denison. All the lumber 
for houses was brought hundreds of miles, their being none suitable in the 
vicinity; and carloads of timber were changed into rough but commodious 
business establishments in a twinkling. It was exceedingly remarkable, that 
in a community one half of which was undoubtedly made up of professional 
ruffians, “terminus” gamblers, and the off scourgin of society, and where there 
was not yet a regularly organized government, there was not more terrorism. 
Every third building in the place was a drinking saloon with gambling appur- 
tenances, filled after nightfalls with a depraved, adventurous crowd, whose 
profanity was appalling, whose aspect hideous . . . . robberies were of course 
of frequent occurance in the gambling hells.” 


Some unknown traveler who came this way returned to Algonquin, 
Illinois, and wrote his own eye witness account to the “Citizen,” the newspaper 
of that city. The Daily News of Denison reprinted the article as it appeared 
in the foregoing newspaper. 


“On the 23rd day of Sept., 1872, Col. L. W. Shepherd and Charles W. 
Nelson, esq. agents of the Denison Town Company, first exposed to sale town 
lots in this infant city. At this early day there was not a railroad within 40 
miles of the city; the site, a beautiful prairie, skirted with timber, was covered 
with grass knee high; and the number of purchasers did not exceed 100. 
(First lot sold at corner of Main & Austin, present location of Gordon’s Dry 


Goods Store. ) 


“About the last of October, 1872, the first house was started on Main 
Street by Dr. Alexander about where Waples Methodist Church is new located 
and today that prairie has upon it a city of 700 houses.” (1) 


In the 13th anniversary number of the Sunday Gazetteer dated Sunday 
Sept. 27, 1885, there appears a historical poem by Dr. Alex Acheson titled, 
“Ye Song of Ye Poet Concerning Ye Birth of Denison City.’ It is hoped 
this reference may again bring to light this significant pioneer epoch. It is 
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rough in imagry yet deeply discerning of the frontier spirit. A brief excerpt 
follows: 


“Years have passed since this adventure 
standing now in silent evening, 

on the hill where Branding Iron 

had his bed-now list intently, 

far away in distance northward, 

thru the silence and the stillness, 

of the slowly settling darkness, 

you can catch the faintest echoes 

of a locomotive whistle. 


Yes! down through the Boggy Bottoms, 
past Muskogee, Blue Jacket, Vinita, 
Kiowa, Eufaila, Caddo 

past the Choctaws and the Commanches, 
Chickasaws, and Creeks, and Poncas, 
The Iron Horse is madly rushing. 


Somewhere here in this Northern Texas 
There must be a lively city, 

at the end of a division, 

where the Iron Horse is stabled, 
Where, each one inquired, anxious 

to invest and turn a penny. 


Scarce did Nancy sign the papers, 

e’re a corps of land surveyors, 

under lead of Arthur Coffin, 

Start to lay out streets and alleys, 
blocks and parks, and all things needed, 
for the building of a city; 

This too in the midsts of “Thief Neck. id 


It was after dark on Christmas — 
1872 on Christmas — 

that the Iron Horse first entered 
Denison, from that moment 

every thing moved forward grandly. 


In the Indian nomenclature, 

no child ever gets a name ‘till 

he has done some act to earn it; 
and in our composition 

none shall be truly happy 

‘lest he’s done ought to be proud of. 
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There’s a future for this city 

sometime in the lonely night rides, 

when the earth is wrapped in silence, 

and the darkness drawn around it, 

I have dropped my rein and wondered — 
What! oh what will be our future. 


And the answer always comes back, 
Tho’ I know not why, or wherefore, 
nor by what process of reason, 

but it came, the same, Ne’er changing, 
it will be just what we make it, 

it will be just what we make it, 

small or great, or unimportant, 

it will be just what we make it.” 


The story of how the Katy came to Texas has been told in the most 
complete manner by V. V. Materson in his book titled, “The Katy Railroad 
and The Last Frontier.” Only the most brief synopsis of this thrilling story 
can be given, without this story there would be no Denison. “The Katy had 
its beginning as the Union Pacific Southern Branch, a half built venture that 
started at Junction City, Kansas,” on into Emporia, Burlington and into the 
fertile Neosha Valley. This uncompleted line and a half dozen forward look- 
ing young capitalists were the parents of the Missouri-Kansas-Texas Lines. 


On May 23, 1870, these men met and formally adopted the name “Mis- 
sourt, Kansas and Texas Railroad.” They no longer were a part of the Union 
Pacific, what they had was 182 miles of “featherweight” railroad. 


The men who backed the “Katy” were men of vision. They were August 
J. Belmont, J. Pierpont Morgan, Sr., Levi P. Morton (one day to become Vice 
President of the United States), Levi Parsons, George Denison and a young 
Cleveland oilman named John D. Rockefeller. 


“The Katy had its real beginning March 3, 1863, when Congress passed 
an act granting alternate sections of land through the Neosha Valley to the 
Southern Border of Kansas. The Katy entered a race with the Leavenworth, 
Lawrence and Ft. Gibson Railroad, and the Kansas and Neosha Valley Line. 
The first to reach the southern border of Kansas would have the exclusive 
right to go south through the Indian Territory. The Leavenworth and Fort 
Gibson R. R. soon quit the race and left only the K. and N. V. to battle it out 
with the Katy. 


“On June 6, 1871, the Katy reached the southern border of Kansas and 
won the right to push on to Texas. By the fall of 1872 the Katy completed 
its survey of the route across the Red River. The rest is history — Denison 
was born on the 23rd of September 1872 when the first lots went up for sale.” 
(3). The Denison Herald of August 31, 1947, recorded this above event to 
Mark the 75th birthday of Denison. 
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Harrison Tone, one of the founders of Denison was a clerk for the | 
“Town Company,” which was organized on September 20, 1872, by Col. | 
Stevens, General Manager of the Katy. Mr. Tone wrote for the Denison | 
Daily News the following tribute to this city on the occasion of its first | 
birthday September 23, 1873. The Denison Herald, August 31, 1947, re- 
printed this article: | 


“One year ago today, Denison was in a chaotic, unorganized state, a | 
thing wholly of the future. All told there were perhaps fifty men who had | 
gathered upon the townsite, and along the little rise which now marks the | 
alley between Owings and Morgan streets had erected booths, tents, and a | 
half dozen cases, temporary box houses, in which they had already commenced 
business. 


“Here in a single row, were Brown with his bakery, McGeevey with his 
miscellaneous stock, Edelstein and McCabe and Collins with liquors; Dr. John- 
son with drugs, and Kelly with his tinshop. Here was Cutler with his print- 
ing office from which he had already issued two numbers of the “Red River 
Journal” .... here too was Governor Owings, the man who had the honor 
of being Denison’s first mayor and who had even at that early day a dozen 
scrub ponies, the beginning of his present commodious stable. 


Main Street was part of a rough pasture covered with brush; Skiddy 
Street was a ravine from which the underbrush had never been cut, while 
Woodard, Gandy and Sears were unbroken forest. 


“On the whole the situation on the morning of the 23rd of September, 1872 
was anything but hopeful to the agents of the Town Company and it was with 
fearful misgivings that they rode out upon the ground to begin the sale. The 
first lot at the N.W. Corner of Main and Austin was sold to Mr. S. A. Cook 
for $250.00. The second lot was the opposite corner now occupied by 
Saurer’s grocery and was sold to W. H. Hull at $300.00. 
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The rough pine lumber for the houses had to be hauled from East Texas 
120 miles away or from Atoka, Oklahoma, the then Railroad Terminus.” (30) 


Mr. Tone left as his landmark a business that even today is helping to 
build Denison and preserve a part of our heritage of the past. | 


Another man who played a most important part in the birth of Denison 
was W. B. Munson, Sr. Donald Joseph, “distinguished Texas novelist,” 
wrote a very comprehensive biography of Mr. Munson titled Ten Million 
Acres; this was written in collaboration with Mrs. Mary Tonkin Smith, 
granddaughter of Mr. Munson. It was privately published by the family. 


(38) Y | 


“Ben Munson was born Jan. 7, 1846, in Fulton County, Illinois. He did 
not begin life in Texas until the fall of 1871 when he located in Sherman, 
Texas.” (38) This 275 page biography was published in 1946, and only 
100 copies were printed. 
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DIRECTOR OF THE KATY RAILROAD 
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W.P, AAUNSON SR. 
THE MAN WHO PuT DENISON ON THE MAP 
Born JAN.7,184G FULTON CO.ELLINOGIS, 
SIED FEB. 6.1930 IN DENISON. _ : 
HE PARTICIPATED IN THE See ee SURVE 
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OF THE ARIZONA TERRITORY 
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” THOSE WHO CAME AND SAW THIS ALMOST 
UNBELIEVABLE COMMUNITY GROW FROM 
PENT S AND SHACKS... WENT AWAY To SING ITS PRAISE 
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Sherman turned down the opportunity to have the Katy Terminus in 
their city (from the north) but instead supported the Texas Central coming 
up from the South. 


“Ben Munson when unable to persuade his Sherman neighbors to support 
the Katy, offered his services to this Line as an engineer. (He was the first 
graduate of Kentucky A & M College), and was the man responsible for laying 
out Denison in its neat wide street pattern. He helped locate the terminus of 
the onrushing Katy. Working with him was another young engineer, A. H. 
Coffin. An engineer named George Walker made the first plot plan for 
Denison. 


His ability to secure the needed leases on the site of Denison thwarted 
possible outragious prices for the land once it became known at which of the 
three proposed points at the Red River the Katy would finally cross. (38) 


“Denison The Gate City’ is another chapter heading of the book written 
by V. V. Masterson to which we have previously referred. This is one of the 
best written accounts of the coming of the Katy through the Indian Territory 
and on into Denison. It’s facts are well documented and photographically 
illustrated. (3) 


From this account we learn that the first mayor of Denison was the for- 
mer governor of the Arizona Territory, Governor L. S$. Owings. 


“Skiddy street in new-born Denison was one block south of Main and 
named Skiddy after Frances Skiddy, Katy director and president of the Land 
Grant Railway and Trust Company. Actually it was “Rat Alley’ of that ambi- 
tious avenue and most appropriately named, for the modern skid row couldn't 
compare with it. It was really nothing more than a ravine with under brush 
cleared away and lined on both sides with the most depraved collection of 
tents, shacks, and cotton cloth and board houses that case-hardened railroad 
construction men had ever seen. Here crowding each other into the befouled 
former water course, were the tented gambling hells, the hurdy-gurdy joints, 
lowest class saloons, cock fighting pits, variety houses, and the deadly “‘dove- 
cotes’”’ that served as houses of prostitution for all races, colors, and creeds. 
Here on Skiddy, Millie Hipps (another well chosen name) and her soiled 
“doves” from the incubators of Mollie Andrews in Sedalia, catered to the 
higher class trade, presumably from Sherman.” (3) 


Names like “Rowdy Joe, Cherokee Jake, Jack of Clubs, or as some called 
him, Monte Jack, all contributed to the boisterous life of early Denison in the 
year 1872. “Red Hall” first sheriff of Denison did a superb job of cleaning up 
the community.” (4) “Captain Lee Hall” was only twenty-five and had 
Served as a Texas Ranger prior to assuming the roll of Deputy Sheriff in 1872. 
His biography was written by Nora Neill Raymond in 1940. 


In the anniversary edition of the Denison Herald for Sept. 7, 1947, the 
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following news item appeared: it was headlined Stageline Blaze Trail 14 
Years Ahead of Katy. | 


{ 
! 


“Fourteen years and 2 days before the sale of the first Town Lots in 
Denison this area had already assumed its place in the transportation system. 
of the nation when the first Butterfield Overland Mail Stagecoach arrived at. 
Colbert’s Ferry and crossed the Red River near what is now the free bridge 
on Highway 75 North of Denison.” (41) | 


“U.S. Highway No. 75 follows one of the first public highways establish-| 
ed in the southwest. It was first begun by being named “The Central) 
National Road of The Republic of Texas.” Every mile of this road was ac-| 
tually built and extended from Preston Bend to Dallas.” (41) | 


“In 1858, Oliver Loving, a pioneer Texas cowman, joined with a neigh- | 
bor, John Durkee, for a drive of cattle from Parker County near the Tarrant | 
line. Crossing the Red River at Preston, they followed the route of the “Shaw- | 
nee Trail” past Fort Gibson, Indian Territory, to Baxter Springs at the 
Kansas and Missouri border. 


“The trail makers mounted steadily during the 1950’s and they usually fol- 
lowed the route of the Indians, traders and emigrants. They called this the 
“Texas Road.” In the early spring of 1845 there were more than a thousand 
wagons that crossed into Texas in a six weeks period. 


“The drovers called this the “Shawnee Trail,’ it crossed at Rock Bluff 
Crossing, near Preston. Other drovers in 1850 called it the “Kansas Trail.” 
This road that led through Preston to Dallas was surveyed in 1840. The 
name “Preston” came from Capt. Wm. G. Preston who was in charge of a4 
company of men at this point in 1840. The town of Preston Bend grew up 
around Fort Preston.” (42) | 


“The first stage line to enter Texas, the Butterfield Stage, passed over the 
rolling prairie that later became the site of the Gate City on September 20, 
1858. It is known that Sand Springs just outside the southeast edge of Deni- . 
son was a rest spot and watering station, from this point it continued to 
Sherman along a trail which approximates the modern highway which now 
goes to Sherman via Loy Lake Park.” (39) 


The story of the first trip has been vividly recorded by the only man to » 
make the complete trip from St. Louis to San Francisco. He was Waterman j 
L. Orsmby, a reporter for the New York Herald and his series of eight articles © 
have been published in a book titled the Butterfield Overland Mail by the | 
Huntington Library, San Mateno, Calif. ‘ 


“A ride of 3 hours brought us to Colbert’s Ferry on the Red River, the ; 
boundary between Texas and the Indian Territory. 


“We arrived here on Monday the 20th of September, 1858, at 10 minutes 
to 10 being all together 34 hours ahead of time to this point. 
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“Ben Colbert’s boat is a simple sort of raft, pushed across the shallow 
stream by the aid of poles in the hands of sturdy slaves. The fare for a four 
horse team is $1.25 and the net revenue at the ferry is about $1,000 per annum. 


“He owns about 25 slaves. On our way to Sherman in Texas we passed 
several large gulleys or beds of creeks which are being bridged at the expense 
of Grayson County.” (40) 


“The town of Preston Bend was also the location of a well known cattle 
crossing and the home of Col. Holland Coffey whose trading post was a mecca 
for travelers entering Texas by way of old Preston Road-to Dallas. His wife, 
Sophia Sutton Field, was the gracious hostess at their beautiful home named 
“Glen Eden,” a land mark of imposing grandeur.” (9) 


Baer’s Ferry was another well known crossing. Each of these have a story 
of their own and time and space cannot permit a more detailed account, but 


since they played such an important part in the opening of the immigrant trails 


into Texas they deserve mention. 


A person of great significance in this early day was Benjamin (Ben) 
Franklin Colbert, the Chickasaw Indian who saw his famous ferry diminish 
in use when the Katy bridged the Red River. Before he died he made one 
last financial splurge (possibly with the backing of Ben Munson) and built 
the largest ferry boat on the Red River. It was 72 x 14 feet and could carry 
six two-horse teams and wagons. He also erected a $40,000 toll bridge, 


S57 xaos. (3) 


“Chickasaw Ben Colbert was, in retrospect, a tragic figure. The finest 
type of American Indian. Across the storied Red River at Colbert’s head 
rights, nothing remains. His bridge is gone, his ferry is gone, even the last 
traces of the deep-gauged Texas Trail are nearly gone. His ornate many- 
roomed home was burned to ashes before the turn of the century and all that 
remains of his private domain is now a pasture. Nothing remains — nothing 
that is, but the broken stones of the old Colbert burial plot. The tombstone 
is inscribed : | 


“First into Texas from the North, 
B. F. Colbert 
Born Dec. 18, 1826 
Died March 11, 1893 


On March 7, 1873, Denison was incorporated by an Act of the Texas 
Legislature. (3) 


In 1939 under the auspices of the W. P. A., a book was written titled 
The Denison Guide compiled and written by Federal Writers Project and 
published through the office of our Chamber of Commerce. It was based on 
a 1938 booklet written by Jack R. Maguire titled A Short History of 
Denison, Texas. The authors of this 1939 historical guide state that the 
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streets were laid out commemorating the names of Katy Directors . . . that 
same year the first free grade school in Texas was erected at the present West 
Main and North Barrett and was named Washington School. (1) Another 
quotation from this book worth preserving in this paper and one that might be 
referred to in connection with our section titled “Business Directory,” is the 
following: ‘With pardonable exhuberance on Sept. 23, 1873, one year after 
the sale of the first lots, Denison now proudly sets forth a summary of the 
town’s progress; a census of the city carefully taken within the last 10 days, 
reveals the following facts. There are in Denison, of actual residents, 3,952 
people, and there are within the city limits, completed and occupied 451 wooden 
and 18 brick and stone buildings, not one of which was built a year ago. There 
were at this time the following establishments open for business, 9 hotels, 5 
dry good stores, 1 shoe store, 5 liquor houses, 5 drug stores, 2 book and news 
stores, 4 jewelry stores, 5 bakeries, 6 meat markets, 2 auction houses, 20 
saloons, 3 liveries, 3 lumber yards, 6 brick kilns, 2 confectioneries, 6 shoe 
shops, 2 photograph galleries, 2 churches have been completed and the founda- 
tion for the third. Three successful schools are in operation.” (1) 


“On the evening of December 25, 1872, a thrilling Christmas event for 
the builders of the Katy, a tiny diamond-steamed two-burner, the engineer 
Pat Tobin at the throttle, chugged across the newly completed and gaily 
beribboned M. K. & T Red River Bridge, pulled up before a clutter of tents 
and a handful of jerry-built “false fronts” that is now Denison, Texas, and 
triumphantly repeated the victory whistle emitted a scant 30 months before 
when it first set wheel in the “nation” 251 miles to the North — starting from 
nothing, the town grew to 3,000 population in the first 100 days.” (2) 


The Denison News for December 25, 1872, carried the following eye- 
witness account of this historic event: ‘The first through train down from 
the North arrived on Christmas evening at 7:00 o’clock, what a wonderful 


present for this infant city.” (4) Such a brief account of such a memorable 
and significant event. 


There were two passenger coaches and one Pullman Palace car with the 
train and over 100 passengers. Satanta and Big Tree, the celebrated Kiowa 
Indian Chiefs, were on the first train. Officers in charge kept the Indians in 
Denison over night. Their destination was the State Prison at Huntsville. 


While I served our church at Jacksboro, Texas, in 1938 - 1940, I did 
some research in regard to these Kiowa Chiefs. The trial of Satanta was held 
at Jacksboro, Texas, on July 6, 1871, for his leading a raid on Captain Henry 
Warren’s Wagon Train May 18, 1871. The twelve men comprising the com- 
pany of the wagon train were massacred. Historians state that Satanta was 
the second Indian ever to be tried by white man’s law. in a white man’s court. 


The life in Denison during the period of 1873 to 1880 was rich in 
American frontier life. The news of the day as reported in the early news- 
papers, the Red River News, the Denison Daily News, the Sunday Gazetter, 
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was colored with a vivid frankness that in our day of law and libel would 
never see print. Here we see a real freedom of the press. 


There was a fresh simple honesty in the writing of the news. Facts were 
presented as the editor saw them. 


The following news ites were selected from the Daily News which 
made its first appearance on Washington’s Birthday, February 22, 1873. 


They mirror the simple events that made news for the citizens of Denison. 
This was the first issue of this local newspaper and came out just twenty-one 
days before the first recorded mention of “The Christian Church.” 


The first Local News Item: 2-22-73 — Daily News — 


“The opening ball at Col. Dilworth’s Opera House Tuesday night was 
the subject of a lengthy dispatch to the Kansas City Times.” 


“A culvert of heavy timbers is being put in at Main St., near Austin 
Avenue. The grade at this point will be raised about 8 feet.” 


“Mr. W. D. Ragland, an experienced brick-maker from Jefferson has 
moved to our city to commence the manufacture of brick in Denison.” 


“Mr. J. Carlsen, lately from Japan, experienced in watchmaking, has 
opened for business at Dr. Johnson’s Drug Store.” 


“Col. Dilworth’s Opera House on Main St. was prostrated by the wind 
about 9 o’clock Wednesday night.’ 

The Episcopal Choir will meet tonight at the Odd Fellows Hall at 7 
p.m. ” 

“Mayor Gwen returned from Sherman yesterday. M. K. & T. officials 
Stevens, Dorwin, Warren and Bond went down the Central road Friday 
evening to meet officials of the Texas Central Railroad, for purpose of organiz- 
ing freight tariffs, locating buildings and organizing other matters in cenieh 
the two companies are interested. i 


“$5.00 Reward — I will pay $5.00 for the apprehension and arrest of 
the person who set fire to the hay stack on the Government Reservation, Fort 
Richardson, Texas, on the night of January 30, 1873.” 

Moses Wiley, Jacksboro, 1-31-73” 


“For Sale — A good business house on Crawford St., 16 x 40 ft., a 
Splendid business stand. Will take a pair of mules or horses and a wagon in 
part payment. Call at office of Mr. Tone, The Town Company Agent.” 


“MILLER’S ADDITION TO DENISON” 


This addition has been plotted, and lots in any number to suit purchasers 
are now on sale on liberal terms. Dr. T. N. Cutler is an authorized agent for 
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the sale of the property. His office is on Crawford St. Col. Taylor is also 


agent for the sale of property on my first addition. — J. K. Miller’ 
An important part of the frontier life of early Denison were the merchants 
and business men of our city. 


The following listing of firms represent the business that was a part 


of the early life in Denison. They are taken from the Daily News, Volume | 


I, No. 1, Saturday, February 22, 1873. This was the first issue of this paper 
with B. C. Murray as proprietor. These were some of the men and the mer- 
chants of our city at its very beginning. These were the stores you passed as 
you walked down its streets. I include the listing of these firms because it 
helps provide us with the commercial atmosphere of the day. These are the 
men who were in business when our church began to meet. 


The following advertised their services to the public. 


Doctors : 
Charles Harris, M.D. — Office North Side of Main. 
J. R. Cook, M.D. — Office & Residence on Crawford St. 
B. K. Wood, M.D. — Skiddy near Burnett. 
Julian C. Field —- Woodard near Austin. 


Lawyers: 
Trigg and Wallace. 
W. Munson — North Side of Main, East of First National Bank. 
C. H. Wilson — No. 44, Wallace Block. 


Land Offices: : 
~ John G. McElvaney. 
C. R. Johns. 
W. H. Day — Main opposite Hull’s Bank. _ 


Grocers : 
J. E. Streeper — Main St. between Rusk & Burnett. 
F, Miller — Main Street South Side. 
Jacob Schwendiman — Crawford Street. 
Stone & Guy — Crawford Street East Side. 


Saloons: 
“Orleans” — Crawford North Side. } 
“Our House” Saloon — Near the Bakery on Main St. 
Tribb’s Exchange — Crawford Street East. 
Gnase’s — On Crawford Street. 
Currier’s Palace Beer Hall on S. Main Street. 


Liquor Dealers: 
Henderson Jones, Wholesale — Skiddy near Austin. 
Weaver and Bill — Store on Main Street North Side. 


Hotels : 
The Kansas City House — Crawford St. between Austin & Houston. 
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The St. Alamo. 

Ike Furbers — Corner of Skiddy and Rusk. 

The Nelson House — James Leonard and O. P. Rush, corner of 

Main and Rusk. 
Dry Goods: 

Patrick McGreedy — North Side of Main Street. 
Mattress Maker: 

Andrew Johnson, leave orders at Owing’s Stable. 
Painters: 

O’Donnell and Barnhizer. 
Hardware: 

W. H. Isham, corner of Austin and Skiddy. 

D. W. C. Davis, No. 47, Main Street. 
Cabinet Maker: Coffins 

R. Wehrly, — Shop on Main, East of Chandler. 
Auctioneers : 

W. D. Kirk — Owing Street near the Stable. 

Brown and Buckles — Skiddy Street North Side. 
Wagons: 

J. B. Hart — Woodard Street opposite J. M. Stratton. 
Wagon Yard: 

Connected with Owings Stable. (First Mayor of Denison). 
Furniture: 

R. L. Chandler — Corner of Main and Austin. 
Feed and Sale Stable: 

Capt. J. Cownings — Corner of Woodard and Burnett. 
Lumber Yard: | 

Boss, Pinto and Jennings, Prop. 


J. P. Leeper and E. H. Lingo — Office and Yard corner Austin 
and Owing. 


Stoves and Tin Ware: 


P. D. Pollard — Main St. opposite the Lelston Hoe 
H. C. Moore — Skiddy Street North Side. 


Commissioned Merchant: 

L. S. Owens — On Owing Street (Cotton, Wool, Hides). 
Restaurant : 

Pete Brun’s — Crawford Street next to Police Office. 
Real Estate Brokers: 

Warden and Briddel — Corner of Barrett and Main St. 
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Feb. 27, 1878, in the Denison Daily Herald, the following churches = 
listed: St. Patrick’s Catholic at the corner of Sears and Rusk; Presbyterian, 


S. W. corner of Gandy at Burnet; St. Luke’s Episcopal organized j in the spring 
of 1873, N. E. corner of Woodard and Fannin; Methodist Episcopal Church 
South Main Street at the Commercial Tastitute Hall; Methodist Episcopal 
at the N.W. corner of Woodard and Fannin, (This was originally “The 
Christian Chapel) ; The African M. E. Church on Woodard between Austin 
and Rusk, and the colored Baptist Church on the corner of Bond and Rusk. 


The Methodist Episcopal Church was among the first to be organized 
in this city. It began as a mission church and was first located at 430 W. 
Chestnut. Rev. M. Holman, father of Frank Holman, led in the organization 
of this congregation in 1872. The Sept. 22, 1878, issue of the Denison Daily 
Herald records the beginning of each of the above named churches. (7) 


In a short history of the Presbyterian Church the statement was made 
that “the First Presbyterian Church of Denison was organized December 22, 
1872, in the residence of the Rev. Josiah Milligan . . . . who lived in a frame 
house in the 400 block Woodard Street. 


“This was the first religious organization in Denison, only a short time 
after the organization of the city on September 23, 1872. The church has a 
photostatic copy of the Article of Incorporation of the church and this is 
dated. April 25, 1873.” 


The city of Denison is located in Grayson County. This County was 
created by taking part of adjoining Fannin County in the year 1846. The 
first Court House erected was built of logs, four miles west of the present city 
of Sherman. By 1853 this log Court House became too small and a new build- 
ing of brick was constructed. (9) 


Denison lays claim to a few firsts that are worth noting: 


The first ice cream soda was invented and made here, the first penny 
postal cards issued in Texas were mailed from here, the first Business 
Women’s Club Bldg. in Texas (XXI) Club was erected here, the first free 
public elementary grade school in Texas was erected here, the first railroad 
from the North into Texas crossed the Red River at Denison. In Igor the 
first free rural mail delivery was instituted here with seven carriers according 
to Jack R. MaGuire in his book titled A Short History of Denison, oe 
It might be noted that Weston, Texas, makes this same claim. 


The first refrigerator car was shipped north from Denison. 


Denison is also proud that it can lay claim to being the birthplace of our 


former president, Dwight David Eisenhower. 


We hope the events we have brought together, respecting our city’s early 
days will give you the same facination that came to me as I discovered for 
myself this oft told story of how our city began. 
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Lh. DISCOVERY OF ELDER CALER’S: BURNS 


When I came to Denison, Texas, to begin my pastorate with the First 
Christian Church in September, 1959, my curiosity was aroused by the lack 
of written information concerning the history of the church. I had been a 
good listener at our State and International Conventions when mention was 
made regarding the importance of each church preserving its historical material. 
The Disciples Historical Society through its articles and publications had im- 
pressed me with how much could be done if only an effort would be made. 


My purpose in writing this chapter is to share with others my thrilling 
Journey into the undiscovered and unwritten years of this church’s beginning 
and the discovery of Elder Caleb S. Burns, a true American pioneer. 


The only written account of our church’s history was set down in the 
dedication program of our present building, dated May 16, 1948: 


“The First Christian Church in Denison was organized in 1883 and the 
first building being a frame structure on ae corner of Armstrong and Craw- 


ford.” eS ca 


There followed six short paragraphs giving the pee ae oy} the suc- 
ceeding sixty-five years to 1948. pt 


I was not content with such a ee account oe: ae -five years of history. 
To begin with there was no picture of this early frame structure or the listing 
of the roll of ministers. 


My first efforts brought to light the only two known photographs of our 
first frame church at Armstrong and Crawford erected in 1883. One of these 
was found among the effects of the late A. G. Payne by his daughter Mrs. 
R. QO. Johnson, and another from Mrs. May Frame. This whetted my 
curiosity even more, so I next visited our local daily newspaper, the Denison 
Herald. To my delight they had an almost perfect file of newspapers going 
back to September 1872, when Denison was but three months old. I began to 
tead the story of the birth of our city —4 not expecting to find any reference 
to the Christian Church since our record on the cornerstone said ‘‘organized 
in 1883.” To my surprise I came upon a simple news item which read: 


“Elder Burns of the Christian Church will preach next Sunday at 
Pickett’s School House, on Rusk Street. A general invitation is extended to 
the Denison people.” 


The date of the paper was Wednesday, March 12, 1873. (Elder Burns 
was 51 years of age at this date.) 


Here was a real discovery, here was a documented reference to an elder 
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holding a service for our Christian people ten years prior to any pnausly 
established date. Just who was this Elder Burns? 


As I continued my search in the early files of the Denison News and. the 
Sunday Gazetteer, the name of Elder Burns began to appear quite frequently 
and a person of significant stature and influence began to emerge. I learned 
from the newspaper accounts that he was a regular speaker at the early gather- 
ings of our people. Not then having a church building, the services were held 
in Pickett’s School House, Stegmiller’s Hall, the Good Templar’s Hall and 
then in Fernald’s School House. A notice of the purchase of property and 
the listing of the building committee was reported in the paper. I soon found 
articles telling of the erection of the frame structure at the corner of Armstrong 
and Crawford. This structure was the first of four buildings the local congre- 
gation has occupied. The last three have been on the present site of Armstrong 
and Woodard. 


Elder Caleb S. Burns seemed well known in Denison and I learned from 
the news stories that he was a respected farmer and an expert in the art of 
growing peaches and apples. He contributed four lengthy articles on grafting 
fruit trees and the editor referred to him in the most glowing terms and urged 
every subscriber to read the series of articles. 


In 1873, Denison erected the first free public school in Texas. The news- 
paper in November 1874 reported: “Parson Burns thinks of moving to 
Denison, to give his children the advantages of our free school. He offers his 
farm for sale.”’ 


Elder Burns ran for Justice of the Peace in 1876 and the editor said, 
“Rev. C. S. Burns, candidate for Justice of the Peace for this precinct, called 
in Wednesday. He will poll a heavy vote from the county, and is confident 
of success.” 


The Denison Daily News for August 18, 1880, reports: ‘Elder Burns 
thinks there will not be more than a half crop of cotton in his vicinity, owing 
to the ravages of the boll worm.” 


The newspaper included in other issues references to weddings and 
funerals conducted by Elder Burns and also a lengthy account of a civil and 
church trial of one of our early ministers accused of conduct unbecoming of 
his calling. Elder Burns presided at the church trial in October 1887 and 
wrote an article for the paper explaining the action taken by our church. 
Another personal notice said, ‘‘Rev. Caleb Burns has gone to Hot Springs for 
treatment of his rheumatism.”’ 


. While in the process of my newspaper research I also found time to visit 
‘numerous local cemeteries. I did so with not too much hope of finding Rev. 


". Burns’ grave. However, my efforts were rewarded. While inspecting one of 


~ the ‘oldest burial plots in our county, three miles east of Denison, I found the 
graves of Caleb. Burns, his wife Jerusha and ge little fourteen year old 
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daughter, Nannie Maude. This was the old Lankford Cemetery. The a 


on his tombstone was November 20, 1888; he died at the age of 67 years. His 
wife died March 20, 1883; she was Jerusha Byers before her marriage. 


About this time (1959) a new book was published by Professor Graham © 


Landrum of Austin College in Sherman recording the history of Grayson 
County which included in its pages an annotated list of all early settlers from 
1836 to 1869. In reading the list I found the name of “Rev. Caleb S. Burns, 
Minister of the Christian Church, born August 27, 1821 in Clay County, Mis- 
souri.” (19) 


It gave as a reference source a two volume set of books titled A Twen- 
tieth Century and Biographical Record of North and West Texas. (34) 
These books were located in the library of Austin College at Sherman, Texas. 


Bae Pe Tie aes da aes 


In these volumes I found an excellent biographical story of Rowland C. Burns, ; 


son of Caleb S. Burns, born in Nodaway County, Missouri. 


“Nodaway County was part of the “Platte Purchase” and formerly em- 
braced Andrew, and even extended north into the territory of the present 
state of Iowa. Settlements began to be made about 1840 and on Feb. 14, 1845, 
the county was reduced to its present limits.” (33) 


In Nov., 1884, Rowland Burns, when 27 years of age, married Miss Mary 
Emma Boles, age 20 years. Her family moved to Denison from Illinois and 
settled near the Burns farm, she was thirteen years old in 1877 when Rollie 
met her. Her family later moved to Coryell County near Gatesville. 


The story of Rowland Burns set him apart as a man who had risen to a 


place of unusual leadership as a West Texas pioneer, cattleman and civic — 


leader. He was co-founder of the great West Texas City of Lubbock and was 
affectionately known as “Rollie.” (19) 


I next wanted to see if any of Elder Burns’ grandchildren were still living. 
On the assumption that the three known children of Rowland Burns — Garza, 
George and Maude — might still be living in or near Lubbock I located a city 
directory of Lubbock and in keeping with my luck, I found the name “Garza 
C. Burns” listed as a resident of Lubbock. 


I wrote to Mr. Garza Burns and received confirmation that he was the 
grandson of Caleb and son of Rowland and Emma Boles Burns. He also 
provided me with the names and addresses of his sister, Mrs. Richard H. Mc- 
Crummen of Seminole, Texas, and of his brother, George Y. Burns of Chats- 
worth, California. Letters were dispatched to them with the result that I re- 
ceived photographs of Elder Caleb Burns, his wife Jerusha and their children. 
Included also was a family portrait of their father and mother, Mr. and Mrs. 
Rowland Burns. | 


Among the things loaned me by Mrs. McCrummen was an original letter 
written by Elder Burns to his wife when he was prospecting for gold in Cali- 
fornia. The letter was dated January 18, 1850; it is very tenderly and beauti- 
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fully written and reflects a lonely homesick husband and father. He had left 
his home in Nodaway County, Missouri, and journeyed by mule with a wagon 
train to the gold fields of Nappa Valley, California. In the letter to Jerusha, 
his wife, he wrote: 


Nappa Valley Jan. 18th, 1850 
Upper California 


Dear Wife, 


As I have an opportunity of sending you a few lines by two gentlemen 
going to Missouri and I thought best to embrace the opportunity as the mail is 
considered uncertain. These lines leave me in moderate health. I hope this 
will find you enjoying better. I have had the chills and fever all the fall but 
am clear of them now. I was taken down soon after I came here and did not 
get well until I left there. I am in Nappa Valley North of San Francisco Bay 
in the old settled part of the county. J am with old friends from Missouri and 
have all the accomodations the county affords. I do not expect to do any work 
this winter though I could make from five to eight dollars per day if I could 
work but the rain is falling incessantly and the country in a flood of water and 
I am compelled to keep myself dry to gain my health and strength by spring as 
I design going to the mines again. I do not know how to address you as I 
have not heard from you yet, and not whether you have received any of my 
letters but presuming you have I will inform you of some things that have 
taken place since I wrote last. Myself and Dalph worked two months in the 
mines. Made one ounce per day returned to this place to spend the winter but 
being discouraged in making money here Dalph left me four weeks ago to go 
to the mines to winter with Swearingens. I have not heard from him since I 
have seen none of the boys that started with me since I reached California. 
They scattered to the four winds. I have seen a portion of the mining and 
farming country and do not like the country. My advice to friends is this if 
they are making a living at home stay there although once in a while a man 
strikes it rich and makes money but it is unpleasant and unhealthy and uncer- 
tain the rains set in earlier than usual and still continue. The river Sacramento 
has overflowed its banks the city inundated. Property very high horses from 
2 to 3 hundred dollars milk cows too dollars great demand for them I mean 
American cows. Provisions and clothing very high. Board $2.00 per day. 
If I had an opportunity I could amuse you for hours with the history and 
customs of this country. I hope.to have that pleasure next Christmas holliday 
for then if I keep my health I will be at home with you all. Now I expect you 
wish to know what my prospects and designs are they are not so flattering 
as they might be. I am making arrangements to take with me into the mines 
in the spring 1 or 2 Indians that are to be hired here for $20.00 per month 
and are as good hands as any. I know where I can make an ounce per day 
to the hand the year around. There I shall go and stay until I am ready to 
start home which will be about the 15th of Oct. next. I would be glad to see 
you oh you are in all my dreams. I think the time long though you know not 
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how dearly I do love you; I never knew it till now. You must write to me 
often you have nothing else to do. Write 2 letters at a time and send one to 
Sacramento City and the other to San Francisco for I do not know which 
place I will be at first and I want to hear from you every month in the year 
but you cannot expect to hear from me often this winter for I cannot write 
after I go to the mines make yourself happy take good care of the babes give 
my love to all the family and all friends. Tell them I would write to them but 
I have no time when I have an opportunity I want your Pa to see that our 
house if it is rented not to go to rack and have the fences kept up around my 
trees for that is my home. Tell my friends to write me. Tell Alexander I 
have heard from his friends in Oregon, they are all well and are doing well. 
Manly Currer been in the gold mines and made a raise. There is a chance to 
hear from every place in the world but home. I must come to a close I will 
write again very soon my love to all of you my dear Jerusha I can only say 
words to you, now but I hope through the blessings of a kind and loving 
Saviour to be able to once more embrace you in my arms and prove to you 
how sincerely I am yours forever. (20) 


Signature 


C. S. Burns 
To Jerusha Burns 


There was also a published biography of Rowland Burns, Rollie Burns 
by W. C. Holden, Professor of History, Texas Technological College, in 
which Rollie tells the story of his father’s journey to Texas. (16) 


From this book I learned the following facts: Rollie Burns was born in 
April, 1857, and was just four years old when his family left their home in 
Missouri about April 1861. Making the journey to Texas by covered wagon 
and hack were Elder Burns, his wife Jerusha and their six children — Rollie, 
Mary, Elizabeth, Florence, Robert and Tom. They had made their home in 
Nodaway County, Missouri, which was once a part of Andrew County, Mis- 
souri. According to Rollie Burns, his father had led in the organizing of 
Nodaway County, Missouri. (16) 


To further confirm the facts as related in the biography of Rowland 
Burns, I wrote a letter to the State Historical Society of Missouri located in 
Columbia, and got the following information confirming some established facts 
pertaining to Rev. Burns’ life in Missouri. 


Laura P. Crane, reference librarian of the state historical society writes: 


“I have scanned the History of Nodaway Missourt, 1882, and find 
mention of C. S. Burns and John Saunders on page 264 in a list of old settlers 
who located in Polk Township before the year 1850. 


Page 270-271 contains biographical information on Caleb P. Burns. This 
person may or may not be your Burns. He built a log house and opened 
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afarm. In 1849 at the time of the gold excitement, he went to California, 
but now lives in Texas. He was Deputy Sheriff when Nodaway County was 
included in the Burns Addition to the city of Maryville. 


“About the time of the commencement of the Civil War, there was an ex- 
change of farms between persons living in Missouri; Murphy took Caleb P. 
Burns’ land in Missouri and Burns took Downing’s land in Texas.” (29) 


As was the custom of the day, Elder Burns wore a long black mustache 
and his face was covered with a stubble beard. 

In his earlier days in Kentucky, Caleb Burns numbered among his ac- 
quaintances the Austins and the Boones. 


With his brother-in-law, John Saunders, Caleb Burns pioneered and 
founded the county seat of Maryville in Nodaway County, Missouri, where 
Rowland (Rollie) Burns was born, April 6, 1857. Due to the tension of the 
slavery issue, Maryville was not the best place to live in the 1850’s. In the 
winter of 1860-61, Elder Burns met a “Yankee” from Collin County in Texas, 
who had a farm and seven hundred head of cattle and some horses there. Elder 
Burns traded him his Maryville home for the property (sight unseen) in Collin 
County, Texas. 


The family crossed into Texas at Colbert’s Ferry over the Red River just 
about four miles northwest of the present city of Denison, though at this time 
there was no city. 


From here they followed a wagon trail to their new home site on Honey 
Creek in Collin County near Weston. 


An investigation of the deeds records in the Collin County Court House 
in McKinney, Texas, shows that Mr. and Mrs. Nathaniel H. Murphee of 
Nodaway County, Missouri, sold property on the Culwell-Blackwell Survey 
in Collin County to Caleb S. Burnes. (Note that the deed spells Burns with 
an “e’”’.) : 


The deed was signed Sept. 24, 1861, in Nodaway County. B. C. Ford 
was the county clerk who drew up the document. This deed was recorded in 
Collin County, December 19, 1861, Buford Henry, County Clerk. 


This farm was located near the community of Weston, in N/E Collin 
County. Weston is the oldest town in the county and is 13 miles N/W of 
McKinney on the Culwell Survey; Weston Township is situated on the divide 
between Honey Creek and the east fork of the Trinity. 


This town was settled in 1842 by William Culwell. Miss Mary Margaret 
Button, decendent of William Culwell, who resides at Weston gave me assis- 
tance in locating the ““Burns’ Cemetery” on Honey Creek. Larvin Adamson, 
who came to Weston in 1&50, named the town for his former hometown 
Weston, Missouri, which was located on the Missouri River about 10 miles 
from Leavenworth, Kansas, on the Missouri side. 
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Two and a half miles north of Anna, and two and a half miles south and ] 


east of Van Alstyne, was the location of the town of Mantua, in Collin County, 
on the Grayson County Line. This community is important because it was 
the location of possibly the First Christian congregation in Texas. The town 
was established about 1850-54 and attained a population of an estimated 300 
persons. The first meeting of our people for worship was in the home of Carrol 
McKinney and in 1850 they met in the Liberty School House; later in 1854 a 
church building was erected. The building of the Texas and Central Railroad, 
which by-passed Mantua, caused the entire township to move to the new town- 
site which is now Van Alstyne. The location of the old Mantua Christian 
Church was pointed out to me by Mr. W. L. (Bill) Lawrence of Anna, who 
now farms this site. } 


J. B. Wilmeth was the earliest minister to hold services for the Mantua 
congregation. The first recorded meeting was in the home of Mr. Carroll 
McKinney on the 2nd Sunday in November, 1846. 


In April of 1847, Dr. Asbury Cartwright moved near Mantua and led 
in the construction of a log church house in 1850; four years later the church 
was enlarged under the leadership of Dr. B. F. Hall. Dr. Hall and Addison 
Clark published a church paper, the first of its kind for the Christian Church. 
This Mantua congregation also financed Dr. Clark as county evangelist. (37) 


According to the church records, this Mantua congregation was res- 
ponsible for the starting of churches in Galveston, Cedar Bayou, Glen Rose, 
McKinney, Sherman, Gainesville, Howe, Melissa, White Mound and Anna. 


In 1888, many church members moved to Van Alstyne but until 1891 ser- 
vices were held in both locations. In this year, both groups united to form the 
present Van Alstyne Christian Church. (19) 


The reason the town of Mantua is mentioned in this story of Caleb S. 
Burns is because at this time Rev. Burns and his family lived at Weston within 
easy wagon distance of Mantua. It seems only possible that with Rev. Burns’ 
devotion and preaching ability that he could easily have worshiped with the 
members of the Mantua Christian Church. As stated it is thought to be the 
first Christian Church established in Texas. In 1874 Rev. Wilmeth came to 
Denison while Elder Burns was minister and preached for our congregation, 
further proof of Elder Burns having had an early relationship with our First 
Christian Church in Texas. Here we find Elder Caleb S. Burns in the very 
midst of our earliest Disciples’ history in our state. It was at Mantua that com- 
pany D of Ninth Texas Calvary was mustered, February 1862. Addison and 
Randolph Clark, later to found Add-Ran College, joined the Ninth Calvary at 
Mantua. (19) 


Upon arriving at his farm in Collin County, Rev. Burns decided not to 
attempt to keep the cattle on his farm and so he traded them to a Mr. Mc- 
Whorter for a span of mules. He then settled down to farming and raising 
horses. 
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In 1861, when the Federal troops were withdrawn from the frontier forts 
in Texas, the Indians went on a rampage. Elder Burns became uneasy for 
the welfare of his family and made plans to return with them to Missouri. 
However, this did not become necessary, for in 1864, the chain of frontier forts 
was re-established. This gave security to the pioneer families in Texas. In 
1867, after six years in Collin County, Elder Burns’ family decided to return 
to Missouri. There were now three more children, Jerry, Maggie and Maud. 
This made nine young mouths to feed. To complicate the move, they had 150 
head of horses to drive back to Missouri. (16) 


This move of Missourians to Texas finds verification in the 1946 issue 
of the Missouri Historical Review for July. The article was titled “Cured of 
the Texas Fever” and was a reprint of a story published in the Liberty Mis- 
souri Tribune, August 24, 1860. 


“Emigrants, many of our citizens will doubtless re-collect the large train 
of emigrants from Clay County which passed through this city about a year 
since (enroute) for Texas. The train consisted of some fifteen wagons, two 
hacks, and several negroes. On last Thursday they were again in our city, 
wending their way to old Clay County, having got their satisfy of Texas 
_... Thus it is with hundreds of Missourians who became dissatisfied, and 
move off in hope of finding a better country.’’ (30) | 


On their return trip, they met an old neighbor coming south from Noda- 
way County, and when Elder Burns heard of the unrest still prevailing in 
Maryville and the abolitionist feuds in Nodaway County, he turned his wagons 
around and headed back to Texas. In September, 1868, four years before the 
founding of Denison, the Burns family located in Grayson County, just three 
miles east of the future townsite of Denison. Here they bought a 100 acre 
farm for $200 down on the T. V. Blagg survey from W. C. and L. A. Lanman. 
A near neighbor was Alf Sewell and across the road lived a pioneer family 
named Lankford. 


Rowland Burns, son of Caleb, remembers “‘a cattle trail ran by our place 
during the late 60s. It came by Dallas, crossed Red River at Preston Ferry 
and went to Baxter Springs, Missouri. During the late spring and early sum- 
mer lots of herds came along this trail.” (16) 


A log house was erected by Elder Burns with two large rooms with an 
open hall between called a dog trot, a shed behind and a porch in front. Pass- 
ing just in front of their farm was a well-established cattle trail and immigrant 
trail that led from Red River about four miles away, on down south to Dallas. 


In September 1872, Denison was plotted by engineers of the Katy Rail- 
road and was laid out to be the terminus of the M. K. & T. from Kansas 
through the Indian Territory to Texas. On Christmas evening December 25, 
1872, the first train arrived in Denison, then little more than a shanty town 
and bawdy tent city. It was one of the toughest Texas border towns of the 
period. 
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My next discovery was the actual location of Caleb Burns’ farms in Collin} 


County and in Grayson County and they were traced through the Record of! 
Deeds in the county seat. Facts confirming the Collin County farm have been |! 
‘previously stated in the letter received from the Missouri Historical Society and | 
from a descendent of the Lankford family in Denison, I received further con- | 
firmation of the Grayson County location when she told me how she had heard ; 


her grandparents speak often of their neighbor, the Rev. Burns’ family. 
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From Biography of Rowland Burns, Grandson of Caleb S. Burns written | 


by Prof. W. C. Holden of Texas Technilogical College in Lubbock. 


{ 
3 


March (First Week) 1873 — Rowland Burns, son of Caleb S. Burns leaves his | 
home near Denison and joins a military company led by Capt. Conrad | 
Wegeforth — this company was organized to protect a surveying 
party of the Texas Immigrant Aid and Supply Company heading 


west to Childress, Collinworth and Donley Counties. (16) The week 
following Rowland’s leaving his home his father Caleb S. Burns held 
the first service in Denison for our church. 


July, 1874 — Rowland Burns, son of Rev. Burns, visited Weston in Collin 
County, where his family lived prior to 1867. (16) 


Winter 1875-76 — Rowland Burns, son of Rev. Burns, spent the winter at 
home in Grayson County. In the spring of 1876, he was employed 
by a neighbor Mr. Alf Sewell to drive his cattle to Little Lost Valley 
in Jack County. About 1876, he returned to Denison where he got 
a job with John C. Denney, a butcher. (16) 


Spring, 1877 — Rollie Burns, son of Rev. Burns, was fired from his butcher 
shop job in Denison. He left for Jack County and Jacksboro to work 
on a ranch. 


Winter of 1877-78 — Rollie Burns, son of Rev. Caleb Burns, spent the winter 
in Denison with his family. (16) 


Spring, 1878 —- Rollie Burns hired out to a neighbor, Barney Thomas, in 
Grayson County to drive a herd of 200 yearlings to Kimble County. 


Fall, 1879 — Rollie Burns spent the time at home with his family until the 
spring of 1880. In March, he returned to Jack County working for 
Hale, Dunn, and Henson. One of his pardners was Henry Hensley 
of Jack County; Hensley’s nick-name was “Gawk.” L. A. Wilson, 
who owned the Paddle Brand Ranch was a son-in-law of John 
Hensley. (16) 


Summer, 1880 — Rowland Burns broke his arm and returned to Denison to 
see a doctor. He stayed home until March 1881, when he returned 
in April to work for Hale, Dunn, & Henson. (16) 


Such can be the adventure awaiting any minister if he will only exercise 
a little curiosity. I now have the history of this church thoroughly documented 
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with the name and time of services of every minister from 1873 to the present 
time. It all began with the discovery of Elder Caleb Burns. Through the 
cooperation of the membership, I have now collected many old photographs, 
newspaper clippings, and many priceless documents. We have established a 
historical room and have on display this interesting material. The Church 
Board has written into its budget a sum to underwrite further historical re- 
search. 


Thus, you see how, with a little persistent research, I was able to recon- 
struct a priceless bit of history that in a few more years might have become 
completely lost. We have now the name and facts concerning the life and 
work of the first known minister of our church. We have knowledge of an 
active group of Disciples in Denison at work establishing a church within six 
months of the founding of the city and within three months of the city’s in- 
corporation. We now know that our congregation can add 10 more years to 
its history of Christian service. I began a real historical adventure when I 
discovered Elder Caleb Burns. 7 


I urge others to follow this historical adventure trail in your own church. 
If you are a new congregation, select someone to be your historian and begin 
now to preserve your records for those who will one day follow in your foot- 
steps. I am glad that the Disciples of Christ Historical Society of Nashville, 
Tennessee, inspired me to take this adventure trail in church history. 


REFLECTIONS ON THE BIRTH OF OUR CHURCH 


Once we were a part of our Master’s dream 
‘Conceived in His love for mankind 

Carried in His heart 

Brought forth in the pangs of anguish and sacrifice. 
Born in the shadow of a cross 

Into a world where compassion was a stranger 
Where womanhood and childhood were no concern 
Of an indifferent world. 

A world where might seemed right 

And the meek had no inheritance 

Where priest and Levite passed by in haste 

To attend the flickering fires on their ancient altars. 
Into a world where law was written ort stone 
Holding down spirits seeking to rise 

In search of freedom and truth 


Her first concern was — 

For the poor that they might have bread 
For the blind that they might see 

For the dumb that they might speak 

For the lame that they might walk 

And for the deaf that they might hear. 
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Men heard and so they came — 

Fishermen, laborers, priests, soldiers, 

The old, the young, the rich, the poor — the sick 
They all heard your voice. 

Calling in remembrance of Him. 

They came, they listened, they were changed, 
They spoke of His love 

Throughout the world. 

Where two or three were gathered 

They proclaimed His resurrection 

And remembered their Lord around His table. 


Christ’s plan for His church was a builder’s plan 
To give to you that which time could not destroy 
Against which the gates of hell could not prevail. 
A foundation deep as eternal love 

Your walls as strong as His faith in mankind. 
Jesus the carpenter 

With a builder’s skill, did employ 

To give to you that which the power of death 
Could not destroy. 


Men have abused you. 

Selfish ones have used you. 
Doubters have ignored you. 
Narrow souls sought to divide you. 


Yet you were born to live and never die. 
_ For you came forth from Him — 
And from Him thou hast life eternal. 


Today our church remembers it’s birth 
This is no small occasion. 
May we guard, protect and keep aglow 
The spirited fire 
Which is our divine inheritance, 
From those who have gone before. 
Today we remember the past 
Today we look to the future. 
Today we seek to recapture 
The expectancy that filled the hearts 
Of those pioneers of faith 
We remember them in reverance 
We honor them and their sacrifice 
Our church today is the fulfillment of their faith, 
And our Master’s dream. 
H. Daniel Morgan 
2-14-61 
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CHAPTER III 


A LOOK AT THE PAST 
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A LOOK AT THE PAST 


1. 1873 to 1880 


The Denison Daily News on Wednesday, March 12, 1873, carried the fol- 
lowing simple news item: “Elder Burns of the Christian Church will preach 
next Sunday at Pickett’s School House on Rusk Street, a general invitation 
is extended to the Denison Public.” 


In the early days of our Brotherhood it was: part of our tradition that 
Elders were our frontier preachers and they actually earned their living as 
farmers, merchants or in some other gainful employ. Elder Burns was no 
exception as we noted in the preceding chapter. 

We have no way of knowing how many responded to his appeal to attend 
this service but we do know it must have been encouraging for from this date 
forward regular called services were held by this small band of Christians who 
wished to establish a congregation after the tradition of the Christian Church 
according to the principles of the “Restoration Movement.” 


As late as 1879 there were only three churches in Texas that had “stall 
fed” preachers who gave their full time to the ministry. They were located at 
Sherman, Dallas and Austin, Texas. 


Denison completed its first census in May 1873 and boasted a population 
of 3,917 citizens. As noted in Chapter I, Denison was one of the roughest, 
rowdy, fast growing cities in North Texas. The city was only 8 months old 
when this census was taken. This same month marked a terrible siege of 
cholera that took many lives in Denison. The dead were buried on “Pau Pau 
Hill” east of Denison. There were only two doctors in town at this time; Mrs. 
Bill Linden remembers them as being Dr. Alex Acheson and Dr. Berry. 


The first congregation in Denison to organize and to call a minister was 
the First Presbyterian Church and they progressed so well under the leader- 
ship of Rev. J. Milligan that a building contract was awarded and work begun 
on July 17, 1873. September 20th of this year was the occasion of a nation- 
wide bank panic, starting in New York. 


Elder Burns commuted from his farm located about 3 miles east of town 
(on what is now East Main Street) and continued to hold services for our 
people. Perhaps these were not held regularly at first but as interest grew an- 
nouncements appeared in the paper that would indicate a loosely organized 
group had banded together for worship. 


We gather from reading the early newspapers that visiting Elders were 
asked to preach. On February 14, 1874, Elder J. R. Wilmath was announced 
as a speaker for the Sunday morning and evening services. The congregation 
was now meeting in “Fernald’s School House on Woodard Street, just East of 
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the M. E. Church.” Rev. Wilmeth is distinguished as having been the first 
minister of our Mantua Christian Church organized in 1846. This was the 
earliest recorded congregation of our people in Texas. Rev. Wilmeth’s coming 
+o Denison was no doubt at the invitation of Elder Burns who had lived at 
Weston, Texas, a few miles south of Mantua. Elder Burns lived at Weston for 
about 6 years and during this time no doubt met Rev. Wilmeth and a lasting 
friendship was formed. 


In November 1874 Elder Burns sold his farm and moved to Denison. 
This gave him a better opportunity to oversee the little flock and give them 
guidance in their weekly worship. In April of 1875 Elder Burns announced 
in the paper that worship services now would be held in the “Good Templar’s 
Hall”; both a morning and evening service was called for. 


The Denison News states the first Baptist Church in Denison was or- 
ganized on March 28, 1875. They had sixty members. Their first building 
was a frame structure 30 x 44 feet. 


On May 4, 1876, our congregation held their first meeting to discuss the 
possibility of erecting a church building and went so far as to purchase “two 
lots above Shedder’s Blacksmith Shop.” 


The first time our congregation was recognized officially was in the 
earliest Denison Directory published in 1876, six other white congregations 
were listed along with two Negro Churches. 


The Daily Cresset for May 3, 1876, lists the following churches: St. 
Luke’s Episcopal, Woodard and Fannin; Methodist Episcopal, Woodard near 
Rusk; Denison Baptist, Main and Barrett; First Presbyterian, Gandy and 
Burnett; Christian Church, Stegmiller’s Hall, corner Main and Burnett; St. 
Patrick’s Catholic. 


In patie 1876 a debate between Rev. R. C. Horn of the Sherman 
Christian Church and a Baptist preacher named R. W. Thomas drew over 500 
people from the Denison area. They debated on the subject: ‘The Practice 
and Teaching of the Christian or Reformed Church are in accord with the 
Word of God.” They met at Whitemound about 3 miles from Kentuckytown. 
Such debates at this early day were quite common occurances and it must have 
attracted many of our local church members and gave them a sense of their 
mission and their importance. 


In May, 1876, our congregation was listed in the Denison Daily News in 
the regular notices of religious services held in Denison. At this time our con- 
gregation had moved from Fernald’s School House to Stegmiller’s Hall at 
the corner of Main and Burnett Street. This was possibly a better place for the 
growing congregation than the Good Templars’ Hall. We know that both of 
these places continued to be used by church groups who were in the process of 
8etting organized and our church met in both of them from time to time. 
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Denison seemed to be growing quite rapidly for by 1876 the population | 
had increased to 5,852. The newspaper made many references to Elder Burns — 


and recorded funerals and weddings held for our people. 


In April of 1879 a notice was placed in the paper asking all persons in- 
terested in the organizing of a Christian Church to let their interests be known, 
this would seem to indicate that up until this time only a very loosely organized 
group had been meeting. 


2. 1880 to 1890 


By 1883 there was a Christian Congregation at Preston Bend. One of 
the Elders of the Denison Church assisted this group in their services; he was 
Elder W. B. Stinson. This Elder also assisted Elder Burns in holding services 
for our Denison Church. 


On May 1, 1883, our people finally achieved a long and anticipated dream. 
They purchased property from Mr. and Mrs. M. Chichet at the corner of Arm- 
strong and Crawford. They no doubt disposed of the property above 
Sheddar’s Blacksmith Shop that was previously mentioned. They made a down 
payment of $150.00 and the Trustees acting in behalf of our church were C. P. 
Parrish, Lem Freeman, A. E. Wilkinson, A. O. Nall, and J. D. Overturf. 


On August 12, 1883, the following notice was inserted in the Sunday 
Gazetteer: ‘The Christian Brotherhood held a meeting in this city a short 
time since for the purpose of devising means to erect a house of worship. It 
was agreed to go on with the erection of the building with such means as they 
had on hand, and send out Elder C. A. Hall to sister churches to solicit aid 
for the construction of the building. Elder A. B. Smith was also requested by 
the brethren to accompany Elder ‘Hall for the purpose of assisting with the 
lecturing or preaching as a means of calling congregations together. 


“Elder Dimmitt of Sherman has been invited to hold a protracted meeting 
in this city at as early a date as possible. D. S. Harnest (who lived in the 
country) James W. Ragland, J. D. Overturf were appointed as a building 
committee.” 


The first services in the new frame building were held on Sunday, Septem- 
ber 30, 1883. Elder A. B. Smith began a revival in the new church building. 
his subjects were classified in the newspaper as “Doctrinal.” It seems to have 
taken about a month and a half to complete their first church building. In 
October Elder Dimmitt of Sherman came over to hold a meeting for our con- 
gregation. 


In May, 1884, Rev. Robert Dulin was one of our ministers and served 
along with Elder Burns and Elder Stinson as spiritual leaders of this congre- 
gation. In June of this year our church was honored to have Elder Charles 
Carlton of Bonham come and speak to us. He was president of Carlton Col- 
lege, and a graduate of Bethany College under Alexander Campbell. 
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In September, 1884, our church made its building available to the city 
school for the purpose of caring for the overflow of school pupils. 


On August 2, 1885, a State-Wide Meeting of the Christian Churches was 
held at Sherman and records show quite a few of our members attended this 
State Meeting. On August 16, 1885, there was a notice in the paper that the 
“Noted Divine Rev. C. C. Cline” would preach at our church, further informa- 
tion as to just who he might be was not found. 


In 1886 that ladies of ou rchurch organized a “Ladies’ Aid Society’ and 
held regular meetings every Monday at 4:00 in the homes of the members. 
Mrs. W. Baker was the first president, Mrs. A. E. Wilkinson, Sec.-Treas. It 
was not until 1889 that we organized a “Christian Endeavor Society” with 
W. O. Lane serving as president and Miss Carrie Baker, Sec.-Treas. The 
year 1887 provided a much talked about occurance in our church. Our minis- 
ter at this time was Rev. John O. Cook; he was set upon and caned by one of his 
members, Mr. J. R. McGee, in the lobby of the Post Office. Mr. McGee ac- 
cused his pastor of having an affair with his wife. This assault on our min- 
ister occured on August 21, 1887, and the newspaper carried all of the lurid 
details which I am certain were avidly read by the Denison public. Subsequent 
notices in the Gazetter told of Rev. Cook having to leave the city due to action 
taken by his congregation. 


In February, 1887, another successful revival was held in our church and 
the newspaper listed the following persons as having been brought into the 
membership by baptism: Mrs. L. Neal, Nora Neal, Ellen Murray, Mrs. Mary 
Wells, Mrs. Noel, John Culver, Mrs. F. Throgmorton, Mrs. McDuffey, Mrs. 
Doyle, Mr. C. Johnson, J. Porter, Mrs. Ida Clary, Jessie Elmore, Mr. Robert 
Brooks, Mrs. J. McHauson, Mr. and Mrs. M. B. Thomas, Mrs. Mosse, Miss 
Reta Coats, Mr. Hemby, Mrs. Burton, Oliver Atkins, Jenny Starks, Mr. and 
Mrs. G. Cromwell, Mr. and Mrs. J. A. Cox, Mr. Joe Turley. 


An event that must have caused much enthusiasm among our people was 
the visit of the well known Elder A. J. Bush of Thorp Springs in Hood County. 
This was the location of Add-Ran College. He preached for us on Sunday, 
December 12, at both morning and evening services. He might have been 
here in behalf of the college. 


The winter of January, 1888, was so cold that the fuel ran out in Denison 
and all churches had to close. The newspaper tells of the children having their 
fun ice skating on every near-by cattle pond they found frozen over. 


The following Sunday, January 29, Elder Davis came over from Gaines- 
ville and filled our pulpit. On March 18, 1888, Rev. W. D. Stinson, former 
pastor, came here from Sherman to preach a series of sermons. 


In the summer of 1888 our congregation called Elder D. D. Boyle to be 
their minister ; he made his home at 812 W. Morgan. The name of Elder W. 
H. Wright is mentioned on July 29 as performing a wedding for a couple 
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from Pottsboro. No further information is known of this Elder. One of the 
first Golden Wedding Anniversaries of our church members was celebrated 
by Mr. and Mrs. C. Detamore at their home at 1011 W. Morgan. Rev. D. D. 
Boyle performed a ceremony in which the marriage vows were reaffirmed. In 
November Rev. Boyle held his own revival at our church. This same month 
of November on the 29th a sad event occurred, the beloved Caleb S. Burns 
passed away. His wife Jerusha had preceded him on March 20, 1883 just 
before we moved into our new church building. Rev. Burns was buried in 
the Lankford Cemetery east of town, located just across the road from where 
he first settled in September, 1868. He passed away at the age of 67 years. 


~-In December of this year the Christian Church needed a new coat 
of paint and the project was favorably acted upon by the members. The church 
at this time must not have had a baptistry because the newspaper referred to 
them using local tanks for their baptismal services. One of the most popular of 
these was Lallier Tank located two miles west of the city on Crawford Road. 


During Rev. Boyles’ ministry, M. D. Leedy served as Sunday School 
Superintendent. Our church began to grow in such numbers that in March 
1889 it was voted to enlarge the building. The church was moved back from 
the street and a new addition to the front was added; this made the interior 
60 x 40 feet. 


An active children’s organization in the church at this time was that of 
the “White Buds,” a little girls’ literary and musical society. This group 
was under the direction of Miss Henrietta Younger. Miss Mae Craig (Mrs. 
Mae Frame) was one of the active members. In April of 1889 Rev. D. D. 
Boyle conducted his own revival for our church. This was just six days after 
the opening of the Oklahoma Territory to the north. 


3. 1890 to 1900 


The most significant event of 1890 was the dedication of our church on 
Sunday, April 4. Three services were held during the day and the auditorium 
was filled to capacity for each service. At the morning hour Rev. F. M. Rains 
of Topeka, Kansas, was the dedication speaker. At three o'clock in the after- 
noon a congratulatory service was held; nearly every local minister was present 
and brought greetings. In the evening at the 8 o’clock hour General Gano 
of Dallas brought the sermon. 


It was on October 14, 1890, that Mr. and Mrs. David J. Eisenhower added 
a new member to their family. They named him David Dwight. The father 
worked as a wiper at the M. K. & T. Shops. 


On October 19, 1890, Rev. T. K. Freeman announced in the paper that 
services would be held for members of the Christian Church at the location 
of Scullin and Chestnut Avenue. We wish we knew more about this congre- 
gation. It might have been a mission church or a new organization of the 
Church of Christ. However, Rev. Thaddeus K. Freeman was listed in the 
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Denison Directory for this year as minister of our congregation and he boarded 


at the residence of A. W. Wilkinson. 


In May 1891 the congregation meeting at Scullin and Chestnut called 
Rev. Johnson as pastor and J. A. Arnold served as superintendent. This same 


Mr. Arnold was also listed as a member of our church at Crawford and Arm- © 


strong which indicates some connection between the two congregations. 


A Dr. Drew was called as minister of our church in 1893 and a Mr. J. 
Baker served as Sunday School Superintendent and resided at 1130 West 
Chestnut. 


On March 13, 1893, a well known pioneer figure of the Red River Terri- 
tory, Ben F. Colbert, died. His Red River Ferry was famous as a cattle and 
Butterfield Stage crossing. 


In January, 1894, a new minister, a Rev. Shelton, is listed for our church, 
with J. A. Arnold assisting as superintendent. Nothing further is known of 
the work of this minister; he did not remain long because by May 5, 1895, a 
Rev. John E. Elmore is known to have served as our minister. According to 
one of our members, Rev. Elmore had trouble with one of the lady members 
who forced her attentions on the minister while his wife was out of town. It 
was later proved that he was not at fault in this incident. 


In May of 1895 our church sponsored a mission at the corner of Travis 
and Munson Street. A Sunday School was held each Lord’s day. In the 
Denison City Directory for 1896-97 our congregation is listed at Crawford 
and Armstrong and there is also listed a Christian Church on the north east 
corner of S. Travis and Munson. No minister was listed for this congregation. 
Rev. Elmore, our minister, made his home at 711 West Chestnut next door to 
L. R. Craig. Rev. Elmore assisted this congregation referred to only as “The 
Christian Mission.” We sold this property to the Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church in 1808. 


Next minister to serve our church at Crawford and Armstrong was Rev. 
John C. Eubanks. He came to us in 1898. He later became the first county 
evangelist in the State of Texas. His son worked at Kingston Drug Store 
and accidentally drowned on Sunday morning. He had three daughters and 
one of them, Elizabeth, taught school in Denison. Eve and Johnnie were the 
other two. Rev. Eubanks made his home at 715 West Owing. 


4. 1900 to 1910 


The year 1900 got off to a good start by the Ladies’ Aid Society making 
plans to give a musical concert at the church toward the last of the year. The 
one held last year had been quite a success. Prof. Paul E. Pfeifer was the 
conductor. This was the year of the terrible hurricane that struck Galveston 
on September 8. The Christian Women’s Board of Missions was organized 
in 1892 in our church and in 1900 we had twelve members. They met the 
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first Monday of each month at the church. Mrs. N. H. L. Decker was presi-: 
dent, her home was at 219 West Hull; Mrs. Annie Fitzgerald was secretary, 
her home was at 519 West Morgan. Mrs. R. L. Causey of 401 West Texas. 
was treasurer of the organization and also served as sponsor of the Junior! 
Christian Endeavor Society which had 25 members. 


2h am aE ae: 


Another active group in the church was the Ladies’ Aid Society. These! 
ladies were always busy at work in behalf of the church’s needs. Mrs. R. L.. 


Causey was president, Mrs. L. Metcalf of 831 West Morgan was vice president, | 
Mrs. S. N. Grizzell of 805 West Morgan was Secretary and Mrs. J. O. Jackson | 


of 131 West Bond served as treasurer. 


In rgor the church called Rev. Wiley B. Carnes as pastor. He made his | 
home at 1025 West Morgan. Assisting him was C. Y. Blacknall as Sunday | 
School Superintendent. Mr. Blacknall made his home at 417 West Munson. , 
Rev. Carnes later went into partnership with a Mr. Rowland in opening a - 


grocery store. 


In 1go1 Rev. G. C. Freeman was in charge of the local YMCA. On Sun- 
day, November 26, 1901, Miss Ann Dowden a W.C.T.U. lecturer from Kansas 
City filled the pulpit of the Christian Church. Denison at this time was in the 
midst of a drive for prohibition. 


An organization that became a part of the social life of the church was the 
Penny-A-Day League. It was organized in 1901 by Mrs. D. R. Burch and 
Mrs. E. L. Boyd was the first president. They met every Monday in the 
homes of the members. The League held silver teas to raise money for the 
church. One of their responsibilities was the decoration of the church at 
Christmas time, Mrs. Blassingame led in this service. Some of the members. 
of the League were: Mrs. Blassingame, Mrs. Joe Cox, Mrs. Metcalf, Mrs. 
Nat Decker, Mrs. F. B. Williford, Mrs. W. T. Fullington, Miss Pansy Walker, 
Mrs. W. M. Freeman, Mrs. Dr. Chas. McGregor, Mrs. H. L. Gault, Mrs. 
Doyle, Mrs. Richie, Mrs. N. H. L. Delfeldt, Mrs. Morrell, Mrs. Sherburn, 
Mrs. Frame, Mrs. Lillie, Mrs. Deffabach, Mrs. Adamson. This group often 
served meals for the Chamber of Commerce. The minister suggested the 
League dissolve itself and work through the Woman’s Council. 


The minister Rev. W. B. Carnes later became head of the Denison Board 
of Trade as well as running his grocery store on Armstrong in Sugar Bottom. 
just across the Katy track. 


A tragedy struck The First Presbyterian Church of Denison when of 
January 17, 1904, the church was destroyed by fire. In 1904 Rev. James A- 
Shoptaugh became minister of our church; he lived at 213 S. Mirick. Rev. 
Shoptaugh came to the church from Kansas, his home was in Paris, Illino1s- 
When some ladies of the church learned he was a Republican they worked to 
get the church to call a minister who was a Democrat. Due to his bad cas¢ 
of asthma he had to resign and moved to Pueblo, Colorado. He died in Celina. 
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Kansas. While here he also ran a print shop. He was a very popular minister 
in Denison. 


On June 28, 1903, the steeple on our church was struck by lightning on a 
Sunday morning. Perhaps the minister’s sermon was electrically charged? 


An interesting article in the Sunday Gazetteer related the following social 
news item: August 2, 1903, ‘“There is a new special game which is getting 
to be popular in Denison. It is called “Christianity” and runs in this wise: 
The girls get on one side of the room and are called Christians, the boys get 
on the other side and are called heathens. The heathens all go over and em- 
brace Christianity.” 


Denison in 1904 was still a very “wet” town. The newspaper for January 
24, listed thirty four saloons in the city with twenty of these being located on 
Main Street. Little wonder our churches were aroused to the evils of drink. 
Many persons remember the numerous drunken brawls that occured in the 
vicinity of these “dens of iniquity.” 


A Rev. Ben Brook was announced as the preacher for our service on 
November 22, 1904 and Rev. B. J. Waugh was scheduled to hold a revival 
beginning that week. 


Rev. C. Y. Blacknall was listed in the paper as our Superintendent and 
Abbie Wertiz of 931 W. Morgan as leader of the Junior C. E. Rev. Shoptaugh 
moved from Mirick Avenue to 918 Crawford Street. 


The Daily News listed the Cumberland Presbyterian Church as being 
located at the corner of Barrett and Crawford, later it was to build at the corner 
of Armstrong and Woodard. ee 


July 9, 1904 Rev. Shoptaugh resigned as minister, and on November 16, 
the Evangelist Waugh held a revival for our people. He was widely acclaimed 


The Ladies’ Aid Society elected Mrs. W. C. Rutledge as their president 
in March 1905, Mrs. John Doyle, vice-president, Mrs. M. J. Fitzgerald their 
secretary-treasurer. 


On September 1, 1905 the church called Rev. George W. Lee to be their 
minister and he made his home at 705 W. Gandy. One of our living members 
who was a Timothy of our church was Rev. LeRoy Anderson. In September 
of this year he is reported as holding a revival at the South Gale School House 
five miles east of Denison, this meeting was sponsored by the Christian Church 
and resulted in fifteen additions. 


Another outstanding young man to come out of our church was Mr. 
Robert Drennan, he served as Supt. of the Sunday School succeeding C. Y. 
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Blacknall who had to move to California because of ill health. ‘“‘Bob’”’ later 
became a minister in the Church of Christ. 


Rev. George W. Lee began a revival for our church on August 23, 1905, 
and was assisted in the singing by a Mr. W. D. Lewis. While the meeting 
was in progress the church was visited by the father of Rev. W. D. G. Carnes 
who was here to see his son. 


The Cumberland Presbyterian Church celebrated the laying of its corner 
stone on November 21, 1905. Rev. F. E. Leech was the pastor. The new 
building was erected at the corner of Armstrong and Woodard. It was a neat 
stone trimed small red brick building. The building was planned to seat about 
400 in the sanctuary. It was to have six class rooms, ladies’ parlor and a 
pastor’s study. This church is reported because it was later to be purchased 
by our congregation and used until it was destroyed by fire. 


One of the first foreign missionaries to be mentioned as speaking in our 
church was Rev. Elsworth Faris of Dallas. He was scheduled to speak on 
January 15, 1906, but was forced to cancel his trip. He came later on February 
29 to fulfill the engagement. Rev. Faris was from our work in the Congo. 


The Ladies’ Aid Society reported in the January 24, 1905 paper that they 
had completed their project of laying a brick sidewalk around the church 
property. They announced only two days later they had scheduled one of Texas 
most distinguished orators, Mr. Homer T. Wilson of San Antonio. ‘Sparks 
on the Anvil” was one of his talks and another was “Christ Before Pilate.” 


The daughter of Rev. Carnes received some notoriety in having a song 
she had written published by a Chicago firm. It was a comic song titled 
“And Her Name Was Maude.” The February 13, 1906 paper told the story. 


A cook book of favorite receipes was published this same month by the 
Ladies’ Aid Society and they received help from several local merchants. 
Some of the ladies who lived on the south side of town organized a ‘“Woman’s 
Home Missionary Society” and held one of their first meetings in the house of 
Mrs. King at 201 W. Monterey. They met on February 24, 1906. 


Denison voted on February 26 to pave Main Street. This had long been 
a need as the city continued to grow. Rev. Carnes in addition to his regular 
duties as head of the Board of Trade did some preaching in the surrounding 


neighborhood of Denison and spoke often at the Cotton Mill School. It was — 


also about this time, March ro, that our neighbor to the North was informed 
that the bill for state-hood had passed the senate and the Indian Territory 
was admitted as one Commonwealth. 


Rev. J. C. Eubanks who served our church from 1898 to 1900 returned 
in his capacity as District Evangelist and spoke in behalf of the work at our 
church on March 26th. 


On April 22, 1906, the Bethany Cumberland Presbyterian Church wor- 
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shipped in their new building for the first time. Rev. F. E. Leech was the 
minister who started this congregation in Denison. 


Bob Drennan announced in the April 28 issue of the Denison Daily 
Herald that he would hold Sunday School at the Christian Mission at 231 W. 
Munson and prayer meeting. On November 3, 1906, a picture was featured . 
showing a ‘‘Mother Goose” party given by Mrs. Edward L. Boyd of 1028 W. 
Gandy for her son Edward Jr., on the occasion of his sixth birthday. There 
were thirty-five children in the picture and all were costumed to represent some 
Mother Goose character. 


Rev. Geo. W. Lee in 1906 was a very popular preacher for our church. 
He had served in the British Navy under Queen Victoria for ten years and 
lectured often about his experiences. One such announced address was given 
on December 1, 1906, and he also spoke at the Cotton Mill School that same 
week. He came to us from the Methodist Church; his salary was $50.09 per 
month. 


The minister of the Bethany Cumberland Presbyterian Church resigned 
on April 4, 1907, and moved to Whitewright. Rev. R. R. Rieves was called 
to be his successor. On July 20, 1907, the First Baptist Church let the contract 
for the erection of a new church building. The cost was estimated at sixteen to 
twenty thousand dollars. 


Rev. Lee was called out of town on August 17 and the church secured 
Rev. Tripp of Oklahoma to supply while Rev. Lee was gone. On October 3, 
1907, Denison held a prohibition election for Grayson County. Denison and 
Sherman went dry by a large majority. - This problem seems to be one that is 
always with us and each generation tries to solve it to their own satisfaction. 


Denison in 1907 sported three picture shows. They were the Nickle Palace, 
The Arcade Theater at 210 W. Main and the Empire Theater. The Opera 
House announced on October 30, 1907, the coming of Thomas Jefferson who 
would portray “Rip Van Winkle’ a part that made him extremely famous. 
A new Vaudeville Theater was erected in November and was located at 517- 
519 W. Main Street, and on the 14th work began on the new Katy Depot. 
Denison, it seems, was beginning to boom. 


On December 11, 1907, one of our pioneer ladies passed away; Mrs. M. L. 
Anderson, aged 77 years, at her home at 920 W. Crawford. She came to 
Denison in 1872 the year the city was founded. Rev. Geo. W. Lee conducted 
the funeral and the burial was in Fairview Cemetery. Her membership had 
been in the Christian Church since 1864. 


A significant event took place in 1907. It was the beginning of our Mis- 
sion Church on the southeast side of Denison. In April a congregation was 
Organized in the home of Mrs. Armeta Freeman at 200 E. Texas; it was not 
until later in 1917 that their first building was erected. 
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Though Rev. Lee was the pastor of our church we know that Rev. Carnes 
and J. C. Eubanks were still in Denison. Rev. Lee lived at 706 W. Owing at 
this time. Rev. Leroy Anderson of Denison was listed in the Disciples of Christ 
Year Book as preaching for our church at Howe, Texas. Rev. Anderson was 
most active in behalf of the smaller churches yet his ministry was to include 
some of our Brotherhoods’ better known congregations. 


Of interest to me is the record I found telling of Rev. A. E. Ewell as being 
our minister at Durant, Oklahoma, because in 1921 Rev. Ewell baptised me 
while serving the South End Christian Church in Houston, Texas. 


In the 1908 Year Book a Rev. J. B. Rhodes at 1002 Nelson is listed as 
living in Denison; he may have served some of our county preaching points? 
In 1908 Rev. Anderson was called to Ross Avenue Christian Church of Dallas, 
Texas. 


As a matter of historical interest is a copy of the minutes of the Ladies’ Aid 
Society written by Mrs. W. W. Ellis, secretary for 1907. Other officers were: 
Mrs. G. Metcalf, pres., Mrs. C. W. Smith, vice-president, Mrs. Wm. Wooden, 
secretary, Mrs. A. G. Payne, treasurer, these were elected for 1908. The book 


listed the following as active members: Mmes. Metcalf, Decker, Douglas Rod- 


gers, Gannon, Tripp, Causey, Jackson, Orr, Ellis, Blacknall, McGregor, Kret- 
singer, Lee, Daniels, Rutledge, Wray, Grizzell, Marchbank, Fullington, Turner, 
Walker, Graves, Fitzgerald, Hays, Pattie, Dayle, Dunbar, Richie, Rosbottom, 
Mercer, Strickling, Floyd, Payne, Wooden, Duffy, Watts, Burgett. 


Mrs. Lela Perry, a faithful member of our present congregation, remem- 
bers being baptized by Rev. Lee in 1908 at the old Christian Church. <A bap- 
tistry was in the floor of the Chancel platform. She was fourteen years old at 
this time. Her father P. H. (Pat) Perry ran a grocery store between Owing 
and Morgan on Mirick Avenue. 


Mrs. Ellis recorded numerous activities of the Missionary Society. One 
project begun on March 30, 1908, was the giving of every member five cents 
and to see who could make the most from this small beginning in just two 
months. Mrs. Payne was selected to collect back dues, a tea was planned in 
April at the home of Mrs. Payne, the ladies saw to the tuning of the church 
piano. | 


A supper was held on Main Street to raise money. The July 23, 1908, 
meeting reported $52.85 earned. 


The year of 1909 saw a change in ministers. Rev. Lee became involved 
in the problem of wanting a larger salary than $50.00 per month and our church 
at Greenville called him for $75.00. The local church nearly had a split over 
the issue of the salary and Rev. J. C. Mason, State Secretary, came up from Ft. 
Worth to help resolve the problem. The Greenville church withdrew their call 
due to the interference of certain of our people and of course, Rev. Lee had to 
leave. 
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Because of the bad feelings over the incident many members left our church 
and moved their membership to the newly organized South Side Christian 


Church. 


Rev. M. M. Davis who lived in Dallas supplied after Rev. Lee left. Rev. 
Davis served the old Ross Avenue Church for twenty-five years. He commuted 
to help our church until they could call a minister. The 1909 Year Book lists: 
R. P. Drennon, Thos. C. Tripp, Geo. W. Lee and LeRoy Anderson as minis- 
ters working in or out of Denison. The Ladies’ Aid Society at their March 1, 
1909, meeting decided to buy Rev. Davis a meal ticket good for 21 meals and 
Mrs. Dunbar offered a room in her house. Mrs. Metcalf and Mrs. Purcell also 
offered rooms for Rev. Davis when he was in town. Mrs. Dunbar lived at 710 
W. Owing at this time. 


The church finally called a Rev. Craig. He came to Denison from Ft. 
Worth and according to Rev. James Todd who remembers much of our early 
history, this having been his home. Some say that Rev. Craig lasted only six 
months and, because of the hard feelings still existing over Bro. Lee, Rev. Craig 
left and moved to Lancaster. 


At the October 4th Aid Meeting the ladies voted to have the baptistry in 
the church repaired. Mrs. Causey and Mrs. Blacknall were appointed to the 
task. Rev. Todd says he remembers Bro. C. B. Knight getting down in the 
baptistry and chunked the cracks with old rags so it could be used. It was made 
of wood and painted. The church became delinquent in the pastor’s salary 
and Mrs. Stewart and Mrs. Rosbottom were instructed to try and collect 
enough to pay him. 


Rev. V. L. Graves was next called to be pastor in 1910; he had two attrac- 
tive twin daughters, Opal and Pearl. His home was at 521 W. Gandy. The 
Ladies’ Aid bought three silver trays at $9.00 each and one aluminum filler for 
$2.85 and one silver breadplate; this action was at the February 7, 1910, meet- 
ing. (In the 1910 Disciples of Christ Year Book, Rev. James Todd, Jr. is 
listed as a minister with Denison as his home, Rev. Anderson was pastor serv- 
ing our church at Honey Grove.) 


These devoted hard working ladies decided to assist the new South Side 
Mission Church being served by Robert P. Drennon by donating $15.00 to ~ 
the church; also they gave $15.00 toward Rev. V. L. Graves’ salary. 


5. 1910 to 1920 


An interesting arrangement was made by the ladies at their Aid Society 
Meeting on March 10, 1910. They divided the city into wards and put the 
following in change: 1st Ward, Mmes Watts, Sherburne, J. O. Jackson, Mmes. 
Daniels; 2nd Ward, Mmes. Orr, Payne, Pattie Huilker; 3rd Ward, Mmes. 
Mausey, Rutledge, Wooden, Parcelle. 4th Ward, Mmes. C. Y. Blacknall, John 
Doyle, Burgett, Metcalf. At the meeting on November 10, 1910, the ladies 
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reported that “a parsonage was the crying need at the moment.”’ Sisters Rut- | 


ledge, Causey and Watts were appointed to meet with the Board regarding 
this matter. The project was dropped when they heard the Board’s financial 
report and of the church budget deficit. They did not even mention their hopes 
for a new parsonage. 


Among the activities of these ladies we noted the following projects com- 
pleted: had church yard cut, payments on preacher’s salary, bought church 
supplies, had windows and doors repaired, sold organ and got a new one, 
bought ceiling fans for church and also seven side wall fans ,sold Courier sub- 
scriptions, made aprons, quilts, baby clothes, held several bazars — all in 1911. 
We were still in our building at Crawford and Armstrong. 


On November 14, 1911 our church board with the approval of the con- 
gregation purchased the Bethany Cumberland Presbyterian Church located 
at Armstrong and Woodard Street. The Paris Presbytery set the price of 
$4,010.00. The trustees acting for our church were C. Y. Blacknall, R. L. 
Causey, L. Metcalf, Dr. W. C. Rutledge, M.D., R. M. Brooks, and J. O. 
Jackson. 


This Presbyterian congregation decided to disband and join their congre- 
gation with that of the First Presbyterian Church of Denison. 


Rev. Geo. W. Lee returned later in 1912 to serve our church. He was 
our minister when we bought the Presbyterian Church. Rev. Graves seems 
to have still been in Denison at this time. 


The Denison City Directory for 1913-14 lists Rev. Wm. D. Darnall as 
our minister and he lived at 817 W. Main Street, just across from the Waples 
Methodist Church. 


At the January 2, 1913, meeting of the Ladies’ Aid Society it was voted to 
enter a contest sponsored by the Denison Herald to win a new organ for the 
church. The contest was won by the St. Joseph Catholic Church. Our church 
and the Trinity Methodist Church won pianos. 


On January 13, Rev. G. W. Lee conducted the funeral for Mrs. Lucy A. 
Farcuhart, age 73 years. She was born December 8, 1839, and came to Denison 
in 1876 when 37 years of age. She was buried at Fairview Cemetery. She 
was one of the last links with the early beginning of the congregation. On 
April 10, 1913, they made plans for a social honoring the outgoing and incom- 
ing ministers, Rev. Graves and the new pastor Rev. W. D. Darnall. About 
May of 1913, he took up duties as pastor and lived at 617 W. Chestnut. Our 
congregation was now meeting in their new building. 


On the evening of July 16, 1913, tragedy struck our church. A fire broke 
out in the house located at 816 W. Woodard and destroyed five houses and 
our church building. The alarm was received at 2:45 a.m. 


After the fire our congregation met in the Aladin Theater at the invitation 
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of Mr. Thornton, Mgr. The XXI Club and the High School auditorium were 
also used for services. The Ladies’ Aid Society scheduled their services in the 
homes of members. 


On October 28, 1913, work was begun on our new church building at 
the same location, Armstrong and Woodard. Rev. Darnall proved a good 
leader during these days of re-building. Various groups in the church adopted 
memorial projects and the present beautiful stained glass windows are evidence 
of this sacrificial effort. 


On January 31, 1914, Rev. W. D. Darnall announced a special ceremony 
for the laying of the cornerstone on February 2. Over five hundred persons 
attended this service. Within the cornerstone there was placed a copy of the 
New Testament, copies of the Christian Courier and Christian Evangelist and 
the Constitution and by-laws of the Masonic order. This Fraternal organiza- 
tion conducted the ceremony. R. T. Forsythe of Denison was the architect and 
Mr. W. S. Gannon the contractor. The cost was not to exceed $15,000.00. 


Letters were written by the Ladies’ Aid Society to churches throughout 
the state seeking assistance in the buying of needed chairs. 


On June 29, 1914, work was declared completed on our new building. 


July 23 was clean up day at the church and the ladies worked hard to 
prepare the building for its first sermon. 


July 26, 1914, was announced by Rev. Darnall as Dedication Day. 


The program for the day included the well known educator, Dr. Chalmers 
McPherson of T.C.U. as speaker for the 11 a.m. and evening service. Serving 
on the church building committee were: W. D. Darnall, L. Metcalf (Sec. and 
Treas), J. O. Jackson, Robert Robertson. 


The pastor set July 26th as “Mountain Moving Day” and made an ap- 
peal for the raising of $8,000 in cash. The membership of our congregation 
had grown to 250 persons on the church roll with 135 in Sunday School. The 
local budget was set at $1,200.00 


The Year Book of The Disciples of Christ 1916-17 lists Rev. R. G. Flem- 
ing as our new pastor. He made his home at 825 W. Main. In 1917, the 
Denison City Directory lists Rev. W. D. Darnall as serving our South Side 
Christian Church, (Hull Street). 


December 9, 1915 — Ladies’ Aid Society Book, Page 194. 


Officers elected: President, Mrs. C. Y. Blacknall; rst Vice-Presi- 
dent, Mrs. T. H. Tillotson; 2nd Vice-President, Mrs. F. V. Hutchison; 
Secretary, Mrs. W. S. Gannon; Treasurer, Mrs. A. G. Payne. 


1916-17 — R. G. Fleming, Pastor — (Year Book) 
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1916 — State Convention Held at Waco. 
Ladies’ Aid Society Book, Page 116. 


Roll Call for 1916: 


Mmes. Baldwin, Decker, Fitzgerald, Blacknall, Delfeld, Fleming, 
Brooks, Duffy, Flinn, Burget, Dunbar, Fullington, Causey, Elmore, 
Gannon, Daniels, Fateene, Graham, Hutchison, Payne, Wilkinson, 
Jackson, Perry, Wooden, Mattison, Rosbottom, Melton, March- 
banks, Rutledge, Hoskins, Newland, Stewart, Orr, Pattie, Tillotson, 
Eggleston, Parsons, Watts, Frank Graves, Milton Miller, Crawford, 
Sue Brooks, Armstrong, Young, Blassingame, Taylor, Simonson, 
Parcell, Hannon, Boone, Gault, Jawcer, Will Baker, McPharen, 
McGinley, Cox, Collins. 


Page 120, Ladies’ Aid Society Book — Honorary Members of 1916: 
Messrs. Rosbottom, Dunbar, Mattison, Burget, Blacknall, Stewart, 
Johnson, Wilkinson, Gannon, Daniels, Simonson, Elmore, Bennett, 
Tillotson, Chas. Blacknall, Jr., McDermott, Melton, Hutchison, and 
Dr. Fleming. 


Sometime before Nov. 8, 1917, Rev. R. G. Fleming must have left our 
church because we now have a Rev. C. O. McFarland mentioned as our minis- 
ter. One of his first acts was to make plans for a roll call, Home-Coming and 
Re-union. | 


Working with the South Side Church was Rev. Lee Johnson, later to 
serve our Oak Cliff Christian Church in Dallas. The 1919 State Convention 
was held at Paris, Texas with a good group attending from our church. 


6. 1920 to 1930 


The year 1920 began with our church calling a new minister named Isaac 
E. Reid, his residence was at 810 W. Main. The membership of our church 
was put at 375 with 250 in Sunday School and the budget was $2,050.00. In 
the 1921 D. of C. Year Book this figure was changed to 450 members with 
300 in Sunday School. Brother Reid was small in stature and loved to preach 
on God’s beautiful nature — the birds and bees. 


The officers of our church board in 1922 were: C. W. Crawford, Chair- 
man; C. W. Leftwich, Clerk; M. M. Marshall, Treasurer; and F. B. Williford, 
Financial Secretary. 


Sometime after Sept. 1922 Rev. Reid left Denison and a Rev. Frank Pur- 
nell was called. He came from New Zealand and caused quite a stir when he 
attempted to change the name of the church to “Church of Christ.” He left 
here after a short ministry and moved to Oregon, according to Mrs. Gault and 
Mrs. Blassingame. The Year Book lists Rev. E. L. Cochran as pastor for 
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1922; he lived at 805 W. Gandy. September of this year marked the soth 
Anniversary of the founding of Denison. It was noted in the minutes of the 
Ladies’ Aid Society for June 14, 1923, that a “white wicker baby bed was given 
Mrs. Cochran. 


In 1925 Rev. Cochran moved to 818 W. Gandy but some time this year 
he must have moved out of the city since the D. of C. Year Book lists Rev. 
Joe E. White as pastor. 


An undated news paper article of 1926 tells of plans made by Dr. and Mrs. 
Joe White for the First Home-Coming of the Christian Church. (We remem- 
ber that on Nov. 8, 1917 Rev. McFarland had announced plans for a Roll 
Call and Home Coming.) The choir brought special music under the direction 
of A. M. Brennecke who also sang a solo. At 2 o’clock a dinner was served in 
the church basement. 


Rev. and Mrs. White made their home at 829 W. Sears. His wife was 
named Lady V. At this time Rev. John.L. Andrews of the South Side 
Christian Church was publishing a paper called the “Church News Letter’’ and 
the “Grayson County Journal.” 


In 1927 Rev. White moved to 906 W. Chestnut and became the active 
leader and teacher of the ““Everyman’s Bible Class” that met at the downtown 
“Hotel Simpson”, this was an interdenominational Sunday School Class. J. 
V. Conatser was one of the presidents of this class. 


In the summer of 1927 Rev. William R. (Bill) Vivrett served as pastor. 
He left this church sometime in 1928. Rev. Vivrett was active in the Denison 
Jr. Chamber of Commerce and the Denison Little Theater Group. Not being 
married he lived at the YMCA on Main Street. To his dismay he once over- 
slept a preaching appointment at the church and had to be aroused by an anx- 
ious member. His twenty-first birthday was celebrated here in Denison. An 
event of great meaning was the occasion when he baptized his bride of one 
month in our church. 


December 3, 1927, the Ladies’ Aid Society discussed the proposal to 
organize a “Women’s Council”. On February 9, 1928, Mrs. Horton from the 
Missionary Society in Ft. Worth came and explained the work of the Women’s 
Council. The ladies appointed the president of each society to arrange a future 
meeting for action. On February 26, 1928, Mrs. Wagner of Bonham came 
to Denison and explained the working of the Women’s Council. 


The first officers elected were: Mrs. Gault, President; Mrs. Fullington, 
Vice-Pres.: Mrs. Williford, Treas.; Mrs. Gannon, Sec.; Mrs. Pearce, Rel. Ed. 
Sec. ; Mrs. Hailey, Literature Sec.; Mrs. Freeman, Social Service Sec.; Mrs. 
Leftwich, Music Chmn. 


The first official meeting of the Council was held March 6, 1928, Mrs. 
Gault presiding and Rev. Vivrette brought a message titled: “On-Lookers 
in Religion.” In September, 1928, Rev. Vivrette left Denison and the 
Women’s Council gave him a farewell party. 
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In January of 1929 Rev. Ormand L. Shelton was called to be minister of 
our church. He and his family made their home at 91g W. Gandy. The 
church reported 425 members and 315 in Sunday School. On January 8 the 
Women’s Council made plans for a reception for the Sheltons. On July 1, 
1929, the council elected their new officers. They were: Mrs. W. M. Freeman, 
Pres. with Mrs. Fullington, Mrs. Fannie Elmore, Mrs. P. C. Quigley and 
Mrs. A. J. Stevenson as group leaders. 


On July 12, the Young Peoples’ Discussion Club had an outing and swim- 
ming party at Cook Springs. Those attending were: Mrs. P. W. Burtis, 
Jr., Misses Ellen Lanter, Leone Zimmerman, Gertrude Linden, Margaret 
Berry, Dean Burget, Biffle Dickey, Edna Harrell, Elmora Page, Grace Talley 
and Maxine Wells of Oklahoma City. Mesdames Leo Waltz, P. W. Burtis, 
Jr., and the Class Teacher, Mrs. E. L. Hailey. 


September 2, 1929, the Women’s Council held an all day meeting with 
Rev. and Mrs. W. R. Holder of Bonham as the speakers. They were re- 
turned missionaries from Africa. Rev. Holder was introduced by Rev. Shel- 
ton. His message was titled, “Womanhood in Africa.” 


On Sunday, September 6, a service honoring our college students was 
observed. Students present were: Lucile Galloway, Virginia Hailey, Elma 
Leftwich, Cleo Plummer, Merle Plummer, Eloise Williford, Doak Blassin- 
game, Don Freeman, Dan Deffebach, Chas. Waddington, Leroy Anderson, 
Linden Carpeter, Clifton Conatser, Robert Mays, Alfred Gault and Alexander 
Gullett. 


7. 1930 to 1940 


On January 6, 1930, Rev. O. L. Shelton announced a coming revival by 
the Rayburn Evangelist Team. In the spring of 1931 Rev. Shelton left Deni- 
son. Rev. Shelton at the time of his death was serving as president of our 
Bible College at Butler University in Indianapolis, Indiana. 


Coming for a brief ministry in the early part of 1931 was Rev. Eugene 
McConley. Rev. McConley brought Colby D. Hall, E. M. Waits, (President 
of Texas Christian University), J. B. Holmes, Dr. Royal J. Dye, (Missionary), 
to Denison as guest speakers. He held one revival for our church. It was 


during Rev. McConley’s ministry that the first Boy Scout Troop was organized 
with Dick Finch in charge. 


A Men’s Bible Class was organized that grew to over 100 members aver- 
age attendance. Walter Bryant served as Sunday School Superintendent. 
Claude Standifer was chairman of the board and he was succeeded by Mr. 
Dickey. Pianist for the church was Pansy Parsons with Clara Lewis as choir 
director. Dean Burget and Biffle Dickey were youth directors. Rev. McCon- 
ley remembers Mrs. Fannie Elmore as being the most faithful and sacrificial 
worker. She was known as the Mother of the Church. 
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Rev. McConley attended the 1932 International Convention in Pittsburgh, 
accompanying him were Roy Biser of Sherman, Clifford Weaver of Mchinney, 
and Cecil Denny of Durant. (This was the first convention I attended. ) 


The new officers for the Council for 1932 were elected in June. They were: 
Mrs. Wright, Pres.; Mrs. Kent, V. P.; Mrs. Gannon, Sec.; Mrs. Newton, 
Treas. Officers for the Missionary Society were: Mrs. Wenkens, Pres.: 
Mrs. May Johnson, V. P.; Mrs. Conatser, Sec.; Mrs. Minter, Treas. 


Rev. McConley left Denison in January 1933 to go to the Morningside 
Christian Church in Fort Worth. He was serving this church when I entered 
T.C.U. in January 1934. | 


Since the church at this time marked its beginning in 1883 with the 
erection of the first church building, the year 1933 was recognized as the soth 
anniversary of our church. For some unknown reason no mention of meetings 
prior to this time were recorded, yet we now know there was a very active 
congregation meeting as early as 1873. 


The Women’s Council on January 4, 1933, made plans for a Homce- 
Coming on or near the 5oth Anniversary of church. It was to be a Golden 
Jubilee. 


In 1932 our church called Rev. Gerald R. Miller to be their pastor. He 
came here from Houston. The Millers lived at several locations while serving 
our church: 1014 W. Main, 804 W. Woodard, 1320 W. Morton. 


Dr. Royal J. Dye from Africa was one of the outstanding persons to visit 
our church. He led in a School of Missions for a week. J. M. Herbert was 
the Sunday School Superintendent and Mrs. Morgan was choir director 
with Pansy Parsons organist. 


Rev. Miller reported 602 members on the church roll with 397 in Sunday 
School. A welcome social was held for Rev. and Mrs. Miller on February 
5, 1934. Mrs. Miller (Mayme Garner) was an accomplished poet and later 
had her work published. 


In July 1934 Rev. Miller held a revival for the South Side Christian 
Church. Mr. and Mrs. Bruton, Mr. Newland and Stewart gave a special 
quartette number. 


On August 18, Rev. Miller went to Van Alstyne and conducted a revival 
for them, about twenty-five new members were added. Rev. Lloyd Mottley 
was pastor. | 


It was while Rev. Gerald Miller was at Van Alstyne that he found an 
| old pulpit chair thrown out on a trash pile back of the church. He learned 
that this chair had once been used in the old Liberty Christian Church at 
Mantua. This was the first congregation organized in Texas. The chair 
was brought to Denison, re-conditioned and restored to its original beauty. 


§. This chair is now kept as one of our most valued pieces of furniture. 
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On October 25, 1934, the Denison Press printed an article that said: 
“Attempts are being made to preserve Historical Spots here for the Centennial 
in 1936. One of the most notable tracts of land is where the First Christian 
Church Camp is now located. Back in 1859 The Butterfield Brothers stopped 
at the old Sand Springs and drank water before pouncing on to carry the first 
transcontinental mail in the United States.’ The reference to our church camp 
might permit us to assume this to be one of the first such church camps es- 
tablished in Texas? 


In a book titled The Butterfield Overland Stage, 1947, Roscoe P. and 
Margaret B. Conkling refer to these historical Sand Springs. 


“From Colbert’s Ferry to Ft. Chadbourne — Colbert’s Ferry landing on 
the Texas side of Red River was in Grayson County. The fourth division 
under the supervision of Henry Bates and A. N. Fisher began here. From 
the ferry landing the mail road, after making the ascent of the steep bluff, fol- 
lowed a course southwest for a mile and three quarters and crossed Duck Creek. 
At this crossing a well-preserved section of the old road may still be seen. 
From Duck Creek the road continued on almost due South over the site of the 
later organized town of Denison, and then on past Sand Springs. Sand 
Springs was an old watering place where several trails crossed. The Sand 
Stone bluff where the springs are located is another of the many inscription 
rocks encountered along the route where names, initials and dates have been 
recorded by the many passing travelers. One mile and a half from this point 
the road crossed Iron Ore Creek and then followed on almost straight course 
Southwest for a distance of six miles to Sherman.” (41) 


On October 31, 1934, one of Denison’s most distinguished pioneers died — 
Arthur H. Coffin, pioneer citizen and surveyor of the townsite. He was 83 
years old. He came to Texas in 1872 as a member of the Katy surveying 
party and camped at what is now the intersection of Walker and Burnett Ave. 
where a spring afforded plenty of water. He helped found the first Presby- 
terian Church of Denison. He was 21 years old when he came to Denison. 


On Nov. 14, 1935, the letter of resignation from Rev. Miller was read 
to be effective Dec. 16. He had received a call to our church at Fort Scott, 
Kansas, and his last message was Sunday, Dec. 14, titled “Untrodden Ways. 


After Rev. Miller left Denison the church invited Dr. W. C. Morro of 
T. C. U. to supply as interim minister. About this time the name of Ben 
Burget, Scout Executive of the T-O Scout Council, is mentioned with growing 
predhiency| He was one of the leading men of our church. 


On March 1, 1936, Rev. Ben F. Hearn and-his wife, Mary Jo, with their 
two sons, began the longest and possibly the finest ministry of any who has 
ever served our church. His ministry extended until March I5, 1945, nine 
fruitful years. | 


The Year Book a the Disciples of Christ for 1936 gives our membership 
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xs being 469 with 275 in Sunday School. The Hearns lived at 1115 W. 
Woodard and also at 723 W. Gandy. He came to Denison from our church 
3t Mineral Wells and left here to go to Jacksonville for a second pastorate. 


Leta Mae Brown came as a Missionary speaker and also a young man 
named Dick Crews, chaplain in the Armed Forces stationed in Gainesville. 
Rev. Hearn remembered revivals held by Sam P. Jones and E. W. Harrison. 


Some of the leaders of the church during his ministry were: Mr. E. R. 
Owens, Cub leader ; Dick Finch, Scout Master; Board Chairman, J. W. Dickey ; 
Ralph Simonson, Walter Bryant, Otha O’Dell, Charles Pipkin, A. C. Payne. 
Church secretaries were: Mrs. Evans B. Wood, Mrs. Goldie Taylor (now 
Mrs. Yerion) and Annette Turner. Organist was Mrs. Pansy Parsons as- 
sisted by Mary Payne Johnson and Frances Parks. Choir directors were Mrs. 
Flora Morgan, Mrs. Katie Taylor and Mary K. Sawyer. 


During his ministry the stairs going into the church were re-modeled and 
made wider because they were too narrow to carry a coffin in and out for 
funerals. 


Rev. Hearn remembers Mrs. Fannie Elmore as ‘‘one of the saints of the 
church.” Though elderly she assumed the task of raising money to help pay 
off the church debt that had become a burden to the church. She did an un- 
believable amount of visitation on all the membership. 


Our church listed 58 men in the service during the war years. 


The members of the choir for a special Christmas Anthem were: Alto: 
Mrs. Harold Purdy, Hazel O’Dell, Mrs. Flora Morgan. Soprano: Biffle 
Dickey, Mrs. Lyle, Mrs. Gault, Mrs. Pike, Mrs. M. B. Morgan, Mrs. Helen 
Morgan, Mrs. Hearn, Mrs. Ruby Finch. Tenor: Mr. Wood, Walker Burch. 
Bass: Otha O’Dell, Frank Parson, Jr., Marion Lyle, Mrs. J. C. Morgan. 
Director: Mrs. Pansy Parson, Orvanist. 


The committees of the church in 1939 were headed by the following: 
Hospitality, Ben Burget, Church Attendance, J. V. Conatser, Finance, Evans 
B. Wood, Evangelistic, C. L. Standifer, Communion, A. G. Payne, Young 
People, C. P. Abrahamson, Stewardship, J. W. Dickey, House and Grounds, 
C. L. Standifer, Sunday School, Otha O’Dell, Music, Wm. Wooden, ane 
fication, Mrs. J. C. Morgan, Missionary, Otha O’Dell. 


On December 26, 1939 at 10 a.m. a fire broke out in the church caused 
by a defective gas stove rubber hose. There was a $627.80 loss. Chief Pat 
Lowe of the Fire Department supervised the work of extinguishing the fire. 
The Communion Plates though damaged by the fire are still in our possession. 
Mrs. E. L. Haley had foresight enough to preserve them for posterity. 


The insurance company paid our church $2,271.00 for the total fire 
damage to the building and furniture, also $566.00 for damage to the organ. 
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8. 1940 to 1950 


On Sunday, March 4, 1941, Virgil Sly of the United Christian Mission- 
ary Society was guest speaker. In October things must have been very bad 
financially with the church because the Board minutes show that the church 
was $112.00 behind in Rev. Hearn’s salary. 


Jan. 6, 1942, the Official Board received a motion by Evans B. Wood 
and seconded by C. L. Pipkin that a committee be appointed to raise money 
to build a church parsonage. The chairman selected Mrs. Waltz, Mrs. Ben 
Burget, Mrs. Kent, Mrs. Bryant, J. P. McGee and George Taylor. 


We might wonder just why the plans for the building of a parsonage did 
not materialize. 


Sunday, January 11, 1942, Miss Jessie Trout, Missionary from Japan 
was guest speaker. 


October 13-24 Rev. Harrison conducted a Revival for our church. 


On January 24, 1943, Ben Burget was appointed chairman of the Senior 
Scout Planning Committee of the Red River Valley, and Rev. Hearn was 
appointed Council Advance Chairman for 1943 for Scouting in Denison. 


On December 5, 1944, the Official Board met at the church at 7:30 p. m. 
A motion was made by Pipkin and seconded by Abrahamson that chairman 
Payne contact immediately the church trustees with purposes that they im- 
mediately take the lead in raising a fund for building purpose. If they decline 
chairman Payne to appoint a strong committee for the same purpose. F. M. 
Adair, Sec. to the Board. 


At the meeting of the Board on January 18, 1945, Rev. Hearn presented 
his resignation to the church, to be effective April 30, 1945. He announc- 
ed that he would begin his second ministry with our church at Jacksonville 
on March 1sth. 


Rev. J. E. Montgomery came to Denison the week of April 1, 1945 to 
hold a revival. He was serving as assistant to the president of T.C.U. at this 
time. “Monty” was one of the most sought after preachers for revival pur- 
poses. 


May 7, 1945 was a day of general rejoicing, this marked the end of our 
war with Germany. 


At a called meeting of the Official Board on June 25, 1945, a motion was 
made by Mr. Bryant and seconded by Mrs. Hailey that Rev. Lenton L. Poss 
be called as minister at a salary of $300.00 per month. On Sunday, July 3. 
the congregation approved the recommendation by the board. Rev. Poss met 
with the board on July 22 and outlined his plans for the future with the church. 
He began his ministry officially on July 16th. On the 23rd the ladies of the 
church gave Rev. and Mrs. Poss a reception. Rev. Poss came to Denison 


EER ce. 


(Of BROT 1s Sint Ss sll ‘pokieni te" Son esormoganp 4 he 
‘ ER REISS 2h SG SOM Ses, ae os “nent 


2 mato ber oclt bookrscn eirlt arbioin teronsg to ube sew 2000/8 Me 


estou nsiteitt bosinU ont . V2 figiV: epret és inal aes ae a 44 
bed yrov nosed overl tern egatirts rodoi2O ni -todsege teonrg 2 2 Ts 
doundo seit tert wore esterninn braod oft oavspad ‘to urlo bie vilstoosn 
 geislse ens vel ni bnided a .s Fea 
booW .9 ensvA yd noitotn 8 bevisoo1 bis0G IsiniO onlt SHOT O mel 
yonorm ozis1 ot betniogge od saitimenos s tet nidgiT I .D yd bebmodse el 
ned 2iM .iisW .evM boiosise ameriistis oT -oyenoersg toado 5 bind of 
 solysT oytosd bie s9D5M .T [ aneyral 21M dis , Ue 493 | 4 
A, 


% 
i 
bib ogsnoatsg & io yriblind srlt 10} ensiq asl wr ont saber arigimn Ww or yea 
esilsitoxern fon : ae 
ftsqs[ mort yisnoieeiM .tnorT sizes, eeiM Shot” A erst], cesbawe " . a 
tealnege jeouy caw | 
pean wo 10? isviveAl s beioubnoo mozittsH .vet pe-gt redo130 


roine oft to nerrtinds betvioggs eaw togwd nel .fpor pS ersuns| 20 gt Bee 
asw mmssH .veSl bmg .vellsV teviSl bod ort to sattinatoD vgninnslT) nose 1 te be 
‘noes! mi gmituose@> tot gp01 10t asertisd): sonsybA lisnnoD ripe se 


itr .q of: % ts dotitl off ts tom Bisoll Isisi?tO odt ROT 2 yodmiaxe(1 nO! 1 
agmrtisds tet} moamsdeidA ¥d bebnocee bre mblgiT. yd sbsm zsw noitom iz wr a 
mi yor taelt eozoqung dtiw eeotentt doula odt ylotsibamuni sasinos onset | § 
oniloob yselt 71 aoqurg gnibliud tot brut s gnizist ai bssl oct odst vigtsibom e aoe 
M “I .s20qisq omse oft 10t settimmo? Botte 6 Inioggs of ones ncn ‘Phe 

bis0f ‘sit ot 292 , i ot a 


heinsesrgq mast vo 2201 81 yreuns], no brsofl oxlt Yo _gnitesmn tlt ‘A 
snvonas oH phot o¢ lingA avitosits od ot .downlo ont ob noitengizsy, 
stlivmodtost, ts samen. wo diiw UHzinim broose 2id niged. bluow of tert bo 

hie rows 10 


irl) 45 .D.T to teobiestq orl of insteizas eg grivise egw 9H devire bk 


ae 2209 


* 
ty y ; a . Lt ayy 


enw alee & BHO pat gion hae ves oh gs (Oe 7 
no Pn a re Nace ; 


from the Morningside Christian Church in Ft. Worth. It is interesting to 
note that both Rev. McConley and Rev. Hearn also served this church. 


Dr. Noel Keith of T.C.U. held a revival during Rev. Poss’s ministry. 


On November 6, 1945 at a meeting of the Official Board, Chairman 
Murphy brought up the matter of a fund raising campaign to raise $50,000.00. 
This suggests that the board action in December of 1944 did not get started. 


Prof. A. A. Burch of T.C.U. was a guest speaker on November 7, 1945. 


On Nov. 29, a letter was mailed to all members asking their acceptance 
of the goal of $50,000.00 for the purpose of erecting a new building. 


In 1945 Rev. Poss reported our membership at 470 and 275 in Sunday 
School. 


On February 5, 1946 the board voted to purchase the property next door 
west of the church. McBee made the motion, seconded by Abrahamson. 
The price was $7,250.00. 


Sunday, March 17, 1946 — This day marks the tooth birthday of Gray- 
son County. 


On July 20, 1946, the Board received a report by letter from A. Honl that 
the present building should be torn down and a new one erected. This pro- 
posal caused many to voice objections to such action. 


Octias, 1946, the property committee reported that the residence located 
on the property west of the church be sold at once at the highest figure pos- 
sible. A goal of $15,000.00 cash was set to be raised by December 31, 1946. - 


On Monday, November 11, the church officially launched a $15,000.00 
building fund campaign. Rev. Poss made his home at 919 W. Woodard and 
also at 1000 W. Gandy. 


On February 26, 1947, an offer of $3,000.00 for the adjoining house was 
accepted by the Board and that all services in the church cease and the build- 
ing be torn down. Mr. Bivens, Building Inspector, made a report to the 
Board that the building was unsafe. The Chairman of the Board appointed 
the chairman of the worship committee to secure a temporary place of worship 
beginning Sunday, March 9, 1947. Our church used the XXT Club and the 
Junior High School during the construction period. 


At a called meeting on March 26, the Cole Construction Company was 
employed to erect the new building and John Hall Brown, architect of Sher- 
man was chosen to design the church. Mr. Angel was employed as supervisor 
of the construction. 


The new plans for the church were displayed for our congregation to 
see on June 4, 1947, at the Waples Methodist Church. No formal acceptance 
was forthcoming at this time. 
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On Aug. 6, 1947, the Board had quite a discussion regarding a cornerstone ] 


— they could not agree and no action was taken. The new building did not 
have a cornerstone. When I came here in Sept. 1959 I found the old stone 
lying in the shrubbery in front of the church. No effort was made to preserve 
the contents placed in the cornerstone from the old church. Such carelessness 
is not uncommon for churches that have no concern for their history. 


In September 1947 the city of Denison celebrated its 75th Anniversary 
with a great week of celebration. A special paper was published by the Deni- 
son Herald that told the story of our city from 1872 to the present date. We 
now have on file in our historical room two complete copies of the valuable 
paper. 


On September 5, 1947, the South Side Christian Church celebrated its 
40th Anniversary. Rep. Sam Rayburn of Bonham was the guest speaker. 
Rev. G. C. Minor was pastor at this time. 


On August 10, 1947, the Denison Herald reported that Jan. 1, 1948, had 
been set as completion date for our new church. Construction was begun 
July 1. Joe E. Sullivan was Chairman of the Building Committee. 


On February 4, 1948, our Board voted to borrow $30,000.00 from the 
Board of Church Extension in Indianapolis. 


May 16, 1948, was the Big Day for our church. This was Dedication 
Day, the fulfillment of many months of hard work and sacrificial giving. Dr. 
Ewart E. Wyle of Tyler was the special guest speaker. Services were held at 
3 p.m., Rev. Robt. Badgett of the Central Christian Church at Sherman gave 
the prayer of Dedication. 


Our Leadership at this time was: Mrs. Glen Hanan, Sec., Mrs. J. C. 
Morgan, Choir Director, Mrs. R. O. Johnson, Organist, Jack Murphy was 
Board Chmn., H. P. Watkins, Vice-Chmn., F. M. Adair, Sec., Olin Hill, 
Treas., Eugene Geer, Superintendent, Caleh Moss, Asst. Supt., Miss Biffle 
Dickey, Sec., Mrs. J. C. Morgan, Pres. of Women’s Council. 


Rev. C. H. Morris served our church as interim minister upon the 
resignation of Rev. Poss who left Jan. 1, 1949, to begin his ministry at Plano. 
Texas. 


Rev. Poss left a beautiful building as a monument to his leadership. He 
had a rare skill and ability to lead a church through the trying times and 
hardships such work involved. His present pastorate at Casa View Christian 
in Dallas is the fourth church he has led in a building program. 


April 20, 1949, the Official Board voted to purchase the frame residence 
at 1307 W. Woodard for a parsonage. The cost for it was $9,000.00. The 
congregation accepted the recommendation that a new loan be made through 
the Board of Church Extension for $35,000.00 to cover the cost of the parson- 


age. 138 members were present Sunday, April 24, when this action was 
ratified. 
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On April 27 the Worship Committee recommended that Rev. Richard 
(Dick) Crews be called as the new minister of our church. His salary to be 
$300.00 per month and $25.00 per month for car expenses. 


Rev. Crews came to Denison from our church at Cisco, Texas. His 
ministry here was three years, 4 months and 2 days. The church budget for 
1949-50 was $16,617.34 and the membership was 478 with 327 in Sunday 
School for 1949. Rev. Crews and I graduated in the class of 193g at T. C. U. 
He was class president. 


On December 16, 1949, a Layman’s League was organized. Mr. Parr 
Armstrong of Ft. Worth came and assisted in the organization. 


9. 1950 to 1960 


During 1950 our Rev. L. M. Anderson, Sr. was called to help our South 
Side Christian Church and served them faithfully as their pastor. 


In August, 1950, Roemer Hudler was asked to serve as Youth Director. 
A week of Visitation and Evangelism proved an inspiration to the church. 
Palm Sunday, March 18, 1951, was set as Victory Day when a goal of 75 new 
members was set. | 


The budget for 1952-53 was set at $17,492.00 and an additional $4,200.00 
on the new building making a total of $21,239.44 to be raised. The member- 
ship in 1952 was 485 with 166 listed as non-resident 376 in Sunday School. 


On August 1, 1950, the Board employed Rev. Roemer Hudler as Director 
of Education and Youth Work. 


Our Missionary from Paraguay, Rev. Allen Sharp, preached for us on 
Sunday, July 6, 1952. 


On August 27, 1952, a report of the missions and benevolence committee 
gave the following report: Mr. E. E. Kennedy, Jr., Chairman, reports the 
need to start a mission on the East Side of Denison near the Housing Project. 
Lorena B. Rice, Sec. 


We wonder why nothing was done about this proposal? 


Sept. 3, 1952, Rev. Crews read his letter of resignation to the Official 
Board and it was accepted. He had received a call to the First Christian Church 
of Pampa. 


On October 22, 1952, Rev. Earl Zetsche was called as minister. Our 
membership for 1953 was reported as being 485 with 166 non-resident and 
376 in Sunday School. 


L. N. D. Wells of Dallas held a revival in March, 1953, and on March 
1s, Rev. Joe Lee Pike, Timothy of our church was ordained to the ministry. 
May 27, 1953 Suzanne Crane was employed as organist. 
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On March 16, 1955, Rev. Zetsche handed in his resignation to be effective ; 


April 25. The resignation was accepted. Rev. Zetsche is remembered as 
being one of the best pupit preachers to serve this church. 


At a called meeting of the Official Board the name of Rev. Raymond 
Laver was proposed as minister. The motion was made by Barnhill and 
seconded by Ard that Rev. Laver’s salary be raised from $4,850.00 to 
$5,500.00 per year, car expense of $500.00 per year. Mrs. O. M. Akers, Sec. 


On July 27 a congregational meeting accepted the recommendation of 
the Board to employ Rev. Laver. Mr. Wallace Moseley was called as Youth 
Director at $50.00 per week, he resigned on Sept. 5, 1955. 


Rev. Laver met with the Board for the first time on Sept. 29. The mem- 
bership in 1955 was listed as 435, 16 non-residents, 347 in Sunday School with 
a budget of $20, 399.00. : 


On Jan. 9, 1955, Rev. Dan Morgan of the Texas Board of Christian 
Churches preached at the Hull Street Christian Church. (His purpose in 
coming was to give guidance in a proposed re-modeling project). The mes- 
sage was “The Answer Is In Your Hand.” Rev. Allan Lee was pasor. 


Miss Ruth Musgrave was mission speaker on January 9, 1955 and Mr. 
Lewis Akers of Abilene on Feb. 21; Rev. J. E. Montgomery on March 27 
came for a revival that extended through April 3. Marvin Bloomquist was 
the Song Leader. 


On March 28, 1955, a farewell supper was given for Rev. and Mrs. Earl 
Zetsche. Resignation effective May 1, 1955. He was here 2 years and 6 
months. 


Serving as Interim Pastor between Rev. Zetsche and Rev. Laver were: 
Rev. E. T. Cornelius of T. C. U., April 24 to July 27, and Prof. Ambrose Edens 
of T. C. U. from July 3 to Sept II. 


The church extended to Rev. Raymond Laver of Hoisington, Kansas 
a unanimous call; other ministers who had been considered were: Rev. Arthur 
Buhler, Kenneth Earl Jones, Frances E. Barnes and Lloyd Thompson. 


On October 9, 1955, a reception was held for the Lavers. They served 
the church until May, 1959, a ministry of three years and 7 months. 


On Nov. 10, 1955, Rev. Laver reported in the Bulletin that the church 
had 346 at the morning service. The membership for 1955 was reported 495 
on roll with 399 in Sunday School. 


On January 10, 1955, the church employed Rev. Dwight A. Berry as 
Minister of Education. 


On Feb. 26, 1956, the Official Board voted and the congregation con- 
firmed the recommendation to purchase the house and lot to the West of the 
church for $14,000.00. 
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On April 26 Rev. Berry came to our church from Longview to assist 
Rev. Laver in the ministry of the Education and Music of the church. He 
moved to Denison June Ist. 


On Sunday the 11th of October, 1956, our church honored Rev. Leroy 
Anderson Sr., in a special service at which he was given the Honored 
Minister’s Lapel Pin. Rev. Anderson reported that during his ministry he 
has had 2,228 additions and 50-60 Life Dedications. 


The last report of Rev. Laver shows 502 members, 23 non-resident, 22 
in Sunday School and a budget of $24,602.00. 


Upon resigning the pastorate of this church Rev. Laver settled down in 
Denison and became a salesman for an Insurance Company. The Durant 
Oklahoma Christian Church secured Rev. Laver to assist in the work with our 
church at Bennington, Oklahoma, each week-end. 


Serving interim for our church were the following: On March 8, 1959, 
Rev. Ambrose Edens of T. C. U., followed by Rev. and Mrs. Roy Curtis; then 
on July 5, Dr. Chester Crow, and on August 2, Rev. Hartwell Ramsey. 


On Aug. 2, 1959 the congregation voted to call Rev. H. Daniel Morgan 
as the new minister. Mr. Morgan for six years had worked with the Texas 
Board of Christian Churches as Church Building Consultant. He was notified 
by telegram while attending summer school at the Christian Theological Semi- 
nary in Indianapolis, Indiana. 


On August 27, Rev. and Mrs. Morgan met the congregation at a fellow- 
ship supper and began their ministry on Sunday, Sept. 6, 1959. 


On Sunday, Sept. 23, a service of installation was held. Mr. Carey 
Anderson, Chairman of the Board presided. 
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APPENDIX 
1. Our Memorials 


MEMORIAL SANCTUARY PEWS 
Gift of Woman’s Council — 1948 
In Memory of Fanny Ivey Elmore 
Presented by Mr. J. A. Boone Family 


Given in memory of Mr. and Mrs. C. W. McComas 
by Mr. and Mrs. J. V. C. T. Christenson. 


Given in memory of My Beloved Wife, Lelah Fullington 
Given in memory of Mrs. Mathilda Watts 


Given in memory of Richard Allen Snoddy 
By Dr. and Mrs. M. L. Hailey 
Virginia H. Graves and Ruth Snoddy 


| Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Foy Jennings 


Presented by The Kia-Ora Class 
Gift of the Berean Class 


Gift of the Altruist Class 

Gift of the Priscilla Group, 1947-48 

Presented by Modern Martha — 1947-48 

Presented by Business and Professional Women 
Presented by Ruth Group, 1948 

In memory of my husband — H. R. Walker 

Given in memory of W. D. Howell 

Given in memory of F. B. Williford, Sr. 

Given in memory of Claude L. Standerfer 

Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Dickey 

Given in memory of Mrs. Kitty Decker 

Presented by Mr. and Mrs. Olin N. Hill and Jacqueline 
Presented by the Young Matrons Group, 1949 

Given in Loving Memory of Mrs. Leroy Anderson, Sr. (First Pew Bought) 
Choir Pew — presented by Mrs. J. C. Morgan 
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MEMORIAL WINDOWS 


SANCTUARY ae 
1. Christ Knocking at The Door — No Designaton 
2. Gates Ajar — No Designation 
3. Rock of Ages — Edith Watts Class 
4. Ascension — In Memory of Rebecca Shirley 
5. Bethlehem Scene - Dove with Branch — Harnest Herzinger 
6. Blessing of Children - Ark — Penny-A-Day League 
7. The Good Shepherd — T. B. Walker and wife 
8. Crown-Cross-Bible — Maxwell Memorial 
9. Crown and Cross — Mother M. A. Jones 
10. Love — Loyal Bereans 
11. Come Unto Me - Fellowship Hall — In Memory of Rebecca J. Doyle 


1. Open Bible — Morrell - Motter 
2. The Good Shepherd — Mary Hackney Memorial 
3. Harp — Bertha R. 


CHOIR ROOM 
I. The Ergonians — Sunday School Class 
OTHER GIFTS 


Communion Altar Set — “In Loving Memory of Mr. and Mrs. F. C. Potts 


Lectern Bible — Gift of Mrs. J. W. Adamson 
Portrait of Christ — Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Foy Jennings 
Pulpit Chair from Old “Liberty” Mantua Christian Church 


3. OUR ORGANIZATION AND LEADERSHIP 
OUR STAFF 1960-61 


Secretary — Mrs. Charles Phillips 


Custodian — Mr. W. W. Holland 
Nursery Attendant — Mrs. Maude Parker 


Organist — Mrs. Jane McCarroll 
Choir Director — Mrs. Mitchell Riley 
Bo n6 
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ELDERS 
Akers, O. M. 
Barnhill, Wesley 


Birge, Charles A. 


Conatser, J. V. 
*Coffey, Arthur 
Elmore, C. C. 
Harshaw, J. C. 
Watkins, Hal P. 


Yerion, Charles | 


DEACONS 
Matthews, Ed 
O’Dell, Otha 

- Wood, Stewart 
SCO aE wt. 
Smithson, Clyde 
Bryant, Walter 
West, a 


Wilson, James K. 


Williams, Howell 


Anderson, Carey L. 


OFFICIAL BOARD 


FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 


EXP. YEAR 


1962 
1961 
1963 
1962 
1963 
1963 
1961 
1962 
1961 


DEACONS 
Kennedy, E. Bye. 
Adair, Fred 
Burleson, B. E. 
Bayless, David 
Chitwood, J. D. 
Burleson, Leon 
Parkers DR: 
Elrod, Jack 

Finch, Charles 
Jones, Terrell 
Lambert, R. L. 
Mathis, Vernon 
DEACONESSES | 
Austin, Edith 
Burget, Deane 
Burget, Mrs. Ben R. 
Burns, Mrs. Joe 


Davis, Mrs. W. B. 


Farrington, Mrs. Chas. 


Scalf,, Mrs. T. B. 
Waltz, Mrs. Allene 


EXP, 


EXP. 


YEAR 
1962 
1963 
[961 
1963 
1962 
1963 
1961 
1962 
1963 
1962 
1962 
1961 
YEAR 
1962 
1962 
1963 
1963 
1961 
1963 
1963 
1962 
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FUNCTIONAL COMMITTEES 


PROPERTY COMMITTEE 


H. M. Scott, Chairman 
Otha O’Dell 

B. E. Burleson 

O-- BF Parks 

W. J. Dinwiddie 


STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE 


C. C. Elmore, Chairman 
Owen Akers 

Mrs. Charles Logan 
Walter Bryant 
David Bayless 

J. V. Conatser 
Herbert Clark 

Jack Elrod 

Leon Burleson 

Hal Watkins 
Stewart Wood 

John Ray 

J. M. Daniels 


EDUCATIONAL COMMITTEE 


Charles Yerion, Chairman 
Edith Austin, Alternate 

Betty Burns 

Charles Finch 

David and Lavada Terry 
Jeanne Pearce 

Richard Thelander 


1960-61 


WORSHIP COMMITTEE 


Wesley Barnhill, Chairman 
Leroy Anderson, Jr. 
Hal Williams 

David Terry, If] 
Frank Geer 

Carey Anderson 
Mrs. Roscoe Parker 
Mrs. Susie Jennings 
Mrs. John Ray 

Mrs. Clayton Elmore 
Mrs. Emma Ott 
Vernon Mathis 

Dick Finch 

C. A. Birge 

Fred Adair 


WORLD OUTREACH COMMITTEE 


Mr. and Mrs. Ed Matthews 
Mrs. Owen Akers 

Mrs. Frank Kent 

Mr. Ray West 

Evans Wood 

Kevin Wilson 

Kenneth Wilson, Chairman 


Mrs. Allene Waltz, Vive-Chmn. 


Mrs. D. G. Hosford 


MEMBERSHIP AND 
EVANGELISM COMMITTEE 


Miss Dean Burget 

Mrs. B. R. Burget 

Mrs. T. B. Scalf 

Mr. and Mrs. Ray Kious 
Mr. and Mrs. Chas. Carlisle 
Mr. and Mrs. Earl Fitzjarrell 


Mr. Fred Adair, Acting Chmn. 


Dr. R. L. Lambert 
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CIRCLES AND OFFICERS 


c. W. F. EXECUTIVE BOARD 1960-61 


Mrs. O. M. Akers, Pres. 

Mrs. Ed Matthews, V. Pres. 

Mrs. Carl Duvall, V. Pres. & Lbrn. 

Mrs. David Blankenship, Sec’y. 

Mrs. David Parker, Treas. 

Mrs. Arthur Coffey, Worship Dir. 

Mrs. H. Daniel Morgan, Study Dir. 

Mrs. Leon Burleson, Service Dir. 

Mrs. Charles Yerion, Membership 
Chairman 

Mrs. Britton Swain, Hosp’y Chmn. 

Mrs. Lela Perry, Sunsine Chmn. 


MARTHA GROUP 


Mrs. Pansy Parsons, Pres. 

Mrs. Ray L. Kious, V. Pres. 
Mrs, Ed Burch, Sec’y. 

Mrs. T. J. Wagoner, Treas. 

Mrs. Arthur Coffey, Study 

Mrs. Charles Yerion, Worship 
Mrs. Ray Kious, Service 

Mrs. J. G. Williams, Membership 
Mrs. Ray Kious, World Call 
Mrs. W. F. Wenckens, Reporter 


DORCAS GROUP 


Mrs. John Ray, Pres. 

Mrs. N. Burleson, V. Pres. 

Mrs. J. D. Chitwood, Sec. V. Pres. 
Mrs. Chas. Farrington, Sec’y 
Mrs. B. E. Burleson, Treas. 

Mrs. N. L. Burleson, Study 

Mrs. J. D. Chitwood, Worship 
Mrs. Ray West, Service 

Mrs. David Parker, Sr., Reptr. 
Mrs. Joe Burns, Sunshine 


RUTH 


Mrs. R. A. Mosse, Pres. 

Mrs. W. A. Hendricks, V. Pres. 
Mrs. Terrell Jones, Sec’y. 

Mrs. L. W. Pike, Treas. 

Mrs. Frank Kent, Study 

Mrs. J. V. Conatser, Worship 
Mrs. O. S. Calloway, Reporter 
Mrs. H. M. Scott, Sunshine 


ESTHER GROUP 


Mrs. David Blankenship, Pres. 
Mrs. Herman Bailey, V. Pres. 

Mrs. David Bayless, Sec’y & Treas. 
Mrs. Fred Adair, Study 

Mrs. David Terry, Worship 

Mrs. Richard Thelander, Service 
Mrs. Britton Swain, Membership 


‘Mrs. C. G. Duvall, World Call 


Mrs. Herman Bailey, Reporter 


BUSINESS WOMEN 


Miss Edith Austin, Pres. 

Mrs. Frank Greer, V. Pres. 
Mrs. Emma Combs, Sec’y. 
Mrs. Allene Waltz, Treas. 
Mrs. Clayton Elmore, Study 
Mrs. Laura Matthews, Worship 
Mrs. Foy Jennings, Service 
Miss Lorena Rice, Membership 
Mrs. Laura Matthews, World Call 
Mrs. Clayton Elmore, Reporter 
Miss Lorena Rice, Sunshine 


CHRISTIAN MEN’S FELLOWSHIP 


Fred Adair, Pres. 
Jack Elrod, V. Pres. 
Leroy Anderson, Jr., Sec’y & Treas. 
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OUR YOUTH BELLOWSHIPS 


C. Y. F. — Led by Mrs. Foy Jennings & Mrs. John Ray. 
Chi-kho — Led by Rev. and Mrs. H. D. Morgan. 

First Christian Choir Director — Mrs. Mitchell Riley. 
First Christian Organist — Mrs. Jane McCarroll. 


CHOIR MEMBERS 


Senior -CHorr 00°". °° Juntor Cuoir 
Miss Mary Jennings Sue Barnhill © 
Miss Linda Harshaw | Carolyn Green 
Mrs. John McKinstry Pat West 
Mrs. J. K. Wilson Betty Burleson 
Mrs. Ed Burleson Mary Bath © 
Mrs. David Blankenship Sheila Heinemon 
Mrs. R. L. Lambert Van Heinemon 
Mr. Ed. Burleson Larry Williams 
Mr. Otha O’Dell, Pres. Don Adcock 
Mr. Gary Surratt Eddie Warren 
Mr. Leon Burleson Joe Burns 
Mr. W. S. Hillsman Allan Wilson 


Eddie Fitzjarrell 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES AND TEACHERS 
(As of January 1961) 
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OUR PRAYER GROUP 


This is made up of a group of devoted persons who mect every Wednesday 
morning at the church for the purpose of personal enrichment through prayer. 
Participation in this group is open to all who wish to explore new pathways 
in their spiritual life. 


OUR SCOUTING PROGRAM — 1960-61 


First Troop Organised 1931 
Our church sponsors three groups of Scouts: The Boy Scouts of America, 
The Program of Cubing and The Explorer Post. 
Our leadership at the present time is as follows: 
David Terry, Jr. — Cub Master and Leader of Explorer Post. 
Joe Burns — Assistant Cub Master and Leader of Explorer Post. 
Gordon Rutledge — Scout Master. 
Den Mothers: Mrs. David Terry, Mrs. Betty Ellis, Mrs. R. W. 
| Coggins, Mrs. C. B. Sullenberger, Mrs. Ray Guess 
and Mrs. Scally. 
Local and District Rennieemen 
Charles Finch — Institution Representative. 
LeRoy Anderson, Jr. — Organization and Extension. 
Carey Anderson — District Training Chairman. 
Dick Finch — District Camping Chairman. 
Bill Conatser — District Advancement Chairman. 
Evans Wood — District Committee Member at Large. 
Fred Adair — Assistant District Commissioner. 


H. D. Morgan — Organization and Enlistment Committee. 


Cub Scouting Committeemen: 


Joe Burns — Ray Guess — Rex Bates. 


Silver Beaver Recipiants: 


Evans B. Wood — Carey Anderson — Ben Burget (Deceased), 
J. V. Conatser, Dick Finch. 
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ACA PCRS TATRA IONE CENT 


Our Timothies: 


Robert Drennon — Whereabouts Unknown. 

Grover Stewart — Whereabouts Unknown. 

James Todd — Serving our Church in Claude. 

Bedford Smith — Retired. 

Leroy M. Anderson — Editor Denison Press. (Retired) 
Joe Lee Pike — In Training for the Ministry. 

Dick Wood -— Deceased. 

James Jones — In Business. 


According to James Todd about 1904: 


Rev. J. A. Shoptaugh was pastor when six young men came forward to 
dedicate themselves for full time ministry. They were: Leroy M. Anderson, 
Grover Stewart, Robert Drennon, James Todd, Bedford Smith. 


Leroy M. Anderson preached at Bowling Green Ky. for his first full time 
pastorate. He is now retired having given many years of faithful leadership 
as a minister of the Gospel and as editor of the Denison Press. 


Grover Stewart had been a printer for the Denison Herald. He ministered 
to the Oaklawn Christian Church in Dallas, then moved to Denver. 


* * * * * 


THE ROLL CALL OF MINISTERS 


1872 — September 23, Denison laid out and first lots sold. 


1873 — 


1874 — 


1875 — 
1876 — 


TBF 
1878 — 
170. 
1880 — 
1881 — 
1882 — 
1883 — 


1884 — 
1885 — 
1886 — 


March 12, Rev. Caleb S. Burns (Pickett’s School House) 
Lived on farm 3 miles out East Main — opposite Lankford Farm. 
Rev. J. R. Wilmeth, (Fernald’s School House) 

Rev. Wilmeth was first minister of old Liberty Church at Mantua in 
1846. | 

Rev. C. S. Burns (Good Templar’s Hall) 

Rev. R. C. Horn (Stegmiller’s Hall) (2 lots purchased) 

Elder C. S. Burns. 

Rev. C. S. Burns (Good Templar’s Hall) 

Rev. C. S. Burns 

Rev. C. S. Burns (Organization plans being made). 

Rev. C. S. Burns. 

Rev. C. S. Burns. 

Rev. C. S. Burns. 

Rev. W. B. Stinson (frame church erected, Crawford & Armstrong). 
Elder A. B. Smith, O. A. Hall, Caleb S. Burns. 

Rev. Robert Dulin, W. B. Stinson, Elder Caleb S. Burns. 

Rev. W. B. Stinson, C. C. Cline, Elder Caleb S. Burns. 

Rev. W. B. Stinson, Elder Caleb S. Burns. 
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1887 — Rev. J. O. Cook — 115 So. Fannin, Elder Rosecrans —— Evangelist, 
Elder A. J. : 

1888 — Rev. D. D. Boyle, Elder Davis, Guest Minister, Elder W. B. Stinson, 
Elder W. H. Wright. 

1889 — Rev. D. D. Boyle — 812 W. Morgan, Elder Russell, Guest Minister. 

1890 — Rev. T. S. Freeman —- church at Crawford & Armstrong dedicated. 
Rev. F. M. Rains & General Gano, Dedicators. 


1891 — Rev. T. S. Freeman. 

1892 — Rev. T. S. Freeman. 

1893 — Rev. Dr. Drew. 

1894. — Rev. Shelton. 

1895 — Rev. John E. Elmore — 711 W. Chestnut. 

1896 — Rev. John E. Elmore. 

1897 — Rev. John E. Elmore. 

1898 — Rev. J. C. Eubanks —613 West Crawford. 

1899 — Rev. J. C. Eubanks — 715 West Owing. 

1900 — Rev. J. C. Eubanks. 

1901 — Rev. W. B. Carnes — 1025 West Morgan. 

1902 — Rev. J .A. Shoptaught — 900 Block West Crawford, W. B. Carnes. 

1903 — Rev. J. A. Shoptaugh — 213 South Mirick, W. B. Carnes. 

1904 — Rev. J. A. Shoptaugh, J. C. Eubanks, W. B. Carnes. 

1905 — Rev. E. H. Holmes. 

1906 — Rev. George W. Lee — 509 West Chestnut. 

1907 — Rev. George W. Lee — 716 West Owing (South Side Church or- 
ganized — Hull St.), J. C. Eubanks, W. B. Carnes. 

1908 — Rev. George W. Lee — J. B. Rhodes — 1002 Nelson, J. C. Eubanks. 

1909 — Rev. M. M. Davis — lived in Dallas, G. W. Lee, Rev. Craig, Thomas 
ERIS Sheeley) 

1910 — Rev. V. L. Graves. 

Ig11 — Rev. V. L. Graves (Cumberland Presbyterian Church bought, Wood- 
ard & Armstrong. G. W. Lee. 

I912 — Rev. V. L. Graves — 521 W. Gandy. G. W. Lee. 

1913 — Rev. W. M. Darnall (church building destroyed by fire), V. L. 
Graves, Robert Drennon (South Side Pastor — 1911). 

1914 — Rev. W. M. Darnall (new brick church completed, Armstrong & 
Woodard) 617 W. Chestnut — Parsonage. 


1915 — Rev. W. M. Darnall — 817 West Main. 

1916 — Rev. R. G. Fleming. 

1917 — Rev. R. G. Pieaine — 825 West Main. C. O. McFarland, 
1918 — Rev. C. O. McFarland. 

191g — Rev. C. O. McFarland. 

1920 — Rev. Isaac E. Reid — 810 West Main. 

1921 — Rev. Isaac E. Reid. 

1922 — Rev. Frank Purnell — 1000 Block Sears, north side. 
1923 — Rev. FE. L. Cochran —- 818 West Gandy. 
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1924 — Rev. E. L. Cochran. 


1925 
1926 
1927 
1928 
1929 
1930 
1931 
1932 
1933 
1934 
1935 
1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 
1940 
IQ4! 
1942 
1943 
1944 
1045 
1946 
1947 
1948 


1949 
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1952 
1953 
1954 
1955 
1955 
1956 
1957 
1958 
1959 

1959 


—— 


eames 


ee 


ee 


—— 


ee 


Rev, E. L. Cochran, Joe EF. White. 

Rev. Joe E. White — 829 West Sears. 

Rev. Joe E. White — 531 West Chestnut. 

Rev. Joe E. White, Wm. Vivrett. 

Rev. O. L. Shelton -— 919 West cose 

Rev. O. L. Shelton. 

Rev. O. L. Shelton, Rev. Eugene McConley — 630 West Gandy. 

Rev. Eugene McConley — West Morgan. 

Rev. Eugene McConley, West Bond, Gerald Miller. 

Rev. Gerald R. Miller — 804 West Woodard. 

Rev. Gerald R. Miller —- 1320 West Morton. 

Rev. Ben F. Hearn — 1115 West Woodard. 

Rev. Ben F. Hearn — 723 West Gandy. 

Rev. Ben F. Hearn. 

Rev. Ben F. Hearn. 

Rev. Ben F. Hearn. 

Rev. Ben F. Hearn. 

Rev. Ben F. Hearn. 

Rev. Ben F. Hearn. 

Rev. Ben F. Hearn. 

Rev. Ben F. Hearn, Rev. Linton L. Poss — 919 West Woodard. 
Rev. Linton L. Poss. 

Rev. Linton L. Poss, tooo W. Gandy, ( ao: building torn down.) 
Rev. Linton L. Poss, (present church erected), Rev. C. H. Morris, 
Interim Minister. 

Rev. Dick Crews (Parsonage bought) 1307 Nest Nanded: 

Rev. Dick Crews. 

Rev. Dick Crews, Roemer Hudler, Dir. of Rel. Educ. (Aug. 1, 1950 
to November 1952. 

Rev. Earl Zetsche — 1307 West Woodard. 

Rev. Earl Zetsche. 

Rev. Earl Zetsche. 

Edwin T. Cornelius, Interim Minister, Ambrose Edens. 

Rev. Ray D. Laver — 1307 West Woodard. 

Rev. Ray D. Laver, Dwight A. Berry, Minister of Education. 

Rev. Ray D. Laver. 

Rev. Ray D. Laver — Resigned April, 1959. 

Rev. Ray D. Laver, (resigned April, 1959) 

Rev. Roy Curtis, Interim Minister; Rev. Hartwell Ramsey, Interim 


_: Minister ; Dr. Chester Crow, Interim Minister ; Rev. H. Daniel Mor- 


gan, (began September 1, 1959), 1307 West Woodard. 


1960 — Rev. H. Daniel Morgan. 
1961 — Rev. H. Daniel Morgan. 
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. Records — Denison Fire Department — 1911 — 1913. 

. Letters from former ministers. 

. Church Bulletin Quote. 

. Board Meeting Minutes. 

. Disciples Year Books. 

. Women’s Council Minutes. 

. Denison Press. 

. State Historical Society of Missouri. 


. The Texas News, A Miscellany of Texas History in Newspaper Style 1955. 
. Smith, A. M., The First 100 Years in Cooke County, 1953. 

. Davis, W. B., and Durrie, Daniel S., History of Missouri, 1876, St. Louis. 
. Paddock, Capt. B. B., 4 Twentieth Century and Biographical Record of 


North and West Texas, 1906, 2 Vols., Chicago. 


. Church News Letters. 

. Lankford Cemetery. 

. Hall, Dr. Colby D., Texas Disciples, T. C. U. Press. 

. Smith, Donald Joseph and Mary T., Ten Million Acres, Biography of W. 


B. Munson, 1946. 


. 75th Anniversary Number — Denison Herald — Aug. Sept. 1947. 

. Conkling & Conkling, Butterfield Overland Stage, 1047. 

. The Lure of the Southwest, Magnolia Petroleum Co., 1934. 

. Gard, Wayne, The Chisholm oop University of Oklahoma Press, 1954. 
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CHURCHES OF DENISON 


- Church First Service 
First Presbyterian Dec. 1872 
St. Patrick’s Catholic 1872 
First Christian Mar. 16, 1873 
St. Luke’s Episcopal May 7, 1873 
Quinn Chapel A.M.E. July, 1873 
Hopewell Baptist 1874 
Iron Ore Baptist (Miss.) 1874 
Waples Memorial Methodist 1875 
First Baptist Mar. 28, 1875 
Pleasant Grove Baptist 1883 
Mt. Zion Baptist 1887 
Central Church of Christ 1889 
Seventh Day Adventist 1896 
Church of Latter Day Saints — 
Trinity Methodist 1900 
Calvary Baptist Nov. 15, 1905 
Sunnyside Baptist 1905 
Hull St. Christian April, 1907 
Harless Memorial Methodist 1909 
Nazarene Church June 26, 1910 
Christian Science Oct. 1914. 
Array Olive Ch. of God Apr. 1915 
Hagerman Baptist Sept. 16, 1921 
Free Will Baptist 1921 
First Assembly of God 1926 
Assembly of God 1928 
New Hope Baptist 1932 
St. Benedict’s Catholic 1942 
Grace Lutheran Jul. 19, 1942 
Hyde Park Presby- 

terian May 2, 1943 
East Side Baptist Jan., 1944 
Pentecostal Church 

of God Aug. 15, 1947 
Denison Friend’s Church 1947 
Southside Baptist 1948 
Parkside Baptist Aug. 3, 1949 
Twin Cities Baptist Sept. 1950 
Epting Memorial 

Baptist Dec. 21, 1952 
East Side Assembly 

of God Jan. 1953 
Emmanuel Baptist March 1, 1953 
Belmont Baptist Mission Aug. 1953 
Morton St. Church 

of Christ June 5, 1955 
Hyde Park Baptist Jan. 24, 1957 
Victory Baptist March 10, 1959 


1961 


First Minister 


Rev. Josiah Milligan 

Fr. Maritnere 

Elder Caleb S. Burns 

Rev. Edward W. Gilliam 

Rev. Joshua Van Buren 
Goins 

Rev. W. M. Jackson 

Rev. Simon Miller 

Rev. Z. Parker 

Rev. Robt. Livingston 

Rev. Arch Johnson 

Rev. J. L. Griffin 


Elder J. R. Kilgore 


Rev. W. F. Clark 
Rev. A. J. Kincade 


Rev. Bob Drennon 

Rev. J. T. Long 

Rev. S. W. Gregory 

Mrs. P. J Sloan’s Res. 

Rev. Alex Paul 

Rev. E. J. Gregory 

Rev. J. W. Fulce 

Rev. R. E. Ford 

Rev. P. W. Shaver 

Rev. J. T. Fennell 

Rev. Vincent Kelleher, 
S.S.J. 

Rev, Martin Ramming 


Rev. Clarence Bassett 
Rev. D. D. Donowho 


Rev. Elza England 
Rev. Robt. Hutton 
Rev. Wm. Beall 
Rev. Ronald Prince 
Rev. E. O. Hartwell 


Rev. W. J. Epting 


Rev. J. D. Ross 
Rev. Lee Wello 
Rev. W. J. Epting 


Mr. Johnny Jackson 
Rev. Jack Horner 
Rev. S. H. Mitchell 


pote SO) some 


Present Minister 


Rev. S. J. Wylie 
Fr. Tho. ‘Zachry 
Rev. H. Daniel Morgan 
Fr. David Jones 


Rev. C. W. Jackson 
Rev. C. H. Turner 
Rev. J. T. Fennell 
Rev. W. E. Peterson 
Rev. Henry C. Garber 
Rev. T. G. Kirkpatrick 
Rev. Marshall Hodge 
Mr. Hubert Plumblee 
Elder Robt. Rider 


Rev. Jack Gray 

Rev. Earnest L. Potter 
Rev. V. D. Price 

Rev. N. C. Smith 

Rev. E. Lawrence 
Rev. Lawrence Gholson 


Rev. A. R. Coffey 
Harold L. Cummings 
Rev. Roy Norie, Jr. 
Rev. H. E. Smithee 
Rev. Lester Ames 
Rev. J. T. Fennell 
Rev. Wm. J. McMorris- 
" sey 

Rev. Walter W. Snyder 


Rev. Thurman Levacy 
Rev. Wesley Hodges 


Rev. Elza England 
Rev. Elmer H. Lauritzer 
Rev. Wayne Imboden 
Rev. James Merriman 
Rev. Jake Leverette 


Rev. G. G. Burnett 


Rev. Roy Carpenter 
Rev. Loftis Nunley 
Rev. Gordon Horton 


Mr. Cecil Bunch 
Rev. Robt. Tucker 
Rev. S. H. Mitchell 
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7 Church First Service First Minister Present Minister 


H Armstrong Church of Christ — Charles Kuhn 
Austin Ave. Church of Christ — 
Washington St. Church of Christ — 
Dripping Springs Baptist — 
Lamar Ave. Baptist -— 
Mount Pleasant Baptist — 
Haven Chapel Methodist — 
St. Emanuel Church of God cee 


1895 MEMBERSHIP ROLLS OF 

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

SECOND CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
EAST DENISON CHRISTIAN CHURCH 


Taken from an original commercially printed booklet 
found among the possessions of the late 
Mr. A. G. Payne. 
_ This 1s our oldest known complete church roll. There is no way of 
verifying its accuracy but we can assume it is fairly correct. It is dated 1895 


since this was the year Rev. John E. Elmore was minister and he is listed on 
the roll. 


MEMBERS 1895 


Amos, Mrs. Ida, 408 W. Texas St. Bert, Mrs. H., 607 Munson St. 
Anderson, Mrs. M. L., 812 Crawford St. Birch, Mrs. Dr. E. R., 715 Day St. 
Anderson, Mrs. Cass, Country Blacknell, C. Y., 417 Munson St. 
Anderson, Mamie, Country Blacknell, Mrs. C. Y., 417 Munson St. 
Arbuckle, Mrs. Mary, 710 Main St. Bowers, Mrs. Amanda, 1218 Woodard St. 
Baker, Conrad, 1012 Owings St. Border, R. D., 1717 Walker St. 

Baker, Mrs. Kate, 1012 Owings St. Borden, Mrs. R. D., 1717 Walker St. 
Baker, Wm. E., 926 Morgan St. Brigham, Mrs. Belle, 913 Nelson St. 
Baker, Mrs. Laura, 926 Morgan St. Bruffey, James, 1311 Morgan St. 
Baker, J. Frank, 1001 Morgan St. Bruffey, Mrs. James, 1311 Morgan St. 
Baker, Mrs. Cora, 1001 Morgan St. Bryan, Maggie, 701 Munson St. 
Banks, Mrs. Ed., 900 Day St. Burch, Mrs. E., 1100 Owings St. 

Bean, Mrs. Mary, Country Burch, N. H., 1100 Owings tS. 

Bean, Vanie, Country Burch, Mrs. May, 1105 Owings St. 
Bean, Fronie, Country Bishop, I. M., 613 Crawford St 
Beacon, J. W., 319 E. Munson St. Bishop, Mrs. I. M., 613 Crawford St. 
Beason, Mrs. J. W., 319 E. Munson St. Bishop, Mable, 613 Crawford St. 
Bethard, Mrs. A. D., 525 Owings St. Bishop, Anna, 613 Crawford tS. 

Bert, H., 607 Munson St. Burt, B. M., 930 Wodard St. 
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MEMBERS 1895 


i a 

Burt, Mrs. B. M., 9830 Woodard St. 
Burson, I. C., 101 Bond St. 

Burson, Mary, 101 Bond St. 

Bunn, Mrs. S. E., 713 Munson St. 
Bunn, Ike, 713 Munson St. 

Burton, Liza, 222 E. Shepard St. 
Butler, John, 401 Munson St. 

Butler, Mrs. John, 401 Munson St. 
Brooks, R. M., 831 Day St. 

Brooks, Mrs. R. M., 831 Day St. 
Bloyd, Jessie, 827 Woodard St. 
Bruffey, Geo. W., 105 E. Morton 
Britton, Mrs. Fannie, 1218 Woodard tS. 
Burgett, Mrs. Cora, 1814 Sears St. 
Campbell, Mrs. W. T. 414 Morgan St. 
Campbell, Mrs. M. E., 1530 Johnson St. 
Campbell, Sarah, 1530 Johnson St. 
Casey, Virgie, 831 Day St. 

Carter, Mrs. Ellen, 

Carlet, Mrs. Mary, 411 Monterey St. 
Causey, R. L., 401 Texas St. 

Causey, Mrs. R. L., 401 Texas St. 
Caudle, Mrs. A. M., 831 Nelson St. 
Claypool, J. C., 1522 S. Fannin Avenue 
Clemmens, Ruth, 1109 Bond St. 
Chapman, C. W., 809 W. Sears St. 
Chapman, Mrs. C. W., 809 W Sears St. 
Chism, Mrs. Francis, 809 Crawford tS. 
Chisholm, Mrs. Kate, Country 

Cain, H. A., Country 

Chesser, George, 1101 Owings St. 
Coe, Mrs. Nancy, 711 Sears St. 

Cook, A. M., 1123 Chestnut St. 

Cook, Mrs. A. M., 1123 Chestnut St. 
Cornelius, Mrs. Dan, 1227 Owings St. 
Currey, James, 1016 Morgan St. 
Curry, Mrs. James, 1016 Morgan St. 
Cutler, Mrs. W. B., 1116 Woodard St. 
Cassion, Mrs. M. O., 231 Bond St. 
Craig, Guy, 713 Chestnut St. 

Craig, May, 713 Chestnut St. 
Crawford, William, 1200 Main St. 
Culver, Levi, 330 Chestnut St. 
Culver, Tommie, 330 Chestnut St. 
Cunningham, Harry, 710 Main St. 
Claypool, Mrs. Fred, 1000 Owings St. 
Cassion, Vena, 231 Bond St. 

Carter, Maggie, 727 Munson St. 
Daniels, Barnie, 401 Walker, St. 
Danils, Mrs. Mary, 401 Walkr St. 
Daniels, Clemmie, 401 Walker St. 
Davis, John, Country 

Davis, Mrs. John, Country 


DeArmond, A. L., 701 Gandy St. 
Decker, Mrs. N. H. L., 219 Hull St. 
Detamore, Mrs. C., 1011 Morgan St. 
Doyle, Mrs. Rebecca, 423 Crawford St. 
Doyle, Winnifred, 423 Crawford St. 
Douglass, Mrs. J. F., 101 E. Hull St. 
Douglass, Norah, 101 E. Hull St. 
Dill, Mrs. Anna, 713 Gandy St. 
Dingle, Mrs. M., 824 Munson St. 
Drennan, John, 906 Day St. 
Drennan, Mrs. John, 906 Day St. 
Doherty, Ben C., 1427 Main St. 
Dumas, Birdie, Country 

Dunbar, W. G., 218 Bond St. 
Dunbar, Mrs. W. G., 218 Bond St. 
Devault, Mrs. A., 211 Sears St. 
Douglass, J. F., 101 E. Hull St. 
Eckerson, Mrs., 1122 Owings St. 
Elmore, John E. Rev., 711 Chestnut St. 
Elmore, Mrs. Carrie J., 711 Chestnut St. 
Fitzgerald, Mrs. M., 519 Morgan St. 
Fitzgerald, Lula, 519 Morgan St. 
Flacks, John, Country 

Flacks, Mrs. John, Country 

Fletcher, Mack, 520 Chestnut St. 
Fletcher, Mrs. Mack, 520 Chestnut St. 
Fletcher, Minnie, 520 Chestnut St. 
Fletcher, John, 520 Chestnut St. 
Fletcher, Sid, 520 Chestnut St. 
Fridell, Mrs. M. J., 321 Chestnut St. 
Fridell, Mrs. Mollie, 100 E. Day St. 
Fullington, Mrs. Lizzie, 908 Day St. 
Gartner, Charles, 711 Chestnut St. 
Gibson, J. H., 

Gahagan, Mrs. M. L., 931 Crawford St. 
Goode, Mrs. Ada, 222 E. Shepherd St. 
Gorrell, Mrs. Alda, 820 Nelson St. 
Graves, Mrs. J., 404 Monterey 
Grimes, Mrs. Bertha, 1001 Morgan St 
Grizzell, S. N., 805 Morgan St. 
Grizzell, Mrs. S. N., 805 Morgan St. 
Hackney, Mrs. H., 918 Bond St. 
Hackney, Maude, 918 Bond St. 
Harnest, D. S., Country 

Harnest, Mrs. D. S., Country 

Hall, Mrs. Al, 812 Crawford St. 
Hawkins, Mrs. M. A., 717 Morgan St. 
Hay, A. D., 509 Johnson St. 

Hay, Mrs. A. D., 509 Johnson St. 
Hayden, Mrs. Susan, 

Hayden, Pearl ; 

Hilker, Amelia, 710 Sears St. 

Hill, Mrs. L. A., 627 Crawford St. 
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MEMBERS 1895 


Hickam, Mrs. 

Hallenbeck, Dr. J H,, 1130 Crawford St. 
Hallenbeck, Mrs. J. H., 1130 Crawford St. 
Hallenbeck, Will, 827 Main St. 
Hallenbeck, Mrs. Laura, 827 Main St. 
Hollingsworth, W., Country 
Hollingsworth, Mrs. W., Country 
Hopkins, Mrs. Mollie, 1000 Woodard St. 
Hopkins, Edna, 1000 Woodard St. 
Howard, Mrs. Nancy, Country 
Johnson, J. F., 900 Main St. 

Johnson, Mrs. J. F., 900 Main St. 
Jackson, Clarence, McDougall Hotel 
Jacobs, Mrs. W. T., 201 E. Day St. 
Jenkins, J. E., 722 Shepherd St. 
Jenkins, Mrs. J. E., 722 Shepherd St. 
Jett, Mrs. M., 907 Owings St. 

Jones, L., 701 Owings St. 

Jones, Mrs. L., 701 Owings St. 

Jones, Coleman, 701 Owings St. 

Jones, Mrs. Eliza, Country 

Kenedy, Lucy, 426 Texas St. 

Kenedy, Cap, 426 Texas St. 

Kenedy, Mrs. Tom, 325 Murray St. 
Kemp, 422 Chestnut St. 

Kelley, Mrs. Mattie, 906 Nelson St. 
Kilburn, Dale, 904 Chestnut St. 
Kilburn, Leona, 904 Chestnut St. 
Kirkland, W. M., 1130 Nelson St. 
Kirkland, Mrs. W. M., 11380 Nelson St. 
Kirkland, Lulu, 1180 Nelson St. 
Kirkland, Pearle, 1130 Nelson St. 
Kretsinger, Mrs. Alta, 823 Morgan St. 
Kretsinger, Mrs. Mae, Star Store 
Leach, Mrs. M. J., 907 Owings St. 
Lewallen, Lucy, 409 Woodard St. 
Linn, S. B., 831 Nelson St. 

Lindon, Mrs. F. L., 825 Crawford St. 
Lindsay, Ike, 506 Main. St. 

Lindsay, Mrs. Ike, 506 Main St. 
Lindsay, Ludie, 506 Main St. 

Little, Mrs. Tom, 623 Shephard St. 
Looney, Mrs. Alice, 330 Day St. 

Long, L. L., 711 Chestnut St. 
Lockridge, Mrs. R., 1207 Owings St. 
Lockridge, Gracie, 1207 Owings St. 
Lynch, W. H., 923 Shephard St. 
Lynch, Mrs. W. H., 923 Shephard St. 
Lavellete, Mrs. Dora, 519 Woodard St. 
Lavellete, Oscar, 519 Woodard St. 
Lavellete, Pearl, 519 Woodard St. 
McCullough, J. C., 1111 Johnston St. 
McCullough, Mrs. J. C., 1111 Johnston St. 


McDonald, Dr. S. A., 822 Chestnut St. 
McDonald, Mrs. S. A., 822 Chestnut St. 
McHanson, Mrs. J., 801 Day St. 
McPherson, Mrs. Mary, 811 Hull St. 
McPherson, Mrs. Hettie, 823 Shephard St. 
McCrary, Mrs. J. M., 926 Woodard St. 
Martin, Mrs. J. R., 225 Gandy St. 
Martin, Mrs. Paul, 820 Chestnut St. 
Maddox, Mrs. S. C., 209 Woodard St. 
Marsters, Mrs. Lucy, 725 Munson St. © 
Mercer, Albert S., 825 Hull St. 

Mercer, Mrs. Albert S., 825 Hull St. 
Metcalf, W. L., 831 Morgan St. 
Metcalf, Mrs. Willie, 831 Morgan St. 
Miller, Mrs. A. A., 831 Nelson St. 
Mills, James M., 814 Crawford St. 
Monce, Mrs. Vera, 818 Gandy St. 
Morse, Daisy, 13812 Johnson St. 
Moreland, Mrs. James, 1014 Woodard St. 
Moss, Etta, 200 Heron St. 

Moss, Aylmer, 200 Heron St. 

Murray, Mrs. J. W., Country 

Neal, Mrs. M., 1218 Woodard St. 
Nelson, Mrs. D. D., 1831 Shephard St. — 
Nevil, Mrs. Minnie, 200 Munson St. 
Nicholson, Mrs. Mary, 416 Rusk Avenue 
Oldham, S. C., 1031 Morgan St. 
Oldham, Mrs. S. C., 1031 Morgan St. 
Orr, Mrs. Myra, 1300 Johnson St. 
Parks, S. H., 1106 Shepard St. 

Parks, Mrs. S. H., 1106 Shepard St. 
Parker, Mrs. Eliza, 220 Chestnut St. 
Parham, Mrs. Belle, 1218 Woodard St. 
Patterson, Mrs. Hattie, 613 Owings St. 
Reeser, Mrs. Lena, 1218 Woodard St. 
Robinson, H. B., 208 Gandy St. 
Robinson, Mrs. S. A., 815 Day St. 
Reynolds, Mrs. Kate, 931 Crawford St. 
Rutherford, Florence, 216 Owings St. 
Rutherford, Mrs. Alice, 216 Owings St. 
Rutherford, Lucy, 216 Owings St. 
Ryan, Mrs. Sallie, 626 Crawford St. 
Ryan, Nettie, 626 Crawford St. 

Ryan, Frank, 626 Crawford St. 
Schaunhurst, Louis, Country 

Scholes, Alice, 414 Morgan St. 

Scott, Mrs. Margaret, 1110 Owings St. 
Scott, Mary, 1110 Owings St. 

Schultz, Mrs. Kate, 708 Shepard St. 
Shockey, Mrs. A., 501 Owings St. 
Shockey, Ella, 501 Owings St. 

Shaftr, Lee, 624 Crawford St. 
Sinabaugh, Mrs. J. O., 1014 Owings St. 
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MEMBERS 1895 


Sinabaugh, Ed, 1014 Owings St. 
Skelton, Mrs. Tobitha, 601 W. Hull St. 
Smith, Mrs. Cora, 225 Morgan St. 
Smith, Mrs. Ida, 722 Crawford St. 
Smith, Mrs. Stella, 1023 Morgan St. 
Smythe, Mrs. John, 209 Morton St. 
Spencer, Mrs. M. A., 809 Morton St. 
Spencer, Lela, 809 Morton St. 
Spencer, Lula, 809 Morton St. 
Spencer, Clark, 809 Morton St. 
Spencer, Charlotte, 809 Morton St. 
Stewart, W. O., 11138 Morgan St. 
Stewart, Mrs. W. O., 1113 Morga nSt. 
Stewart, Mrs. R. J., 9381 Crawford St. 
Stilley, Mrs. Mary, 1020 Morgan St. 
Strait, Mrs. Jerry, 514 Crawford St. 
Summers, Mrs. Mary, 401 Munson St. 
Talley, James, 1014 Hull St. 

Talley, Mrs. James, 1014 Hull St. 
Tapscott, H. M., 1011 Morgan St. 
Taylor, Mrs. H., 719 Munson St. 
Tatum, Mrs. S. E., 123 Day St. 
Tatum, Bennie, 123 Day St. 
Thompson, Mrs. Mary, 907 Owings St. 
Thompson, J. G., 726 Chestnut St. 


Todd, Mrs. Mary, 701 Munson St. 
Turner, Mrs. Lizzie, 422 Chestnut St. 
Turner, Maud, 422 Chestnut St. 
Vinnage, C. H., 324 Gandy St. 
Vinnage, Mrs. C. H., 324 Gandy St. 
Vought, Mrs. Annie, 815 Hull St. 
Walker, Mrs. Mary, 806 Hhepard St. 
Walker, John, 806 Shepard St. 
Waddell, George, 827 Hull St. 
West, J. W., Country 

White, H. A., 813 Crawford St. 
White, Mrs. H. A., 813 Crawford St. 
Whiteman, J. S., 1219 Owings St. 


Wheeler, Mrs. Jennie, 809 Crawford St. 


Wilkinson, A. E., 1128 Sears Street 
Wilkinson, Mrs. A. E., 1128 Sears St. 
Wilkinson, Annie, 1128 Sears St. 
Winfrey, Mrs. J. D., 

Wirt, Mrs. S. E., 931 Morgan St. 
Wooden, Douglass, 730 Crawford St. 


Woods, Mrs. Carrie, 200 E. Morgan St. 


Yocom, Mrs. J. D., 702 Main St. 
Yocom, William, 330 Chestnut St. 
Young, Mrs. Sarah, Country 


* * %* * * 


SECOND CHRISTIAN CHURCH 


Corner Owings and Armstrong — 


OFFICERS: 


Sunday School — 9:30 A. M. 


Bartee, Mrs. J. B., 709 Morgan St. 
Bright, Mrs. D., 1003 Crawford St. 
Burba, Jennie, 1224 Owings St. 
Harleson, 

Harleson, 

Henderson, James, 1308 Johnson St. 


Henderson, Mrs. James, 1308 Johnson St. 


Mackey, Mrs. J. P., 704 Day St. 
Mackey, Earl, 704 Day St. 

Oelza, Mrs. Etta, 219 E. Day St. 
Parish, C. P., 726 Morgan St. 
Parish, Mrs. C. P., 726 Morgan St. 


C. P. Parish, Charles Tefteller, Dr. A. J. Williams 


-:- Preaching and Communion — 4 P. M. 


Richards, William, 715 Shepard St. 
Richards, Mrs. Wm., 715 Shepard St. 
Smith, W. A., 723 Shepard St. 

Smith, Mrs. W. A., 723 Shepard St. 
Tefteller, Charles, 1330 Johnson St. 


Tefteller, Mrs. Charles, 1330 Johnson St- 


Williams, Dr. A. J., 1224 Owings St. 
Williams, Mrs. A. J., 1224 Owings St. 
Williams, Thomas, 1224 Owings St. 
Duckworth, B. J., 814 Main St. 
Duckworth, B. J., 814 Main St. 
Duckworth, Mrs. B. J., 814 Main St 
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EAST DENISON CHRISTIAN CHURCH 


BusINEss COMMITTEE 


Freeman, Lem, 126 E. Hull St. 
Harvey, Andy, 324 E. Shepard St. 
Foster, Jas. H., 228 E. Shepard St. 


MEMBERS 


Butcher, George W., 331 E. Nelson St. 
Butcher, Mrs. G. W., 313 E. Nelson St. 


Delmas, Mrs. L. A., 303 E. Shepard St. 


Dunbar, W. F., 711 S. Barrett Avenue 


Foster, Mrs. Emma, 228 E. Shepard St. 


Freeman, Mrs. Lem, 1263 Texas St. 
Harvey, Mrs. A., 324 E. Shepard St. 
Harvey, Mattie, 324 E. Shepard St. 
Harvey, Clara, 324 E. Shepard St. 
Howlet, Mollie, 227 E. Shepard St. 


Lamar, H. L., 117 Day Street 

Lamar, Mrs. H. L., 117 Day St. 

Lewis, Mrs. Martha, 318 E. Shepard St. 
Lewis, Mrs. W. D., 310 E. Shepard St. 
Maddox, Frank, 113 Day St. 

Maddox, Mrs. Frank, 113 Day St. 
MecNew, C. F., 1314 Chestnut St. 
Parish, Mrs. M. A., 230 Nelso nSt. 
Stevenson, Mrs. Msnta, 227 E. Shepard 


* © * 


According to the records of Trinity Methodist Church: “The Disciples 
of Christ erected a building in 1896 on the northwest corner of the 400 block 
on East Munson right behind the Madonna Hospital. This building was sold 
to the Cumberland Presbyterian Church, unfinished and in debt in 1898. The 
Trinity Methodist Church bought this building in 1912 and re-modeled it.” 
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DIRECTORY OF LOCAL MEMBERSHIP 


As of April 1961 
PIRSD CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
Woodard at Armstrong 


DENISON, TEXAS 


Abrahamson, C. P., Cartwright, Okla. 
Abrahamson, Mrs. C. P., Cartwright 
Adair, Fred, Jr., 2731 W. Morton 
Adair, Mrs. Fred, 2731 W. Morton 
Adair, Steve, 2731 W. Morton 
Adamson, Mrs. J. W., 431 W. Gandy 
Adcock, Bill, 727 W. Woodard 

Adcock, Mrs. Bill, 727 W. Woodard 
Adcock, Donny, 727 W. Woodard 
Adrain, Irby, 809 S. Mirick Ave. 
Akers, O. M., 1627 W. Sears, Box 703 
Akers, Mrs. O. M., 1627 W. Sears 
Akers, Owen III, 1627 W. Sears 
Akers, Mary Lois, 1627 W. Sears 

Akers, Virginia, 1627 W. Sears 

Allen, Mrs. Bert, 412 E. Main St. 
Anderson, Carey L., 41 Parnell 
Anderson, Leroy, Sr., 926 W. Sears 
Anderson, Mrs. Leroy, 926 W. Sears 
Anderson, Leroy, Jr., 18 Vaughn Drive 
Anderson, Mrs. Leroy, 18 Vaughn Dr. 
Anderson, William B., 1208 S. Perry 
Anderson, Mrs. William B., 1208 S. Perry 
Ard, Bill, 1216 W Morton 

Ard, Mrs. Bill, 1216 W. Morton 

Ard, Timmy, 1216 W. Morton 

Ard, Lyn, 1216 W. Morton 

Arnold, C. H., 1105 W. Bullock 

Arnold, Mrs. C. H., 1105 W. Bullock 
Arnold, Joyce, 1105 W. Bullock 

Arnold, Mrs. M, 1105 W. Bullock 
Atnip, Mrs. Ronald D. 

Austin, Edith K., 627 W. Gandy 
Bailey, Mr. Herman, 608 W.Murray 
Bailey, Mrs. Herman, 608 W. Murray 
Barnhill, Wesley, 1030 W. Johnson 
Barnhill, Mrs. Wesley, 1030 W. Johnson 
Rarnhil), Judy, 1030 W. Johnson 

Bates, Mrs. Rex., 1010 W. Morton 
Rath, Wilbur, 430 E. Acheson St. Rd. 
Bath. Mrs Wilbur, 430 E. Acheson St. Rd. 
sath, Wilbur, 430 E. Acheson St. Rd. 
Rath, Mary, 430 E. Acheson St. Rd. 
Bay'ess, David, No. 5 Ridgeway Circle 
Rayless, Mrs. David, No. 5 Ridgeway 


Bayless, David, Jr., No. 5 Ridgeway 
Beamer, Lacy, 3 Loy Drive 

Beamer, Mrs. Lacy 3 Loy Drive 

Bell, Mrs. Laura D., 118 E. Hull 
Berry, T. Jack, 1017 W. Elm 

Berry, Marguerite, 931 W. Chestnut 
Birge, Charles, 1215 W. Bond 

Birge, Mrs. Charles, 1215 W. Bond 
Biffle, Jeff, East Main St. Rd. 

Biffle, Mrs. Jeff, East Main St. Rd. 
Blassingame, Mrs. A. A., 1031 W. Gandy 
Blassingame, Dr. Doak, 1106 W. Sears 
Blankenship, Mrs. David B., 4850 Craw- 
ford Rd. 

Boone, J. A., 1001 W. Morton 

Bratcher, Norman, 1513 W. Shepherd 
Brooks, G. W., 309 N. Tone 

Brooks, Mrs. G. W., 309 N. Tone 
Brooks, Ronny, 309 N. Tone 

Browder, G. W., 2824 W. Washington 
Browder, Mrs. G. W., 2824 W. Wash. 


Brown, Mrs. E., 1411 W. Gandy 


Brown, A. S., Rt. 3, Sherman, Texas 


‘Brown, Mrs. A. S,, Rt. 3, Sherman, Texas 


Brown, Myron, Rt. 3, Sherman, Texas 
Brown, Mrs. Myron, Rt. 3, Sherman, Tex. 
Bruhin, A. J., 123 E. Day 

Bruton, Mrs. G. M., 1611 W. Johnson St. 
Bryan, Mrs. J. S., 712 W. Crawford 
Bryant, Mrs. F. E., 1101 Redbur Road 
Bryant, W. H., 909 S. Brown Ave. 
Bryant, Mrs. W. H., 909 S. Brown Ave. 
Burch, Ed., 405 W. Gandy 

Burch, Mrs. Ed., 405 W. Gandy 

Burch, Earl, 806 W. Gandy 

Burget, Mrs. B. R., 109 W. Monterey 
Burget, Deane, 223 W. Munson 
Burget, Kenneth, 1114 S. Seventh 
Burget, Mrs. Kenneth, 1114 S. Seventh 
Burden, Mrs. Toni, 1128 Park Drive 
Burns, Joe, 76 Vaughn Drive 

Burns, Mrs. Joe, 76 Vaughn Drive 
Burns, Joe Jr., 76 Vaughn Drive 
Burns, Mrs. Dan, 927 E. Texas 

Burns, Shirley, 927 E. Texas 
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DIRECTORY OF LOCAL’: MEMBERSHIP 


Burns, Molly, 927 E. Texas 

Burnett, B. G., 1400 W. Woodard 

Burnett, Mrs. B. G., 1400 W. Woodard 

Burt, Ricky, 906 W. Acheson 

Burtis, Mrs. Mildred, 901 W. Sears 

Burtis, John Austin, 901 W. Sears 

Burleson, B. E., 2331 Loy Lake Road 

Burleson, Mrs. B. E., 2331 Loy Lake Rd. 

Burleson, Richard, 2331 Loy Lake Rd. 

Burleson, O’Nondas, 2331 Loy Lake Rd. 

Burleson, Doug, 2331 Loy Lake Rd. 

Burleson, N. L., 1712 Waterloo Ave. 

Burleson, Mrs. N. L., 1712 Waterloo Ave. 

Burleson, Ronald, 1712 Waterloo Ave. 

Burleson, Betty, 1712 Waterloo Ave. 

Calloway, Mrs. O. S., 2220 W. Morton 

Campbell, Mrs. Katie, 1131 W. Gandy 

Carpenter, A. M., Box 354, Cartwright, 
Oklahoma. 

Carpenter, Mrs. A. M., Cartwright, Okla. 

Castle, Mrs. Eula 

Cherry, Mrs. Ruby, 512 W. Crawford 

Cherry, Gerald, 512 W. Crawford 

Cherry, Mary Elaine, 512 W. Crawford 

Childs, Bob,c/o Beals Dept. Store 

Christy, Mrs. W. T., 607 W. Monterey 

Chitwood, J. D., 1622 W. Bond 

Chitwood, Mrs, J. D.. 1622 W. Bond 

Cheney, Mrs. W. B., 416 W. Gandy 

Clark, Herbert, 112 E. Murray 

Clark, Mrs. Herbert, 112 E. Murray 

Cockburn, Mrs. Taylor, 519 E. Parnell 

Coffey, Arthur 

Coffey, Mrs. Arthur 

Coffey, Karen Sue 

Cockrill, Mrs. Mary Alice, 931 W. Chest- 
nut. 

Combs, Mrs. M. O., 1627 W. Elm 

Conatser, J. V., 916 W. Sears 

Conatser, Mrs. J. ., 916 W. Sears 

Conatser, W. E., 

Conatser, Mrs. W. E. 

Conatser, John 

Conatser, Eddie 

Cope, Mrs. Nina 

Copper, Mrs. J. A., 406 W. Morgan 

Cook, J. G., 814 W. Bond 

Cook, Mrs. J. G., 816 W. Bond 

Cook, Lemuel, 1800 Meadowlark Lane 

Cox, J. M., 1009 W. Morton 

Cox, Mrs. J. M., 1009 W. Morton 

Crane, Mrs. Earnest, 610 W. Chestnut 

Crawford, Mrs. Gladys, 1117 S. Wood- 


lawn. 
Crow, W. W., 325% W. Main 
Cullar, Raymond, 3 Cynthia Lane 
Cullar, Mrs. Raymond, 3 Cynthia Lane 
Cundiff, Mrs. Myrtle B., 630 E. Heron 
Christman, Mrs. Milton, 5611 Swiss Ave., 
Dallas, Texas. 
Christman, Mary Ann, 5611 Swiss, Ave., 
Dallas, Texas. 
Dalton, C. P. 
‘Daniels, J. M., 18306 W. Woodard St. 
Daniels, Mrs. J. M., 1306 W. Woodard 
Daniels, Foster, 1306 W. Woodard St. 
Davis, W. B., 420 W. Murray 
Davis, Mrs. W. B., 420 W. Murray 
Davis, Sara, 420 W. Murray 
DeBusk, J. R., 228 W. Gandy 
Dick, William, 815 S. Eddy 
Dick, Mrs. William, 815 S. Eddy 
Dickey, Biffle, 509 W. Hull 
Dinwiddie, W. J., 1731 S. Fannin 
Dinwiddie, Mrs. W. J., 1731 S. Fannin 
Ditto, Grover, 1325 W. Shepherd 
Ditto, Mrs. Grover, 13825 W. Shepherd 
Ditto, W. L., 1330 W. Sears 
Ditto, Mrs. H. L., 1830 W. Sears 
Dixon, Mrs. Bill, 714 W. Bullock 
Dixon, Mrs. Bill, 714 W. Bullock 
Dixon, Myrtle, 714 W. Bullock 
Dowd, Mrs. E. L., 712 W. Owing 
DuBoix, Mrs. Pheba G., 419 N. Burnett 
Dumas, L. L., 481 W. Morton 
Dusenberry, C. E., 1830 W. Woodard 
Dusenberry, Mrs. C. E., 18380 W. Woodard 
Duvall, C. G., 820 W. Sears 
Duvall, Mrs. C. G., 820 W. Sears 
Duvall, Carl Leon, 820 W. Sears 
Dyer, Mrs. H. A. 
Dyer, Leland, 1307 W. Nelson 
Dyer, Mrs. Leland, 1307 W. Nelson 
Dyer, Jeanette, 1307 W. Nelson 
Elmore, C. C., 1500 W. Herons 
Elmore, Mrs. C. C., 1500 W. Herons 
Elmore, Barry, 1500 W. Herons 
Elmore, Janet, 1500 W. Herons 
Elrod, Jack, 1120 S. Seventh 
Elrod, Mrs. Jack, 1120 S. Seventh 
Everett, Mrs. Elsie, 
Farley, Clifford, 211 W. Bullock 
Farrington, Charles, 822 W. Morton 
Farrington, Mrs. Charles, 822 W. Morton 
Finch, Dick, 18317 W. Day 
Finch, Mrs. Dick, 1817 W. Day 
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DIRECTORY OF LOCAL MEMBERSHIP 


Finch, Charles N., 906 W. Acheson 

Finch, Mrs. Charles N., 906 W. Acheson 

Finch, Jimmy Neal, 906 W. Acheson 

Finucane, Mrs. J. C., 113 W. Sears 

Fitzjarrell, Earl, 1411 S. Chandler 

Fitzjarrell, Mrs., 1411 S. Chandler 

Fitzjarrell, Mrs. Earl, 1411 S. Chandler 

Fitzjarrell, James, 1411. S. Chandler 

Fitzjarrell, Michael, 1411 S. Chandler 

Fitzjarrell, Eddie, 1411 S. Chandler 

Frame, Mrs. Harry, 627 W. Chestnut 

Freeman, Mrs. William, 1418 W. Shep- 
herd. 

Gaines, Mrs. Harry, 1713 Mockingbird 
Lane. 

Gatton, Mrs. Elizabeth, 1218 W. Woodard 

Gault, H. L., 1508 W. Shepherd 

Gault, Mrs. H. L., 1508 W. Shepherd 

Geer, E. E., 830 W. Woodard 

Geer, Mrs. E. E., 830 W. Woodard 

Geer, Robert, 830 W. Woodard 

Geer, Frank, 1531 W. Gandy 

Geer, Mrs. Frank, 1531 W. Gandy 

Geer, Frank Homer, 1531 W. Gandy 

Gideon, Mrs. Betty, 1318 S. Crockett, 
Sherman, Texas. 

Gideon, Constance, 1318 S. Crockett, 
Sherman, Texas. 

Gideon, Roy Britton, 1318 8S. Crockett, 
Sherman, Texas. 

Glover, Dale, 1129 Redbud Road 

Glover, John F., 530 W. Heron 

Glover, Mrs. John F., 530 W. Heron 

Goodhue, Mrs. Kitty Belle, 501 E. Wash. 

Graves, Mrs. Virginia, 1105 W. Bond 

Moore, Tana 

Moore, Nancy 

Green, W. C., 512 W. Texas 

Green, Mrs. W. C., 512 W. Texas 

Green, Carolyn, 512 W. Texas 

Green, Gary, 512 W. Texas 

Guess, Mrs. Paul, 527 W. Acheson 

Glover, Gordon 

Guess, Mrs. Ray, 1133 Redbud Road 

Hailey, E. L., Dr., 1105 W. Bond 

Hailey, Mrs. E. L., 1105 W. Bond 

Hall, Mrs. W. C., 201 E. Hull 

Hanan, Glen, 917 W. Sears 

Harriss, Jack, 1215 S. Perry 

Harriss, Mrs. Jack, 1215 S. Perry 

Harshaw, J. C., 1507 W. Day 

Harshaw, Mrs. J. C., 1507 W. Day 

Harshaw, Linda, 1507 W. Day 


Hassell, Mrs. Josephine, 408 E. Gandy 
Hassell, Laverne, 408 E. Gandy 
Heaker, James 
Heineman, S. E. 
Heineman, 
Heineman, 
Hendricks, W. A., 1401 W. Nelson 
Hendricks, Mrs. W. A., 1401 W. Nelson 
Hibbard, Mrs. Sue, 700 W. Gandy 
Hicks, Mrs. Lulu, 627 W. Morgan 
Hill, Mrs. G. R., 626 W. Crawford 
Hillsman, W. S., Rt. 1, Box 195 
Hillsman, Mrs. W. S., Rt. 1, Box 195 
Hobson, Mrs. J. W., 402 N. Houston 
Hoover, H. L. 
Hoover, Mrs. H. L. 
Hooper, Mrs. Beverly, 1109 W. Bullock 
Horner, W. D., 1531 W. Texas 
Horner, Mrs. W. D., 1531 W. Texas 
Horton, Mrs. Harry, 1201 S. Fannin 
Hosford, Mrs. D. G., 320 W. Hull 
Hotson, H. F., 404 Knob Lane 
Hotson, Larry, 404 Knob aLne 
Jennings, Foy, 508 W. Bullock 
Jennings, Mrs. Foy, 508 W. Bullock 
Jennings, Mary Fay, 508 W. Bullock 
Jensen, Andrew, O. Dr., 1509 W. Monte- 
rey. 
Johnson, Mrs. Creed, 1800 Mockingbird 
Lane. 
Johnson, Dewey, 1415 S. Travis 
Johnson, Mrs. Dewey, 1415 S. Travis 
Johnson, Johnnie, 330 E. Hull — 
Johnson, Mrs. Johnnie, 330 E. Hull 
Johnson, R. R. Mrs., 1126 W. Walker 
Johnston, Cecil, 605 W. Morgan’ 
Johnston, Mrs. Cecil, 605 W. Morgan 
Jones, Mrs. Jerry Paul, 1705 W. Hunt, 
Sherman, Texas. 
Jones, Earnest, 611 W. Acheson 
Jones, Mrs. Earnest, 611 W. Acheson 
Jones, Terrell, 516 W. Gandy 
Jones, Mrs. Terrell, 516 W. Gandy 
Jones, Mrs. W. H., 1126 W. Woodard 
Kennedy, E. E., Jr., 181 E. Hull 
Kennedy, Mrs. E. E., 131 E. Hull 
Kennedy, E. E., Sr., 913 S. Lamar 
Kennedy, Mrs. E. E., 913 S. Lamar 
Kent, Mrs. Frank, 1331 W. Bond 
Kious, Ray L., 1323 W. Day 
Kious, Mrs. Ray L., 1323 W. Day 
Kramer, H. R., 409 W. Morton 
Kramer, Mrs. H. R., 409 W. Morton 
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DIRECTORY OF LOCAL MEMBERSHIP 


Lambert, R. L. Dr., 119 A Vandenburg 
Dr., Perrin Heights, Sherman, Texas. 
Lambert, Mrs. R. L., 119 A Vandenburg 
Dr., Perrin Heights, Sherman, Texas. 
Laver, R. D. Rev, 1104 Ridgewood 
Laver, Mrs. R. D., 1104 Ridgewood 
Linden, Gertie, 708 W. Crawford 
Linden, Willie, 708 W. Crawford 
Logan, Charles, 1005 W. Bond 
Logan, Mrs. Charles, 1005 W. Bond 
Logan, Ron, 1005 W. Bond 
Logan, John, 1005 W. Bond 
Lyle, Mrs. C. B., 1222 W. Gandy 
Lyon, Mrs. Lena, 607 E. Monterey 
Marchbanks, Arthur, 809 E. Sears 
Mathis, M. V., 748 W. Brock | 
Mathis, Mrs. M. V., 743 W. Brock 
Mathis, Donna, 743 W. Brock 
Matthews, W. E., 112 S. Crockett 
Matthews, Mrs. W. E., 112 S. Crockett 
May, Joe, 611 S. Scullin 
May, Mrs. Joe, 611 S. Scullin 
May, Jim, 611 S. Scullin 
Mayes, Howard, 1217 W. Crawford 
Mayes, Mrs. Howard, 1217 W. Crawford 
Megginson, John K., 411 W. Sears 
Megginson, Mrs. John K., 411 W. Sears 
Metcalf, Mrs. Cassie, 1701 W. Bond 
Miller, Mrs. Ralph, 980 W. Shepherd 
Miller, Roger, 2540 Stevens Drive 
Moffitt, Henry, 1800 S. Armstrong 
Moffitt, Mrs. Henry, 1800 S. Armstrong 
Moniz, Becky, 416 W. Monterey 
Moore, Earnest C., Jr., 519 E. Gandy 
Moore, E. C., Sr., 531 E. Gandy 
Moore, Mrs. E. C., 531 E. Gandy 
Moorman, T. H., 2931 Crawford Road 
Morgan, H. Daniel, 1307 W. Woodard 
Morgan, Mrs. H. Daniel, 1807 W. Wood- 
ard. 
Morgan, John Karl, (Service) 
Mosse, Mrs. Lora, 1223 W. Morton 
McCool, Mrs. Vicie, 709 W. Texas 
McCrary, Charles, 514 W. Owing 
McCrary, Mrs. Charles, 514 W. Owing 
McCraw, Mrs. Johnny, E. Texas St. Rd. 
McDerby, R. A., 918 S. French 
McDerby, Mrs. R. A., 918 S. French 
McDerby, Clifton, 918 S. French 
McElroy, Mrs. H. E., 515 E. Woodard 
McKinstry, H. A., 611 W. Sears 
McKinstry, Mrs. H. A., 611 W. Sears 
McKinstry, John, 531 W. Sears 


McKinstry, Mrs. John, 531 W. Sears 
McKinstry, John, 531 W. Sears 
McKinstry, Jack, 531 W. Sears 
McPhail, J. W., 1804 W. Chestnut 
McPhail, Mrs. J. W., 1304 W. Chestnut 
O’Dell, Otha, P. O. Box 664 
O’Donnell, P. A., 1608 W. Crawford 
O’Donnell, Mrs. P. A., 1608 W. Crawford 
O’Donnell, Tina, 1608 W. Crawford 
Ott, Mrs. Emma, 801 W. Woodard 
Packwood, Vernon J. 

Packwood, Mrs. Vernon J. 

Painter, Mrs. Bessie, 413 S. Scullin 
Parker, David, 816 W. Morton 
Parker, Mrs. David, 816 W. Morton 
Parker, Claudia, 816 W. Morton 
Parkes, O. B., 617 W. Crawford 
Parks, Mrs. O. B., 617 W. Crawford 
Parsons, Mrs. Pansy, 410 W. Texas 
Pattillo, Mrs. Geo., 60614 W. Chestnut 
Pearce, Mrs. H. E., 1225 W. Ganay 
Pearce, Jeanie, 923 W. Sears 

Perry, Mrs. Lela, 719 W. Hull 

Perry, Bernard, 719 W. Hull 

Perry, O. E., 701 W. Morton 

Pike, L. W., 301. W. Texas 

Pike, Mrs. L. W., 801 W. Texas 
Pipkin, Charles, 1321 W. Main 
Pipkin, Mrs. Charles, 1321 W. Main 
Plain, Fred, 409 E. Chestnut 

Powell, H. L., 1300 W. Chestnut 
Powell, Mrs. H. L., 1800 W. Chestnut 
Powell, Mrs. H. L., 1800 W. Chestnut 
Preston, Willis, 1010 S. Maurice 
Preston, Mrs. Willis, 1010 S. Maurice 
Preston, Gerry, 1010 S. Maurice 
Preston, Peggy, 1010 S. Maurice 
Prewitt, Robert C., 1530 W. Elm 
Prewitt, Mrs. Robert 

Ray, John, 523 E. Heron 

Ray, Mrs. John, 523 E. Heron 

Ray, John Wayne, 523 E. Heron 
Ray, Ronald Dale, 523 E. Heron 
Reed, Robert, 5385 E. Sears 

Reese, James, 900 W. Chestnut 
Reese, Mrs. James, 900 W. Chestnut 
Richie, William S., 700 W. Munson 
Rice, Lorena B., 1530 W. Elm 

Riley, Mitchell, 414 Knob Lane 
Riley, Donna, 414 Knob Lane 

Ritter, Lee, (Service) 

Ritter, Mrs. Lee 

Robison, J. L., 13812 LaFayette 
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DIRECTORY OF LOCAL MEMBERSHIP 


Robison, Mrs. J. L., 1312 LaFayette 
Roebuck, Emerson 

Roebuck, Mrs. Emerson 

Rogers, Mrs. C. A., 1106 W. Chestnut 
Rolen, Mrs. Raymond, 901 W. Neison 
Ross, T. F., 104 Mark Drive 

Ross, Mrs. T. F., 104 Mark Driev 
Ross, Linda Lou, 104 Mark Drive 
Ross, Ginger Sue, 104 Mark Drive 
Rowland, Harold, 1712 Meadowlark 
Rowland, Mrs. Harold, 1712 Meadowlark 
Rowland, Lyn, 1712 Meadowlark 
Rowland, Patrick, 1712 Meadowlark 
Rowland, Bruce, 1712 Meadowlark 
Rutherford, Robert, 1411 W. Munson 
Rutherford, Mrs. Robert, 1411 W. Munson 
Rutherford, Linda, 1411 W. Munson 
Rutledge, G. T., 1525 W. Elm 
Rutledge, Mrs. G. T., 1525 W. Elm 
Sealf, T. B., 427 E. Woodard 

Scalf, Mrs. T. B., 427 E. Woodard 
Scott, H. M., Sr., Loy Lake Rd. 
Scott, Mrs. H. M., Loy Lake Road 
Scott, Lewis, 617 W. Morgan 

Scott, Mrs. Lewis, 617 W. Morgan 
Scott, Melton, 1127 W. Shepherd 
Scott, Mrs. Melton, 1127 W. Shepherd 
Scott, Roy, 2227 Loy Lake Road 
Scott, Carol Ann, 2227 Loy Lake Road 
Scott, Janet, 2227 Loy Lake Road 
Scott, David, 2227 Loy Lake Road 
Sherburne, Robert, 1400 W. Main 
Sherburne, Mrs. Robert, 1400 W. Main 
Shirley, Neil, P. O. Box 333 
Simmons, Mrs. M. C., 1630 S. Maurice 
Simms, Mrs. B. B., (Dallas) 
Simmonson, R. O., 1201 W. Bond 
Simmonson, Mrs. R. O., 1201 W. Bond 
Snyder, Gifford, 524 E. Gandy 
Snyder, J. L. D., 701 W. Heron 
Snyder, Mrs. J. L. D., 701 W Heron 
Stanley, Dale, 1506 W. Chestnut 
Stewart, Mrs. Frank, 1307 W. Main 
Stoddard, Mrs. Frances, 917 W. Main 
Stoddard, Paul, 917 W. Main 

Stroope, W. D., 1007 W. Texas 
Stroope, Mrs. W. D., 1007 W. Texas 
Stroope, Mike, 1007 W. Texas 
Sutherland, Mrs. Paul, 1725 W. Elm 
Sutherland, Mary Jane, 1725 W. Elm 
Smithson, Clyde, 226 E. Acheson 
Smithson, Mrs. Clyde, 226 E. Acheson 
Smithson, Richard, 226 E. Acheson 


Surratt, Gary, 901 W. Main 

Swink, Mrs. C. A., 812 W. Hull 

Swain, Brit, 126 W. Murray 

Swain, Mrs. Brit, 126 W. Murray 
Taylor, W. M., 423 W. Gandy 

Terry, David, 1713 Meadowlark Lane 
Terry, Mrs. David, 1713 Meadowlark 
Terry, David III, 1713 Meadowlark Lane 
Terry, Mike, 1713 Meadowlark Lane 
Thelander, Richard, 2110 W. Bond 
Thelander, Mrs. Richard, 2110 W. Bond 
Thomas, A. H., 18329 W. Munson 
Thomas, Mrs. A. H., 1329 W Munson 
Thompson, C. B., 812 W. Murray 
Thompson, Mrs. C. B., 812 W Murray 
Tone, Mrs Harry, 513 W. aGndy 
Treece, Joe, 1810 W. Hull 

Treece, Mrs. Joe, 1810 W. Hull 
Thomas, Mrs. Aubrey, 8255 Randell Dr. 
Vaughn, Robert, 829 W. Bond 

Vaughn, Mrs. Robert, 829 W. Bond 
Vaughn,Eddie, 829 W. Bond 
Wagoner, Mrs. T. J., 715 W. Crawford 
Walker, Mrs. H. R., 539 E. Gandy 
Walker, W. T., 2930 Crawford Road 
Walker, Mrs. W. T., 2930 Crawford Rd. 
Walton, Mrs. I. S., 309 N Tone 
Waltz, Mrs. Allene, 1408 W. Main 
Waltz, Carl, 1408 W. Main 

Waltz, Leo, 1408 W. Main 

Watkins, Hal P., 1331 W. Woodard 
Wenckens, Mrs. W. F., 419 W. Gandy 
West, Ray, 1421 S. Armstrong 

West, Mrs. Ray, 1421 S. Armstrong 
West, Mary Pat, 1421 S. Armstrong 
White, Mrs. Richard, 1801 S. Mirick Ave. 
Wilburn, V. C., 722 W. Owing 
Wilburn, Mrs. V. C., 722 W. Owing 
Wilburn, Mrs. V. C., 722 W. Owing 
Wilburn, Gary, 722 W. Owing 

Wiley, Mrs. Mabel, 920 W. Main 
Williams, Howell, 1019 W. Sears 
Williams, Mrs. Howell, 1019 W. Sears 
Williams, Sandra, 1019 W. Sears 
Williams, Larry, 1019 W. Sears 
Williford, H. B., 118 E. Hull 

Wilson, J. K., 700 W. Acheson 

Wilson, Mrs. J. K., 700 W. Acheson 
Wilson, Kevin, 700 W. Acheson 
Wilson, Alan Dale, 700 W. Acheson 
Winchester, F. A., 110 E. Walker 
Winchester, Mrs. F. A., 110 E. Walker 
Winchester, Sandra, 110 FE, Walker 
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COLLIN COUNTY MANTUA CounTRy CLUB 
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_ MANTUA naa’ it ae set 
CHRISTIAN CHURCH a earec vie 
ONE MILE 440 FN Sthoek LOCATION A 
FROM HIGHWAY 75 HURRICANE CREEK 
G7 ' [ie 


OLD 

Mantua COMMUNITY 
ESTABLESHED ABouT (856. CHURCH ESTAGLESHED Jw THE 
HOME oF CARROLL AI°HINNEY an THE SECOND SUNDAY 1 NOV. 

IB4¥6 » IN APRIL IAT DR.ASBURY CARTWRIGHT mMeved 
To MANTUA AND LED IN THE CONSTRUCTION OF A Lae CHURCH 

House . Four YEARS LATER THE CHURCH WAS ENLARGED. 
THis CHURCH WAS RESPONSIBLE FoR STARTING CHURCHES 


&_WESTON 
IN GALVESTON, CEOAR GAYOU, GLEN ROSE, M°HINNEY, 
OLDEST TOWN IN GaInEsviLie , HOWE, MELISSA, LIHITE MOUND ane 
Colin County ANNA. IN 1891 THE MANTUA CommMUNITY WAS 


ABANDONED AND THE PoPuLaTion Moved To VAN ALSTYNE 
BECAUSE THE NEW RAIL Read BY-PASSED MANTUA. THE 
CONGREGATION JOINED UNTH THE VAN ALSTYNE CHUREH. 


MAP DRAWN BY H-0.MoRGAN - 19 SY 
VAN ALSTYNE 


“MantTuA COMMUNITY “ To MELISSA AND MEKINNE ¥ 
BIRTHPLACE OF THE oT ee yr 


CHRISTIAN CHURCH IN TEXAS 
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